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From the Pastor: 

I wanted to share this poem with you because I found it thoughtful and prophetic. The pandemic has 
caused us to live and think differently. We are finding out the things that are truly important to us. 
We are learning to stand up for the things that really matter. We are focusing more on our true mis-
sion as people of the Church and followers of Jesus Christ. We will be talking about what we have 
learned in the months to come. I invite you into the conversation. – Pastor Jean 

Pandemic 

What if you thought of it  
as the Jews consider the Sabbath—  

the most sacred of times?  
Cease from travel.  

Cease from buying and selling.  
Give up, just for now,  

on trying to make the world  
different than it is.  

Sing. Pray. Touch only those  
to whom you commit your life.  

Center down.  
And when your body has become still,  

reach out with your heart.  
Know that we are connected  

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.  
(You could hardly deny it now.)  

Know that our lives  
are in one another’s hands.  

(Surely, that has come clear.)  
Do not reach out your hands.  

Reach out your heart.  
Reach out your words.  

Reach out all the tendrils  
of compassion that move, invisibly,  

where we cannot touch.  
Promise this world your love—  

for better or for worse,  
in sickness and in health,  

so long as we all shall live.  

—Lynn Ungar 3/11/20 

Lynn Ungar, “Pandemic.” Used with the author’s permission.  
You can read more of Lynn's poetry and learn about her work at  

http://www.lynnungar.com 



Sermons in the coming weeks: 

8/2/20 – Acts 9:23-31 Saul Accepted by the Believers in Jerusalem: Trusting in God’s ability to of-
fer forgiveness and really change a sinner. 

8/9/20 – Acts 9:32-42 Aeneas healed and Dorcas raised from death: Miracles happened to draw 
more believers in the early church. Do they still happen? 

8/16/20 – Acts 10: (1-48) Cornelius and Peter meet: The Gentiles are received as believers. Jesus 
is for everyone! 

8/23/20 – Acts 12:1-19 Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison: God rescues his own to advance 
the Kingdom. How has he rescued you? 

8/30/20 - Acts 14:8-20 Paul & Barnabas In Lystra and Derbe: Giving God the credit. 

9/6/20 (Labor Day Weekend) Acts 15:1-21 The Council at Jerusalem: Helping new believers feel 
accepted by the Church without compromising important beliefs. 

You can watch our worship services on our Facebook page: 

Amherst Trinity United Methodist Church at this link: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1867243083578145/?ref=group_header 

 

 

Missions and Outreach 

Many thanks to all those who help with our feeding ministries! 

Our free take-out community dinners happen each 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month from 5-6pm. 
People park in our lot and we take the food out to their car. 

The mobile food pantry continues every 3rd Monday of the month with distribution at 10:30-
11:30am. No proof of income is needed…we just take down name, number and ages of household 
members, phone number, and zip code. Again, they park in our lot and we take bagged food out to 
them. 

Our Blessings Box is always available near the sanctuary doors by the back parking lot. Anyone is 
welcome to stop and pick up a few things if they are in need. They are also welcome to share 
items if they are feeling blessed with extra! Give a little, take a little. Share the blessings! 

 



Church Fundraisers: 

We are still selling Tops gift cards! Call Duane Mazur at 564-2724 to obtain yours. You get to 
use your full purchase price, and Tops donates back a percentage to the church. 

On-line Rummage Sale! Edie Weaver is conducting an online rummage sale for the church on 
Facebook Marketplace. All you have to do is donate the articles you want to sell for the 
church, and Edie will post them. You can see what’s for sale by joining the Marketplace and 
searching for Edie’s name. The first day, we sold $100 in items, and have done another $100 
since then. This will be an on-going sale for now, so let’s clean out those closets and  
garages and make some money for our church!  Donations can be brought to the church. 

We still have some TUMC T-shirts for sale. They are $10 each. See Judy Chambos or Pastor 
Jean if you would like one. 

Cookbooks. Also for sale we have copies of our original Trinity cookbooks for only $10. See 
Pastor Jean to get your copy! 

If you have ideas for a fundraiser, please see Tom Kucskar or any Finance team member. 
Thanks for your continued support of our church! 

We will be holding a fund raising dinner on Friday, August 14th from 4-6pm. This will be a 
take-out only dinner. The menu this month includes spaghetti & meatballs, salad, bread, and 
dessert. Price for the meal will be $10 each. If anyone would like to help with this dinner, 
please contact Pastor Jean. There will be a signup sheet on the back table in the sanctuary on 
Sundays where you can choose what you would like to do. Donations of food, selling tickets, 
help with cooking, packing meals, taking meals to customers in the parking lot, and cleanup 
will be on the signup sheet. Thanks to any who can help, and all those who come for dinner! 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

August  3    Nancy Parnella 

August  8    Michele Aleksandrovs 

August 10   Ruth Badgley 

August 10  Karen Lawton 

August 23  Jennifer Klock 

August 25  Tom Kucskar 

August 26  Eileen Franke 

August 29  Matthew Sherry 

August 30  Gary Ryerson 

August 30  Andrew Weaver 

August  1    Duane & Arlene Mazur 

August 3     Cristen Gregory & Bryan Eckenrode 

August 11   Curtis and Glenna Ford Glenn 

August 20   Lavern & Betty Way 

August 23   Cindy & Gerry Fura 

August 26   Robbie and Silas Goma 

Life continues to move forward, despite the repercussions we are facing from the Corona-
virus. Slowly we are starting to emerge from the chaos, putting our toes in the water to see 
if it is safe to venture out. A few of us are attending a socially distanced Sunday Church 
Service. There are some stalwart volunteers who have tried to do their part to reach out to 
the neighborhood in activities such as the Mobile Food Pantry, Community Dinners, and 
the Blessing Box. Many of you have taken the time to send cards or notes to those in need 
of an encouraging word. These efforts are greatly appreciated during this difficult time. 
 
We do need some uplifting moments. Friendship Circle decided to continue their tradition 
of our annual picnic/swim party at Sue White’s house in West Seneca. We were able to so-
cially distance in her large back yard, each of us bringing our own lunch with a dessert of 
individually wrapped ice cream bars. It was the camaraderie which made the afternoon so 
special after being apart for so long. I just wish we could find a way for Shirley Circle to 
safely meet. 
 
For those of you who have the ability to Zoom, I thought we might have an online scaven-
ger hunt. This would be a fun way to meet and greet and interact with one another. If you 
are interested, contact me at olmstedlms@gmail.com or call 716-208-6802. Everyone is wel-
come to join us. 
 
The Executive Board will meet sometime in August to discuss future activities which rein-
force our connection to one another while keeping us safe from harm. We urge you to 
share any suggestions. 

UMW UPDATE. . .  By Ellen Klock, President 

 In July the Mobile Food Pantry distributed food items to 64 families. Many of them visited 
our Blessing Box as well. Thank you to all who assisted with packaging the food and  
handing it out to the people waiting in their cars as well as to the walk ups from the  
immediate neighborhood. While we saw many of our regulars, there were also a few new  
visitors. I am grateful we can continue this ministry at a time when fresh food products are 
urgently needed.  


