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ON THE WEB….. www.trinityamherst.org  

• Building Use Sponsorship 

• Membership Directory 

• Events Calendar 
Access the building calendar from the website to be in the know of Trinity events. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/amhersttrinityunitedmethodistchurch 

www.facebook.com/trinityamherst 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Wed   9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Thur - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Fri - Sun  OFFICE CLOSED 

The office is also closed on all  

legal/federal holidays. 

mailto:nhutnyan.trinity@gmail.com?subject=UM%20pic%20and%20signature
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FROM THE PASTOR 

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before our 
God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. – 1 Thessalonians 1 

A lot of people have told me they are glad to see the end of the year 2020. I can understand 
their sentiment, because it has been a year filled with difficulty. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected us all. It brought us illness, death, loss of jobs, fear, shortages of goods and services, 
lock-down, isolation, loneliness and more. 

And then there were demonstrations, civil unrest, ugly racism, and anger. Add the heightened 
political division and a contested election, and you have a recipe for stress, worry, distrust, and 
depression. And many of us suffered the personal losses that are common to life but were so 
much more difficult to deal with this year. So is it any wonder that most people want 2020 to 
be gone? 

But I also got to thinking about the good things that happened in 2020. Even though things 
have been difficult, we still managed to be the church. We continued to hold worship even 
though it was remotely for a few months. We learned how to livestream on Facebook for wor-
ship and Bible study, and are reaching more individuals than ever with the Gospel. We kept on 
doing our free community dinners as take-out meals. We added the blessings box to help our 
neighbors fulfill food insecurities. The mobile food pantry continued to distribute food from 
our building. 

We also learned new ways to stay connected to our shut-ins. Those who want them are getting 
print copies of Sunday worship: prayers, songs, scripture and sermon. Others are getting cards 
and phone calls regularly from some of us. UMW has done some socially distanced activities, 
and many groups and committees have met by Zoom (which is a whole new experience for 
most of us!) 

There have still been new visitors to our church on Sundays. And there have been new babies 
for some, and weddings, and celebrations of life for those who have gone home to the Lord. I 
have been so impressed with everyone’s inventiveness and perseverance! And your willing-
ness to pitch in and help in any way you can. You have continued to support me in my role as 
your pastor, and I am very grateful. 

I am convinced that in the New Year, the hope we have in Jesus Christ will not be disappoint-
ed. We will continue to grow in faith, and serve one another in love, in Jesus’ name. 2021 will 
have its own challenges, but it will also bring blessings, I am certain. Thank you for hanging 
in there with me! I continue to hold you in my prayers. 

         - Pastor Jean 

Sunday Service remains in person with limited capacity and is also available online on our Facebook page: 
 

Amherst Trinity United Methodist Church at this link:  
www.facebook.com/groups/1867243083578145/ 



 3 

UMW UPDATE 

Happy New Year! It’s time to look forward to a new year with hope in our hearts as the end of our isolation 
is in sight thanks to the ingenuity of scientists who have so quickly come up with a vaccine to quell this dead-
ly virus. I’m sure somewhere God’s hand guided their way. While it’s frustrating that we all can’t meet, Trini-
ty has risen to the call to provide assistance to those in need (whether financial or spiritual). Our biweekly 
take out dinners are generous and filling, while our monthly Ham Dinner fundraiser is a real deal at $10.00. I 
hope you will support this cause - it’s so easy (drive up, open the window, and the “guys” will put your din-
ner right in the car). The Mobile Food Pantry will start up again in January. Feed More has done a fantastic 
job helping to feed our community.  Distribution time has change to the 4th Monday of the month.  Food 
delivery will be at 1:30 and public distribution will be 2:00-3:30 pm.  If you are able to help, please meet at 
the church at 1:15. Please consider assisting us with this socially distanced outreach.  FYI: We have our own 
angels here at Trinity. I’d like to give a special shout out to Eileen Franke who has been coordinating the 
Blessing Boxes. Are you dropping off items to keep those boxes filled? This is one additional way we can help 
our community. God Bless all of you who have contributed to any of these endeavors. It all makes a differ-
ence in helping families survive the pandemic. 
 
While it’s frustrating not being able to do more, we did send out Christmas Cards to all the residents at Bee-
chwood (a Beechwood Service Guild project). In addition, Lorna Czarnota coordinated Christmas Caroling 
along the perimeter of Beechwood with the members of the Joy Society which brought a bit of Cheer to all. 
Finally, I’ll once again be asking you to help with Birthday Cards this Winter (a project which had previously 
been spearheaded by our dear Shirley Bennett). These little things really lift the spirits of the vulnerable indi-
viduals living in our nursing homes. 
 
I’m also encouraging everyone to reach out to one another with phone calls or cards, since so many of us 
are limiting our activities and avoiding crowds. However, it’s great that some of us have felt secure enough 
to go to our church services on Sundays. For me, it is the highlight of the week. I truly miss my Trinity family 
and it’s our weekly “get togethers” which lift my spirits and help me face the inevitable challenges . A special 
thank you to Paster Jean for remaining steadfast during this difficult time. I hope those of you who are 
“home bound” are watching the service, although if you don’t have the technology she will send you a copy. 
 
A few of you joined us for the “So You Want to Talk About Race” Zoom Program sponsored by the Niagara 
Frontier District United Methodist Women. It was a worthwhile event with some enlightening discussions. 
Part II will be held on Saturday, January 16th from 10-12. Let me know if you would like to attend. There is 
also a District Newsletter featuring other events. I can forward a copy to anyone who is interested. The 
theme for 2021 is “Keepers of the Faith” which seems appropriate as we hang on to the entire concept of 
church. 
 
So, the theme of today’s message is our unity as we stay connected by whatever means possible. (Just a re-
minder that Friendship Circle continues to meet by Zoom on the third Monday of each month at 6:30.)  For 
those of you who have participated in any of the above projects, please know that your efforts are appreci-
ated. We are still collecting funds for our ‘Bakeless Bake Sale”, the World Thank Offering, and Least Coin. 
Please mail your checks made out to Trinity UMW to the church labeled UMW c/o Trinity United Methodist 
Church (711 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst, NY 14226). As a side note, the four year UMW calendars are in 
and I bought a couple of extra (first come, first served). They are $15 with shipping and handling. 
 
Until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of his hand, 
Ellen Klock, President Trinity United Methodist Women 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Jan 2  Margaret Pittorf 

Jan 6  Robbie Goma 

Jan 6  Sue White 

Jan 10  Curtis Glenn 

Jan 11  Dave Morris 

Jan 16  Mary Beth Lawton 

Jan 23  Kathy McKenzie 

Jan 23  Rick Serra 

Jan 27   Patti and Ken Voght 

MISSIONS 

BIBLE STUDY 
ON-LINE Thursdays at 6:30pm at “Amherst Trinity United Methodist Church” page. Hope to see you there! 

BLESSING BOX  
The Blessing Box is getting lots of use! People who can, are leaving off canned goods and other non-
perishable food, as well as personal care items and even pet food. People who are in need can stop by, any 
time of the day or night, to pick up items they need. Popular items are peanut butter, jelly, soup, spaghetti 
sauce, pasta, canned meat, canned fruit and vegetables, cereal, drink boxes, personal size potato chips, hand 
soap, feminine hygiene products, dish soap, laundry soap. So give a little, take a little, as you can! 

FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS  
Jan. 6th & 20th, at 5-6pm. Helpers and donations always welcome.  

FUNDRAISER HAM DINNERS  
Jan. 15th. $10 for ham, sweet potatoes, veggie, applesauce, roll & butter, and dessert. Take-out only, serving 
4-6pm.  

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY     PLEASE NOTE NEW  DAY and TIME 
The mobile food pantry truck arrives at Trinity UMC on the 4th Monday each month: January 25th. We will 
need volunteers to help set up at around 1:30pm. We serve the public from 2-3:30 pm. 

THANK YOU! 
To all those who have helped to support the ministries of our church with your donations, prayers, and  
service, many thanks! 

IN OTHER NEWS……. 

Condolences to Bobbie Bleckinger and family on the passing of her husband Paul Bleckinger,  
December 10th. 

Congratulations to Diane & Rick Serra on the birth of their first grandson, Nico Boisvert born 12/18/20. 

Wishing you a safe, healthy and blessed  

2021 


