
Good Morning.  Stewardship, as you know, is giving some of your time, talent and 

treasure back to God in appreciation for all that God has given to you. I am 

thankful to both God and to our parish for allowing me the opportunity to 

participate as an active member in this great parish of ours. This morning I want 

to speak to you on time. How can we be faithful stewards in this season of 

uncertainty?  Faithful stewardship in a time of uncertainty can allow us the time 

and freedom to discern the purpose God has for every aspect of our lives.  How 

will we be good stewards of the resource of time, in a season that is marked by 

disruption and, for many, an enforced slow-down in the pace of life? What can we 

do with this time that honors God, nurtures a deepening of spiritual life, and 

cares for the most vulnerable among us?   God has given us our life and our time 

to manage as part of us being His steward. As good stewards, He expects us to 

manage our time, our life, according to His will. We are to redeem the time that 

God has provided us. Ephesians 5:16 advises us to redeem our time for God’s 

glory.  Time is a resource and we should not waste the time God has given us.  

The problem we each face in our society today is not the amount of time God has 

allotted to us, but our view of time and life itself, and how we use the time we 

have. God is not limited by time as we are.  We are confined to twenty-four hours 

each day and to a certain number of days in the life which God allots us.  The 

Bible teaches us that time is a resource and a stewardship for which we are all 
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responsible before God. The life of the church is impacted by these time 

pressures. There are too many meetings, programs, and other constraints calling 

the body of Christ to go, go, go, and do, do, do. The results are debilitating on our 

relationship with God, with one another, and with time needed to think, meditate, 

and grasp God’s truth and we are failing to grasp who we are, why we are here, 

and where we are really going. Jesus told his apostles, “Come with me privately 

to an isolated place and rest a while”.  Our Parish can no longer be a bunch of 

strangers.  We need to be a group of friends, a family. I can personally tell you 

there is joy and happiness I have received as a member actively contributing and 

working in this parish.  My involvement has provided me with a sense of 

belonging.  I consider all of you my family, my friends. Being good stewards of 

time does not mean we cannot enjoy the many good things God gives us in this 

life. We need to have a grasp of time in the sense of understanding the great 

events of God in history, past, present, and future as they are set forth in 

Scripture in the grand scheme of the plan of God. The goal concerning the 

stewardship of time is not to get Christians busier. It is not busier lives that we 

need.   We are here to represent Jesus, to glorify God, and enjoy Him forever. 

Stewardship involves spending time with God. Recognizing that every day is a gift

from God, we strive to spend some of each day with God, through prayer, Sunday 

Eucharistic, scripture reading, bible study, quiet meditation and other spiritual 
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activities. During this time we ask God how He wants us to use the gifts He has 

given to us.  I invite you all over the next three weeks to reflect and pray on your 

own blessings and personal gifts.  I challenge you to consider if your giving 

reflects your blessings.  I encourage you—from my own personal experience—

don’t be afraid to get involved. Before I retired, my work kept me very busy and I 

also was involved with my Church.  How could I do everything.  I asked God for 

wisdom in choosing what to do with my time.  Being retired has allowed me to 

spend more time with God and in Church.  I participate in Bible Study, I lead a 

Contemplative Prayer Group, and I have a group of friends who keep each other 

accountable to God.  Good things happen when you share of yourself; you will 

know the deep joy that comes from being a part of God’s work here on earth. 

Stewardship is a total giving of ourselves—including a balance of time, talent and

treasure so we all get to know the joy that comes from sharing our gifts.  Can you

give us a little of your time?  There is something each of you can do and you are 

never to old to do the work for our Lord. Recently you received a letter from the 

vestry with a pledge card and a yearly pledge calendar with weekly offering dates

and our outreach for Messiah in Mission each month enclosed.  Stewardship is 

trusting God. We believe that our generous God will always provide for us. None 

of us will ever have all that we want, but we will always have all that we need. I 

encourage you to pray over the next three weeks about your gift to the Church of 
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the Messiah. Does your financial support of this Church truly reflect all of the 

blessings God has given to you?  Your pledge enables the Parish to minister to the

needs of all who come through our doors, pay our clergy and staff, offer worship 

and music, pay the utilities and expense of the buildings and engage the wider 

community through formation, education, and outreach. Your pledge also guides 

and empowers the vestry so they may plan wisely for the short and longer term, 

and to know the amount of predictable funds available to maintain a responsible 

budget and plan for strategic growth.  All of our ministry takes place because of 

your generosity.   After a prayerful three weeks, Consecration Sunday will be 

celebrated on November 22nd,  This is the date you all will be able to bring your 

pledge card back to Church and present your offering before God. Stewardship of 

time is quality time with God, with others, with ourselves. Stewardship is really 

that simple: Christ living and working in your life to bring you eternal life so that 

you may rejoice in Him and serve Him.  Next week you will hear more on our 

Stewardship talk on Talent.

Let us pray:  Father, you are the giver of all good gifts. Guide us to be generous 

with all that you give to us, that we might use our resources rightly, to the praise 

and glory of your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

By Janet Papa
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