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Pastor’s Corner~
I sat down the other day with my fellow pilgrims on the journey of Lent. We
were having a Bible study session, and we started to talk about the cross.
Why is the cross essential for us as Christians, or put differently, is the cross
important for us?  What does it mean for us that Jesus died on the cross?
 During the early period of Christianity, the cross was nothing of
significance in the life of the church. If anything, the cross was a symbol of a
humiliating painful public execution. But by the early third century,
Christians had begun to adopt the cross as their symbol. Although what
happened to Jesus on the cross was gruesomely painful, that action brought
salvation to humankind.  Fred Sanders, in his article Centered on the Cross,
notes that “the cross of Christ is the center of salvation. It is the crucial
point,the place of convergence, where everything about the gospel comes
together”. No wonder the apostle Paul says that when he went to the
Corinthians, he sought to know nothing else except the cross. I Corinthians
2:1-3 “And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I
did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the
testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you
in weakness with great fear and trembling.” Paul was focusing upon the
cross of Jesus as the main point and considering other things as auxiliaries.
 To think of the cross as the center is, however, not to exclude everything
else surrounding it. In fact, a thing is central only if some other things are
surrounding it. To think of the cross as the center is to be aware of all the
other great truths that find their meaning in it.  It is to think about the life,
death, and resurrection of Christ. It is to think about the forgiveness of sins.
It is to think about God bearing our punishment that we may earn salvation.
Lent is a period that we celebrate the work of Jesus on the cross. We remind
ourselves of what he went through in his pursuit of our souls. The fact that
the cross brought complete redemption to humankind. Jesus took what
would have been our pain for the sin penalty upon himself and give us his
life in exchange. Paul marvels at this transaction believing it to be the most
powerful exchange. He was so convinced of the power at the cross of Christ
that he presented the message of the cross as plainly as he could. In other
words, the message of the cross did not require eloquence or excellent
training in oratory. The message of the cross, which is the gospel of Jesus
Christ, is powerful enough to convict people and bring them into repentance.
The ridiculousness of Jesus’ sacrifice is enough testimony. It needs no extra
help or persuasion skills. It is why he says that he did not come with
“eloquence or human wisdom” as he proclaimed the testimony about God.
He trusted that the cross, which is the center of the gospel has power on its
own.
 Back to our Bible study question, Is the cross important for a Christian?
Yes, it is. It is important because it is the center by which the gospel message
holds together. Better still, the cross reminds me that it is enough for
whatever God sends me to do. It is not my eloquence, my training, my
oratory, or lack thereof. Because of the work that happened at the cross, we

Guess what? It’s breakfast time again!
Join us  am on Saturday, April 25 for
good food and fellowship to start your
day! Admission is by donation-only.

Our January Community Breakfast was well attended,
and we all enjoyed a bountiful breakfast.  As if there
weren’t enough items on the menu, biscuits and
gravy.were added! We wish to thank those who worked to
make this event happen–the planners, cooks, dishwasher
& clean-up crew, and bake sale contributors. Donations
are going to upcoming mission trips.

BREAKFAST SUCCESS!

The Dash -

 I read of a man who stood to speak
At the funeral of a friend,
He referred to the dates on his tombstone
From the beginning to the end.
He noted that first came the date of his birth
And spoke the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all
Was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time
That he spent alive on earth.
And now only those who love him
Know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not how much we own;
The cars, the house, the cash,
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.
   (Read at my brother’s funeral) – Barbara Hofmeier



Guatemala Here I Come!

Packing now for my United Methodist Volunteer in Mission
trip to Guatemala! One of our former pastors, Rev. Linda
Kusse-Wolfe, who now lives in Virginia, is leading this trip to
work in a village in the central highlands of Guatemala. I felt
drawn to this venture from the time I first learned of it. You
know how sometimes your head and heart fight each other?
My head was telling me I could not afford it at this time, and
how could I take that much time away from my work
obligations (substitute teaching, teaching aquacize, working at
the church, and being available to care for grandchildren).
But God was apparently working in my heart, and HE won.
There will be a group of about 8 of us, and it doesn’t matter
that I don’t know any of them besides Pastor Linda.  But I will
soon! I don’t have all the details yet, but I do know, for one
thing,  we’re working with pre-schoolers in a nutrition
program. I will tell you all about it when I get back!   Thanks
to all who have helped financially through the last breakfast

and the noisy offerings.             –Rita Tinkler

Remember to SPRING FORWARD on March 8!
Don’t be late for church!

• First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2020
• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2020
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2020
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 8, 2020
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15, 2020
• First day of spring, March 19, 2020
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020
• Holy Week, April 5-12, 2020
• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5, 2020
• Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020
• Good Friday, April 10, 2020
• Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 22, 2020
• National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2020
• Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020
• Armed Forces Day, May 16, 2020
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 18, 2020
• Ascension, May 21, 2020
• Memorial Day, May 25, 2020
• Pentecost, May 31, 2020

have all we need to proclaim the truth of God to a desperate
world. There is salvation in him who loved humanity and gave
his life to save theirs on that rugged cross.
Amen. -Pastor Susan

Pastor’s Corner (cont’d)~

COMMUNITY CHICKEN NOODLE SUPPER!

Our Mentor UMC is sponsoring
  a chicken noodle dinner!
~Saturday, Mar 21 5-7:00
~at the Assaria Community Building
~we’re selling tickets ($8 adults, $5 under 12)
~It’s a full meal with dessert
~Mentor parishioners will sign up to bring food items
~And invite friends!

in action!  They made 11
cookie plates for shut-ins and those recovering
from operations & chemo to show their love &
caring. You may attend their meetings on the
third Tuesday of each month at McCall Manor
at 1:30.



Following worship on Mar. 15, we can enjoy a baked
potato bar.  Potatoes and all the popular toppings will
be supplied, so be sure to stay after church and join
us.  How about inviting a friend to church and inviting
them to stay afterward for the meal? If you wish to
bring a salad or dessert, that would be welcome.
Beverages and plates will be supplied.

Wear  and come
enjoy some Irish
potatoes on Mar. 15!

BAKED POTATO BAR Easter traditions are important, but they vary widely. While
Americans dye hardboiled eggs, Kenyans carve soapstone eggs and
present them as gifts in banana-fiber boxes. In Bermuda, locals fly
homemade kites on Good Friday — a tradition that began when a
teacher illustrated Christ’s ascension to heaven using a cross-shaped
kite.
 Ethiopian Christians observe a 56-day fast from meat and all
animal products. On Easter, they dress in white to worship in
churches decorated with handmade fabric. Then they feast with non-
Christians on roast chicken, goat and rice.
 In France, church bells are silent between Holy Thursday and
Easter to observe Jesus’ Passion. According to legend, the bells grow
wings and fly to Rome to be blessed, returning on Easter with
chocolate and presents. In one town’s main square, chefs make a
giant omelet with 4,500 eggs to feed 1,000 people!

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our
lives. The Eskimos practice balance as they
venture into freezing Arctic waters in little
boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know
how easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are
just as easy to turn back upright.

That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as
a whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines we
adopt, if we succumb to temptation, it’s no
biggie. One of the lessons of Lent is that, as
long as we’re traveling light, it takes only a
quick twist of the paddle to right us. That
paddle twist might take the form of a quick but
heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!”
Or it might mean some extra time set aside for
quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if
your spiritual discipline fails now and then.
Just let Jesus help you get upright once more,
and keep paddling!

—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics

EASTER AROUND THE WORLD

   HOLY WEEK AT MENTOR

● Children will parade with palms on Palm Sunday

● Good Friday service will be held at Gypsum UM Church this
year.

● Children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Sat, April 11 at 10:00 AM.

● Easter Sunrise Service (details to come)

Editor’s Note: This newsletter will be published
quarterly throughout 2020. Please submit articles to
the church office or to Rita Tinkler.


