
ON THE WEB….. 
www.trinityamherst.org  

• Building Use Request 

• Membership Directory 

• Events Calendar 
Access the building calendar from the website to be in the 

know of Trinity events. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/trinityamherst 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG ADULTS 

                       Classes follow worship service 10:40-11:30 (Sept—June) 

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

You now have access to the current 

membership list via our website.  The 

directory is password protected and can 

only be viewed by church members.  If 

you would like the password, please 

call or email the office.   

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ................................ 9:30am 

SUNDAY ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ........... 10:45am 

Pastor………………………………………………….Jean Edmister 

     Email  ...................................... pastorjeane@juno.com 

Office Administrator………………………….Diane Serra 

     Email …………....…...…......tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

Music Director…………………………………….Cristen Gregory 

     Email …………………………......Gregoryteam@gmail.com 

Nursery Care Provider …………………..…Linda Provenzano 

Church Website ......................... www.trinityamherst.org 

Facebook .................. www.facebook.com\trinityamherst 

 

    For emergencies call Pastor Jean at 716-946-4380. 

The FORWARD    

JANUARY 2020 
Trinity United Methodist Church 

711 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst, New York  14226 

Phone:  716.835.7711      Fax:  716.835.5972 

If you would like to receive THE FORWARD             

electronically, please visit our website at 

WWW.TRINITYAMHERST.ORG and select               

“Join Mailing List” .                                                                       

For assistance, contact Diane 716-835-7711 or 

email at  tumc-amherst@outlook.com 



From the Pastor: 
 
It’s the start of a New Year! It’s a time to look back at our past year and see where we have succeeded and 
where we have failed. A new year presents us with a fresh beginning, a time to reassess goals, and a chance to 
discern what is really important in our lives. 

Many of us recognize that work is important, and we want to do a good job. So we self-evaluate, or ask others 
to critique us so we can learn and become better at whatever we do. Sometimes we recognize we are doing a 
good job and we want to keep on doing what we already do. Other times, we realize we are not doing well, or 
not happy in our work, and so we look for ways to change things. That is good. 

Most of us feel that family and friends are of extreme importance. We try to juggle our time so that we can 
spend as much time as we can with the people we love. We know these are the relationships that will support 
us and give us joy. Oh, yes, they will also bring us trials at times, but we know they are worth it. So we go out 
of our way to build good relationships with these special people. 

But not all of us recognize the utmost importance of a close relationship with God. God created us, loves us, 
and longs for us to grow closer to the Divine Image all the time. Why do we need that? Why do we need God? 
How do we grow closer to God? We will be exploring these questions over the next few weeks in worship. 
Come and join us at 9:30am each Sunday. We also have a brief time of worship after our Wednesday commu-
nity meals, and you can join us then, as well! There is a list of the dates and times for our meals in this news-
letter. 

God Bless you in this New Year! - Pastor Jean 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH: 
 
COMMUNITY MEALS: 
Join us for a good home-cooked meal, for table fellowship, and some worship on the following Wednesdays.  
Volunteers to help cook, serve and cleanup, and donations of food, paper products, or money are always welcome!   

DINNER - served at 5:30 pm               LUNCH - served at Noon 

January 8th             January 22nd 
February 5th             February 19 
March 4th             March 18th 
April 1st             April 15th 
May 6th              May 20th 

EMERGENCY FOOD AND CLOTHING SUPPLIES 
We try to have some non-perishable foods and some good used clothing on hand at all times to help those who are in 
desperate need. If you would like to donate something, or need something, please see Pastor Jean. 

KID’S FUN NIGHT 
We will be getting together with our kids for some on January 10th and 24th 6-8 pm. All children in Kindergarten and 
up are welcome to attend!  

TRINITY TRAVEL CLUB 

We will be traveling to Lancaster, PA on April 20-21, 2020 to the Sight and Sound Theater to see their new produc-
tion of “Queen Esther”! It will be amazing, like all of their other productions. For information about the trip or to 
make your reservation, contact Holly Brittain 930-4661 or Pastor Jean 946-4380  

ANNUAL CHURCH/CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Our church conference is scheduled for January 15th at 6pm. All members of the church are encouraged to attend this 
annual meeting with our District Superintendent. We will be voting on our officers and budget for 2020, approving 
pastoral candidates, and looking at our membership rolls. The Superintendent also has questions for us regarding our 
ministry and discipleship plans, and how we are addressing the issue of racism in our community. Please come out and 
show your interest in the direction of our church over the coming year 

GOSPEL TALENT VARIETY SHOW 

On February 9th at 3pm, Trinity will be presenting a Gospel  Variety Talent Show. Everyone is welcome to take part 
by singing, playing an instrument, reading poetry, telling jokes, or sharing another talent they have. There will be a 
display of arts and crafts as well. If you are interested in participating, please see Holly Brittain or Pastor Jean.  We 
also need an audience so if you don’t feel like being on the stage, then please consider being in our seats! 
A freewill offering will be taken to benefit the church, and refreshments will be served following the show. 



Your donation of bottles and cans goes to our commitment for Shared Ministries.      

PLEASE EMPTY AND RINSE BOTTLES AND CANS AND SEPARATE GLASS BOTTLES.     

We collect only “REFUNDABLE” bottles and cans.  If you prefer to redeem the bottles yourself 

we will happily accept your $$$ donation. The bin is located by the door of the handicap  

entrance. Bottles such as Iced Tea, Gatorade, juice etc. are not refundable, and should be  

recycled as usual.  Thanks and keep ‘em coming!  Your nickels add up!!       

 DO NOT PUT TRASH/GARBAGE IN RECYCLING BIN.  

UMW UPDATE 

Have you thought about your plans for eternal rest?  As you may know, TUMC 

has a beautiful Columbarian within the Chapel with many affordable niches 

I would like to thank everyone who supported this year’s UMW ministries - from the Shoe Boxes full of items 

for the Red Bird Mission, to donations of sheets and mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks for the homeless, 

to gifts for the Hispanic Children on the Eastside of Buffalo to make their celebration of Three Kings Day a  

success. While these donations seem like a small thing, they make a big difference in the lives of those in 

need. Once again I’d like to let you know your efforts are appreciated. 

 

The winter months tend to be quiet. Rebecca Circle goes on hiatus in January and February, although Friend-

ship Circle continues to meet in the evening on the third Monday of the Month. Speaking of Rebecca Circle, 

with the addition of members from the former Elizabeth and Mary Circles, it seemed prudent to find a new 

name to be more inclusive. At our December meeting, hosted by Lorraine Tesmer, we voted to become 

Shirley Circle with Lester Bennett as an honorary member.  Friendship Circle met earlier in December with an 

open house for our annual holiday gathering at Gailynn Kusckar’s Home. Both meetings were a time to count 

our blessings as we remembered our loved ones who are no longer with us. 

 

Since our Church-wide Christmas Luncheon was cancelled, we have decided to host a Valentine’s Day event 

on Saturday, February 15, 2020. Please watch for details. 

 

As 2019 comes to a close, we wish you all “Glad Tidings and Great Joy” for 2020. With the new year comes 

new opportunities as we reach out a helping hand to those in need. I am still collecting funds to purchase totes 

to give out at the Food Pantry, especially since plastic bags are soon to become obsolete. This ministry starts 

up again on March 16, 2020. 

 

May the love of Christ fill you all with the Holy Spirit each and every day. 

Submitted by Ellen Klock,  

President of Trinity United Methodist Women  

TOPS GIFT CARDS make great gifts 

for any/all occasions and are avail-

able year round from Duane Mazur. 

See him any Sunday after worship! 

Your donations help fund our com-

munity ministries. This past year we 

raised $8100.00. Please continue to 

help support this quiet but effective 

fundraiser!  Thank you Duane for 

your dedication to this mission! 

The Upper Room publication 

is available free of charge 

and sponsored by one of our 

generous members.  Pick 

one up from the bookcase in 

the Sanctuary and enjoy its 

many articles. 

UMW Installation of Officers is on January 12th.  Please congratulate the following for 

their continued commitment to the ministries of the United Methodist Women 

President :  Ellen Klock 

Vice President: Sue White  Resource 

Secretary:  Bobbie Bleckinger 

Treasurer:  Patti Voght 

Resource:     Millie Tonner 

Program Booklet:  Sue Teetsel 



TRINITY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

Margaret Pittorf 

Robbie Goma 

Sue White 

Curtis Glenn 

Dave Morris 

MaryBeth Lawton 

Kathy McKenzie 

Patti and Ken Voght 

Bobbie and Paul Bleckinger 

HEADS UP... Trinity will again be collecting cans and CA$H on February 
2 for the Souper Bowl of Caring. That’s the day of the actual Super 
Bowl, with the teams still to be determined. 
 
We have held this successful mission project for years, mainly because 
all the donations are given to a local food bank. 
 
More on this in future bulletins. 
Diane Stone & Church Life Committee 

Thank you to all who donated sheet sets to Cornerstone City  

Mission. What started as a friendship circle Christmas mission  

project eventually encompassed a large percentage of our church. 

In November we delivered 12 sets, which was super, but when we  

donated the remainder that had been accumulating in my closet, we 

had 19 more sets!! The woman who received them was so thankful,  

as am I.  31 sets of sheets. WOW ! 

Trinity ALWAYS comes through when asked for something. I  

couldn’t be prouder to be a member of this church.    

~~~   Diane Stone  

During the 6th Century, it was customary to congratulate people who sneezed because it was 

thought that they were expelling evil from their bodies. During the great plague of Europe, 

the Pope passed a law to say “God bless you” to one who sneezed.  

DID YOU KNOW….. 

The last word in the Bible is AMEN.  

Dreamt is the only word that ends in mt.  

 

Facetious is the only word that uses all vowels in order. 

 

The first letters of the months July through to November spell JASON.  

 

A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.  

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 


