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ON THE WEB….. 
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• Events Calendar 
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know of Trinity events. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ................................ 9:30am 

SUNDAY ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ........... 10:45am 

Pastor………………………………………………….Jean Edmister 

     Email  ...................................... pastorjeane@juno.com 
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     Email …………....…...…......tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

Music Director…………………………………….Cristen Gregory 

     Email …………………………......Gregoryteam@gmail.com 

Nursery Care Provider …………………..…Linda Provenzano 

Church Website.......................... www.trinityamherst.org 

Facebook .................. www.facebook.com\trinityamherst 

 

    For emergencies call Pastor Jean at 716-946-4380.                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FORWARD    
JULY 2020 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 

In this Issue: 

 Message from The Pastor 

 UMW Update 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 FACTS ABOUT THE 4TH OF JULY 

The Fourth of July—known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a feder-
al holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence 
Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. 
On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, 
and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of In-
dependence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to 
the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American inde-
pendence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more 
casual family gatherings and barbecues. The Fourth of July 2020 is on Satur-
day, July 4, 2020. 

In 1781 Massachusetts became the first state to make July 4th an official state holiday.  
In 1870, U.S. Congress made July 4th a federal holiday. In 1941, the provision was  
expanded to grant a paid holiday to all federal employees, which eventually was expand-
ed to include all employees. 

Usually celebrated with large outdoor concerts, family gath-
erings and cookouts and fireworks, this year’s celebration 
will surely be one to be remembered. As we hope to retain 
the spread of a deadly virus by cancelling most celebra-
tions, let’s all remember the importance of this particular 
holiday, the sacrifices made and the benefits that the 
gained independence has given America and Americans.   

HAPPY AND SAFE 4TH OF JULY TO ALL OF YOU! 

mailto:nhutnyan.trinity@gmail.com?subject=UM%20pic%20and%20signature


From the Pastor 

11 See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. 12 Flowers appear on the earth; the season of sing-
ing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land. 13 The fig tree forms its early fruit; the blossoming 
vines spread their fragrance. – Song of Songs 2:11-13 

It is summer, and it seems so good to be able to go out in the sunshine and enjoy the fresh air! This year it is 
especially good, after being locked up for a few months. I hope you are taking some time to get outside each 
day, to see the wonders of nature: flowers, birds, lakes, trees, stars, sunshine, clouds…even rain. Going for a 
walk or working in your garden is something you can do without worrying too much about social distancing. 

Summer is a time when we normally get together in groups for picnics and family reunions. Of course we are 
being told to be very careful about gathering in large groups, and must continue to social distance and/or wear 
masks, and keep our hands clean. And that is what we are doing when we gather in the church. 

As most of you know, we have started opening the church building on Sunday mornings for worship. About 
half of the congregation is attending, which is good to see. We are gradually adding back in the familiar ele-
ments of worship that we all love. At this point, we are still advised not to do congregational singing, because 
it tends to spread the virus through droplets in the air. Instead, we are humming softly behind our masks or 
reading the words on the TV screen as Cristen plays the music. So at this point, “the season of singing” men-
tioned above in scripture has not yet come! We are allowed to have a soloist as long as they stand more than 12 
feet from the congregation when they sing. If you would like to share some special music over the summer, 
please let Cristen or me know. 

I would also like you to share blessings or concerns with me before worship. I can write them on my list and 
let the congregation know about them if you want me to. Send me an email, call me, or try to catch me on  
Sunday morning! I would love to share your Thankful Moments, especially, because all of us need some posi-
tive encouragement right now! You can write it down and hand it to me, and I will read it for you during the 
service. 

No, worship is not the same, right now. But it is still worship. And even though we may not feel as satisfied by 
the experience we are having in church right now as we would like, we have to remember worship is not about 
us, but about God. It is for God’s glory and pleasure that we come together to praise and pray and share the 
Word. I understand if you are not comfortable coming to the church building yet. It’s OK. Watch the service 
live on Facebook, or watch the recording later, or read the sermon by email or snail mail…whatever works best 
for you. But remember to take time to worship the Lord! And get outside to enjoy God’s beautiful world! - 
Pastor Jean 

Missions and Outreach 

Community dinners are offered, take out only, each 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month. We serve from 5-
6pm, and you can just drive up and park your car and we will bring your meal out to you. If you want to make 
a financial donation you can hand it to the person who delivers your meal, or send it to the church office. Vol-
unteers are welcome to help cook, serve, package, and clean up after the meal. Donations of food are always 
appreciated. We can use meat, vegetables, pasta, and desserts. Contact Holly, 930-4662, if you want to help. 
We are looking forward to the day when we can hold the meals inside the building and offer worship along 
with it again…maybe later this fall 

The FeedMore mobile food pantry truck arrives every 3rd Monday of the month to drop off food for us to dis-
tribute. We usually have dairy products, bread, and fresh produce to distribute. We need volunteers each 
month at about 10am to help pack the food and hand it out to people waiting in the parking lot. Contact Ellen, 
208-6802, if you want to help. All are welcome who have need of some groceries. No proof of income is 
needed…we just take your name, number and ages of household members, and your zip code. 

Our Blessings Box is always available near the sanctuary door in the back parking lot. It contains lots of good 
food items, as well as personal hygiene and some pet care items. Anyone is welcome to stop and pick up a few 
things if they are in need. You are also welcome to share items if you are feeling blessed! Give a little, take a 
little. It is in a lighted area, so you can stop any time of the day or night. Please see the list of items we need 
elsewhere in this newsletter, and a few things we can’t put in the box, such as fresh produce and sharp things 
like razors. Thanks to all who have helped to care for our neighbors by helping to fill the Blessings Box. 

Finances of the Church 

Some of you may have been wondering how we are doing financially. Right now, income is down. Many of 
you have stepped up your giving, and it is certainly appreciated. But it still doesn’t make up for the loss we are 
taking from not being able to allow rentals of the building at this time. And so the Trinity Leadership Council 
and the Finance Team are working together to find other ways to raise funds. At our next meeting, we will be 
looking at some dates for holding fund-raising dinners and other events. We may be starting an online rum-
mage sale/auction to help raise funds. If you have something that you would like to donate for sale for the 
church, let us know! 
                                                                                                                                                                            … continued next page 



Your donation of bottles and cans goes to our commitment for Shared Ministries.      

PLEASE EMPTY AND RINSE BOTTLES AND CANS AND SEPARATE GLASS BOTTLES.     

We collect only “REFUNDABLE” bottles and cans.  If you prefer to redeem the bottles yourself we will happily accept your $$$ 

donation. The bin is located by the door of the handicap  

entrance. Bottles such as Iced Tea, Gatorade, juice etc. are not refundable, and should be  

recycled as usual.  Thanks and keep ‘em coming!  Your nickels add up!!       
 DO NOT PUT TRASH/GARBAGE IN RECYCLING BIN.  

NOTE:  UNTIL THE CHURCH REOPENS, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DROP OFF CLEAN BOTTLES 

AND CANS AND THERE IS NO ONE IN THE BUILDING, YOU CAN LEAVE THEM BY THE DOOR 

AND THEY WILL BE PICKED UP. 

Thank you. 

If you know anyone who would like to receive THE FORWARD electronically, please have 

them visit our website at WWW.TRINITYAMHERST.ORG and select  “Join Mailing List”.   For 

assistance, they can contact Diane @ 716-835-7711 or email at  tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

July 6    Sue Grau 

July 8    Lorraine Tesmer 

July 9    Chris Baum 

July 7    Anthony Pache 

July 9    Chloe Weaver 

July 12   Lucyette Eckert 

July 13   Julie Chandran 

July 14   Ken Voght 

July 25   Michelle Richte 

July 28   Sandy Baty 

July 29   Millie Tonner 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

July 9 

Ron & Sandy Baty 

July19 

Tom & Gaylynn Kucskar 

July 24 

Bill & Carol Brucker 

I would like to thank all those who sent cards and/or joined in the 

Birthday Car Parade for my mom’s 94th birthday on June 17th. It 

made her very happy. Unfortunately, the following week she had 

some health issues, then lost her balance and fell, breaking her 

shoulder. She needs rehab so it’s another stint at Beechwood. Keep 

Virginia Klauber in your prayers (as well as my sister Kathi who is 

having problems with her kidneys).           

                                                                                 Ellen Klock  

...continued 

We did secure a low percentage PPP loan which is helping us continue to pay our staff. Most of that loan 
may become a grant we don’t have to pay back when we turn in our paperwork. Because of the generous 
donations of our church and the cash donations of our community members, our community meals are still 
paying for themselves! If you have any good ideas for more fundraising, or would like to help in some way, 
please let the Finance Team or Pastor know. 

We continue to offer Tops gift cards that you can use at full face value, and Tops gives the church back a 
percentage on our sales. Easy way for you to help the church if you are already shopping there! Duane  
Mazur, 564-2724, has those available for you. 

Again, thank you for all the ways you help to support the ministries of our church. 



UMW UPDATE 
      Time flies, even when your schedule is light on activity. In June we had a virtual 

trivia contest (Sue White won) as well as a virtual Friendship Circle meeting. Obvi-

ously our summer field trip has been cancelled (we were going on the Chautauqua 

Belle for a tour), but hopefully by next summer we will be able to venture out. I send 

greetings to Shirley Circle who have been inactive during the quarantine. Please 

know that you are in our hearts and prayers during this difficult time. Those in 

Friendship Circle have been exploring the joys of Zoom but are eager to try a face 

to face meeting. We have decided to continue with our annual pot luck/swim party 

using social distancing and masks (as necessary) on Tuesday, July 21st with a rain 

date of Wednesday, July 22nd. Gatherings begin at twelve thirty with lunch followed 

by snacking followed by dinner. In-between you can enjoy Sue White’s pool for a dip 

to cool off. Come and enjoy the day. Join us at any time that afternoon at  

356 Aurora Ave, West Seneca 14224. (Sue has a large yard including beautiful 
flowers and humming birds). 

      While all future events are on hold, I thought it might be fun to have a virtual 

scavenger hunt in August. Let me know if this interests you. The District and Confer-

ence United Methodist Women are exploring hybrid meetings for this fall. While 

some people will be on site (following all the protocols), the event will be live 

streamed so those who are interested can participate from the safety of their homes. 

I will keep you posted. The National Office offers virtual workshops on various so-

cial action issues. If you are interested, let me know.  

      For something new to watch, I recommend the movie “Just Mercy”, which is avail-

able to rent for free if you have Amazon Prime. It is excellent (I cried three times).  

     As always, contact me with questions at 716-208-6802. 

                                                                                                   Ellen Klock, President 
 

How well do you know Buffalo?  Here are some fun trivia questions.  Be sure to 

read the July Forward for the answers. 

1. What celebrity did former Buffalo Bill football player Joe Ferguson once date?    
(The answer to this question is currently unavailable but will be posted in next month's publication.)                                                                                

2. What did John Roffo Oishei invent in 1916 after being involved in an accident on  

Delaware Ave?    WINDSHIELD WIPERS 

3. What building did Louise Blanchard (the nation’s first female professional architect)

help construct in downtown Buffalo?  THE HOTEL LAFAYETTE 

4. Walden Ave is named after Ebenezer Walden who distinguished himself as being 

Buffalo’s first what? (Hint:  It’s a profession)  A LAWYER 

5. What building was once known as the largest office building in America? 

                          THE ELLICOTT SQUARE BUILDING 

6. In 1982 what program did Sister Jeanne Frank of St. Vincent de Paul Church open 

that hadn’t existed since the Depression?   THE SOUP KITCHEN 


