
 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

711 Niagara Falls Blvd. 
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716.835.7711 

Www.trinityamherst.org 

ON THE WEB….. 
www.trinityamherst.org  

• Building Use Sponsorship 

• Membership Directory 

• Events Calendar 
Access the building calendar from the website to be in the 

know of Trinity events. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/trinityamherst 

Www.facebook.com/ 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ................................ 9:30am 

SUNDAY ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ........... 10:45am 

Pastor………………………………………………….Jean Edmister 

     Email  ...................................... pastorjeane@juno.com 

Office Administrator………………………….Diane Serra 

     Email …………....…...…......tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

Music Director…………………………………….Cristen Gregory 

     Email …………………………......Gregoryteam@gmail.com 

Nursery Care Provider …………………..…Linda Provenzano 

Church Website.......................... www.trinityamherst.org 

Facebook .................. www.facebook.com\trinityamherst 

 

    For emergencies call Pastor Jean at 716-946-4380.                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FORWARD    
JUNE 2020 

Flag Day-June 14th 

In this Issue: 

 Message from The Pastor 

 UMW Updates 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Message from Church Life 

On June 14, 1777, to establish an official flag for the new nation, the Continental Congress passed the 

first Flag Act: "Resolved, that the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red 

and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation."  

The stripes represent the original 13 Colonies and the stars represent the 50 states of the Union. The 

colors of the flag are symbolic as well; red symbolizes hardiness and valor, white symbolizes purity 

and innocence, and blue represents vigilance, perseverance and justice.   The final pattern and 

placement of the stars to include all the states was designed by President Taft in 1912. 

The flag has been used to display our nationalism, as well as our rebellion, and everything else in 

between. The flag is so important that its history tells the story of America itself. It represents the 

freedom, dignity, and true meaning of being an American.  

FUN FLAG FACTS: 

For more information on the history of the American Flag and how to properly fly, display and 

store the flag, please refer to  https://www.usa.gov/flag#content  

mailto:nhutnyan.trinity@gmail.com?subject=UM%20pic%20and%20signature
https://www.usa.gov/flag#content


From the Pastor 

An update regarding the Corona virus and when we can open the church again: 

I know this is long, but I ask you to read the whole thing. Some of you are anxious to open up the church 
again. So am I, as soon as it is both legal and safe. I am spending a lot of time reading and trying to under-
stand the guidelines being sent out by the CDC, state of NY, and our Bishop. I want you to know the Trini-
ty Leadership Council is working with me in all of this. 

At this point, churches are allowed to open for small groups of 10 or less people, as long as we follow the 
government guidelines. These include deep cleaning and disinfecting the building regularly, safe-distancing 
of 6 feet apart, and wearing masks. So if someone has a small group, such as a Bible study or ministry com-
mittee, that wants to meet, we can work together to make that happen. We have been doing that with our 
mobile food pantry (3rd Monday morning) and our free take-out community dinners (1st & 3rd Wednes-
days at 5-6pm). Disinfecting work areas, wearing masks and gloves, and safe distancing is mandatory for 
those preparing and handing out food. Food is being distributed outside in the parking lot to help keep 
things safer for everyone. There is a big need for this kind of assistance right now, so we will keep on 
providing it. We also have our Blessing Box in full operation, so people can stop by if they are in need and 
pick up a few items. Thanks for helping to fill the box! 

The real question many of you have is, when will we be able to worship together again as a church family 
in our building? I don’t have a definite date for you yet, but it will be when our WNY state region enters 
phase 4, which could be a few more weeks. Another option we have been considering is a parking lot wor-
ship service. The best practice would be to have an FM transmitter that could be tuned in on your car radi-
os. That way, those who attend could keep their windows closed reducing the risk of infection. We do not 
have a transmitter and they are hard to get right now, as you can imagine. So unless someone has one we 
can borrow, this option is not likely to happen. 

The other option is having a sound system set up by the doors of the church where I can lead worship. The 
congregation would remain in their cars with windows open to hear. Cars would have to be spaced in every 
other parking space to maintain social distancing. This might work in good weather. We would not be tak-
ing up a collection at either of these two options, but you could still mail in your donations. By the way, I 
very pleased with the way you have responded to the needs of the church by increasing your giving! Thank 
you! 

Once we do meet again in the church building, some things about the worship service will be different. We 
are fortunate to have a large sanctuary to facilitate social distancing! We will take out a lot of the chairs, 
and have seating spaced 6 feet apart. Family groups who live together will be allowed to place their chairs 

We will insist everyone wear masks and use the hand sanitizer that will be available at stations going into the 
sanctuary. And if you are sick in any way, we ask that you stay home and get better! You will be greeted by 
someone as you come in, at a distance, but there will be no hand-shaking. We will not have bulletins or 
friendship cards for now, but the order of worship will be announced as we go. Upcoming events, readings, 
and words to songs will be projected on the TV screen. 

We are not allowed to have congregational singing at this time because it increases the risk of infection. And 
no Praise Team either. But we will still have music! Cristen can still play the piano and organ and we can 
hum along behind our masks. J We can also project songs on the TV for you to listen to or hum along with. 

We will not pass the plate to receive the offering. Instead, there will be a locked drop box mounted on the 
wall in the back of the sanctuary where you can drop your offering off. Or you can continue to mail it in. 

No lighting of prayer candles for now, either. The table will be put away to keep you from being tempted! 

Communion will be celebrated differently, too. On your way in to the service, you will find a table with pre-
packaged cups with a sealed wafer on the top. Please pick one up if you would like to partake in Communion. 
I will still break a loaf of bread in the front of the sanctuary (after disinfecting my hands as usual) and have a 
cup of the juice there. There will also be small individual cups. Once I have gone through the liturgy, you will 
be able to open your individual servings at your seat and partake of Communion. Or, if you are comfortable 
with it, you can come forward and receive from me the elements I have prepared at the Table. I ask that you 
wear your mask as you come forward, and stay 6 feet away from the person in front of you. You can take 
your mask off long enough to eat the bread and drink the small cup, and then put it back on right away. If you 
decide not to partake for now, I will understand, and so will the Lord! 

Continued on next page... 



Your donation of bottles and cans goes to our commitment for Shared Ministries.      

PLEASE EMPTY AND RINSE BOTTLES AND CANS AND SEPARATE GLASS BOTTLES.     

We collect only “REFUNDABLE” bottles and cans.  If you prefer to redeem the bottles yourself we will happily accept your $$$ 

donation. The bin is located by the door of the handicap  

entrance. Bottles such as Iced Tea, Gatorade, juice etc. are not refundable, and should be  

recycled as usual.  Thanks and keep ‘em coming!  Your nickels add up!!       
 DO NOT PUT TRASH/GARBAGE IN RECYCLING BIN.  

NOTE:  UNTIL THE CHURCH REOPENS, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DROP OFF CLEAN BOTTLES 

AND CANS AND THERE IS NO ONE IN THE BUILDING, YOU CAN LEAVE THEM BY THE DOOR 

AND THEY WILL BE PICKED UP. 

Thank you. 

If you know anyone who would like to receive THE FORWARD electronically, please have 

them visit our website at WWW.TRINITYAMHERST.ORG and select  “Join Mailing List”.   For 

assistance, they can contact Diane @ 716-835-7711 or email at  tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

The Upper Room publication 

is available free of charge 

and sponsored by one of our 

generous members.  Pick 

one up from the bookcase in 

the Sanctuary and enjoy its 

many articles. 

June 1  Glenna Ford Glenn 

June 2  Grant Pittorf 

June 8  Judy Chambos 

June 11  Millie Tonner 

June 17  Hollie Brittain 

     Virginia Klauber 

     Gerry Ralston 

June 22  Diane Stone 

June 23  Bobbie Bleckinger 

June 28  Paul Bleckinger 

June 29  Shari Wilson 

June 30  PJ Klock 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

June 6 

Eileen and John Franke 

June 18 

Tina and Ken Pache 

June 26 

Lucyette and Joe Eckert 

Continued ... 

There will not be a children’s message or Passing of the Peace for now. We will not pass the microphone 
for Thankful Moments or prayer requests. It you want to write those down and put them in the offering 
drop-box, you can do so. I will share them by e-mail with our church members unless you note that they 
are confidential in nature. You are welcome to e-mail or text me prayer requests before the service and I 
will lift them up during our prayers together in worship, and during the course of the week. 

With all these changes, the service will be a littler shorter...I’m thinking 45 minutes. And that is another 
recommendation of the CDC. Additionally, coffee hour following the service will be temporarily suspend-
ed.  I will understand if you feel you are at risk and are not comfortable coming back into the building yet. 
My e-mail is pastorjeane@juno.com and my phone is 946-4380. Any time you need prayer or anything 
else, please let me know. Things will continue to be different for a while, but we are still the Body of 
Christ, we are family, loving and caring. Thank you for the words of encouragement you have sent my 
way. You are in my prayers daily. - PJE 



UMW UPDATE 
While we haven’t been able to meet in person, the UMW has tried to stay connected via Zoom. Friendship 
Circle has met twice during their normal meeting times, and we sponsored a bingo night on its regularly 
scheduled date in May. There was a good “crowd” and we even had out-of-towners Barbara and Dan White 
join us, since Mary is staying with them during the virus. Bobbie Bleckinger won the most games, but, un-
fortunately, we had no towels on hand to give her a prize. Anyway, our next “outing” is a virtual trivia con-
test on Zoom. There will be five rounds with seven questions each round followed by a bonus round. Some 
of the questions will be easy, some a little more difficult. While you can work on teams within each house-
hold, you may not look up the information to get the correct answer (you must rely on what’s stored in your 
brain). We will all be on the honor system to keep track of the total points.  I hope many of you will join us 
for a fun evening on Wednesday, June 10th at 7:00 PM. All are invited. 
 
Hopefully the church will be opening sometime in June, but it may be much longer until we get back to nor-
mal. Even though currently gatherings of ten people are allowed and events such as our outreach dinners and 
the mobile food pantry may continue, I know that many of you will stay put until you feel safe enough to 
venture out. In the meantime we need to stay connected either electronically, by phone, or via good old-
fashioned snail mail. 
 
Looking towards the future, Friendship Circle has tentatively scheduled a picnic/pool party at Sue White’s 
house (spreading out the appropriate six feet) for Tuesday, July 21st with a rain date of July 22nd. More  
details to follow. 
 
Finally, although we are not together as a group, our mission outreach continues. I encourage those of you 
who venture out to help stock Trinity’s Blessing Box (an outdoor food pantry available to the community) 
with non-perishable food and paper products. It is located next to the church main entrance on Marion Drive. 
I am also involved with a giveaway of homemade masks and hand sanitizers to high need communities in the 
Buffalo area. If you would like to help out, let me know. 
 
Any questions, call me at 716-208-6802. You are all in my thoughts and prayers. I truly miss each and every 
one of you. 
 
Ellen Klock, President  

I continue to receive updates from the Souper Bowl of Caring so thought I 

would pass this on to you, since TUMC participates every year. 

With contributions still dribbling in, this year’s monetary and food donations 

from churches and organizations throughout the US, totaled $10.6 million! 

Since Souper Bowl’s inception in a small southern church in 1990, a total of 

$160 million has been raised. And every penny has remained in the communi-

ty where the donations were given. That’s the best part. There are no adminis-

trative fees and the food and money goes where we want. 

Thank you all ! Hopefully by February 2021 we will be able to attend church 

and participate again. 

 

            . . . Diane Stone and the Church Life committee  

How well do you know Buffalo?  Here are some fun trivia questions.  Be sure to 

read the July Forward for the answers. 

1. What celebrity did former Buffalo Bill football player Joe Ferguson once date? 

2. What did John Roffo Oishei invent in 1916 after being involved in an accident on  

Delaware Ave? 

3. What building did Louise Blanchard (the nation’s first female professional architect)

help construct in downtown Buffalo? 

4. Walden Ave is named after Ebenezer Walden who distinguished himself as being 

Buffalo’s first what? (Hint:  It’s a profession) 

5. What building was once known as the largest office building in America? 

6. In 1982 what program did Sister Jeanne Frank of St. Vincent de Paul Church open 

that hadn’t existed since the Depression? 


