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THE GOOD NEWS 
Monthly newsletter of the Church of the Messiah 

From the Rector:   Time and time again you will (and should) hear me say that “it’s 
all about Jesus.”  Everything we do as individuals and as a church should be with the 
desired goal to bring glory to Jesus.  Whether it be singing hymns, receiving holy 
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communion or serving on vestry, it should always be about Jesus.  If Jesus is not at 
the core of all we do as a church than we are nothing more than any other non-for-
profit organization.  Other such organizations do really great work in helping the 
poor, displaying the arts and providing activities for our communities.  But at the end 
of the day, people are are the primary focus of such organizations.  The sole purpose 
of the church is to give God the glory and honor due His name.  It is all for His 
benefit.  This is why the church is so counter-cultural.  It is the only organization that 
is not directed to the well being and benefit of other fallen human beings.  Certainly 
we are called to love and serve others (in fact we are commanded to do so!) but all 
service must begin with giving God glory first.  When we take our eyes off of Jesus, we 
as church can be led astray.   

The picture on the front page of this month’s newsletter is the crucifix that sits on the 
main altar.  It is there as a reminder to the celebrant that all that we do is with the 
intended purpose of keeping our eyes on Jesus.  You may find this hard to believe, but 
even the priest can get distracted during holy communion if they don’t have a visible 
reminder right in front of them.  As odd as it might seem, in the midst of the most 
sacred and holy moment, it is possible for the priest to be thinking about what they 
need to get at the grocery store.  The crucifix is there to remind the priest that all that 
he does, be it celebrating the eucharist to driving home, should all be done for the 
glory of God.  This must also be true for those not serving as clergy.  May you and I 
always remember that everything we say and do should have Jesus at the center. 

Pax Christi, 
Karl+ 

Fall Programming at Church of the Messiah 
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Monday Night Bible Study:  About the beginning of the second 
century there lived in the vicinity of Ephesus a Christian elder of 
such eminence and reputation that he could style himself simply 
"The Elder" in his letters. Tradition has called him John.  A 
disagreement had arisen among the Christians of Asia about the 
reality of Jesus' life and death.  In three different letters St. John 
attempts to address these issues as well as other topics.  In our 12 
week study we will dive deep into the epistles of St. John with the 

hope to know God better as well as the Word he has given us.  All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Mondays @ 7 pm in the lounge. 

Rector’s Forum:  The 
Thirty-Nine Articles of 
Religion together with the 
Anglican Catechism are the 
defining statements of 
Anglican doctrine. They were 
issued by the Convocation of 
clergy of the Church of 
England in 1571 and are 
printed in the Book of 
Common Prayer and other 
Anglican prayer books. From 
1673 to 1828, the Test Act made adherence to the Thirty-Nine Articles a requirement 
for holding civil office in England.  The Articles highlight some of the major 
differences between Anglican and Catholic doctrine, as well as more protestant 
positions.  We will spend 12 weeks examining this wonderful and comprehensive 
document of our faith. 

Theology on Tap:  In this falls edition of Theology on Tap, we will be reading 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s “The Cost of Discipleship.” One of the most important 
theologians of the twentieth century illuminates the relationship between ourselves 
and the teachings of Jesus. What can the call to discipleship, the adherence to the 
word of Jesus, mean today to the businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the 
aristocrat? What did Jesus mean to say to us? What is his will for us today? Drawing 
on the Sermon on the Mount, Dietrich Bonhoeffer answers these timeless questions 
by providing a seminal reading of the dichotomy between "cheap grace" and "costly 
grace." "Cheap grace," Bonhoeffer wrote, "is the grace we bestow on ourselves...grace 
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without discipleship....Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and 
again, the girl which must be asked for, the door at which a man must know....It is 
costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only 
true life.” The Cost of Discipleship is a compelling statement of the demands of 
sacrifice and ethical consistency from a man whose life and thought were exemplary 
articulations of a new type of leadership inspired by the Gospel, and imbued with the 
spirit of Christian humanism and a creative sense of civic duty.  We will meet the first 
Wednesday of each month @ 7 pm beginning on September 2nd and ending 
December 2nd. please email fatherkarl86@gmail.com if planning on attending. 
Books will be available.  

Book & bible study for women: Fearless Daughters of the Bible 

Meeting monthly starting Saturday, October 17, 10 am - 12 pm 

A new women’s monthly study will begin on 
Saturday, October 17. We will meet on the third 
Saturday of each month from October through May, 
and will be reading J. Lee Grady’s Fearless Daughters 
of the Bible: What You Can Learn from 22 Women 
Who Challenged Tradition, Fought Injustice and 
Dared to Lead.  No prior bible experience or expertise 
required!!  Just come with an open mind and heart.  
Books are $11. You may order your own, or purchase 
in a group order through the church. To do so, 
contact Jen at 441-7839 or 
jgriswoldkuhn@gmail.com by October 10.  

“Christian women are often led to believe they were 
created inferior to men, destined to play a secondary role. Proverbs 31 gets morphed 
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into a judgment, the sole standard against which many feel like frauds or failures. But 
the Bible has much more to say about women!  Looking into the lives of 22 mold-
breaking women of the Bible, bestselling author and women's advocate J. Lee Grady 
shows that God enables His daughters for amazing--even impossible--exploits. Lee 
also reveals the empowering, often-overlooked gifts God gives each of His daughters--
gifts like wisdom, fruitfulness, boldness and leadership. When women accept and use 
these gifts, they can live the fearless and beautiful lives of purpose God has ordained 
for them.”  

Pilgrimmage to Ommegang Brewery Recap 

Eleven members of our church family went to the Ommegang Brewery on August 22.  
It was a gorgeous day and some of us got a very scenic ride out there.  It was really 
nice to attend this function and get to know our fellow parishioners outside of church, 
coffee hours, book studies, etc.  Ommegang is one of an increasing number of "craft" 
breweries that exist throughout the country and is nestled in a beautiful valley just 
outside of Cooperstown, NY.  The tour guide told us that it was located there because 
the area had supported the growing of hops years ago.  Local hop farmers are 
"breathing life back into the state’s hop industry" and Ommegang is now brewing 
some beers from hops grown solely in NY State.  The tour of the brew house was 
interesting and the beer tasting was "interesting" as well; they're putting all sorts of 
things in beer these days.   
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Thank you from Deacon Nancy 

My beloved brothers and sisters, 

There are no words to express my feelings of thanksgiving and love for each of 
you and our lives together over the past 12 years.  There are no words to properly say 
“thank you” for your extraordinary generosity in supporting my continuing education.  
Grounded in your love and support – both in giving and in prayer (please continue),  
I am taking an online course through Trinity School for Ministry this Fall and will be 
able to take several other courses in the next year – with the goal of putting that 
learning to use in all aspects of ministry. You are forever my family in Christ.  I love 
you and look forward to our lives intersecting in new ways even as you remain in my 
prayers for peace, grace and an abundance of God’s steadfast love.   

~Deacon Nancy  

Thanksgiving and Christmas Gifts for the Community 

The Daughters of the King are collecting NEW MEN’S gloves, hats and warm socks to 
be given the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend; please leave these items in the basket 
in the church narthex by November 22. We will also be collecting men's regular size 
toiletries, packages of disposable razors, shaving cream, deodorant and aftershave 
lotion to be given as gifts at the Christmas dinner (please, no travel-sized items). 
Thank you! 

Women at the Well! 

A Women at the Well potluck dinner will be held 
on Wednesday, October 21st at 6 pm in the Parish 
House Lounge.  These social gatherings give 
women an opportunity to renew acquaintances, 
make new friends and enjoy a relaxing meal with 
lively conversation and lots of laughter.   

Bring a dish to share, and invite a friend or 
neighbor to come with you.   

Questions?  call Rebecca Matteson - 480-4310  or 
Kit Huggard - 636-3040.   
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Welcome Fr. Bruce! 

Fr. Bruce Mason began his new position at Church 
of the Messiah on Sunday, September 13th as part-
time assisting priest.  Fr. Bruce is the President and 
Executive Director of Glens Falls NY-based Healing 
Spring Christian Ministries, which he founded with 
his wife Shay in 2012. He was ordained to the 
Episcopal priesthood in 2007, and from 2007-2011 
he served as Rector of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Lake Luzerne, NY.   

Having been dramatically healed in 1998 of a life-
threatening illness, Fr. Bruce is a passionate 
believer in the healing power of Jesus 

Christ. He received an MA in Evangelical and Charismatic Studies through the 
University of Birmingham, UK. Previously, Fr. Bruce received a Bth in Theology 
(M.Div. equivalent) from Oxford University, UK (Wycliffe Hall), as well as an MA in 
Political Management from George Washington University in Washington, DC. He 
earned a BA in English from Hamilton College in Clinton, NY. Rev. Mason and his 
wife Shay live in Queensbury, NY, and have two children, daughter Abigail (15) and 
son Avery (13). Shay formerly served as the Executive Director of the Glens Falls 
Symphony Orchestra and is the Manager of the Symphony’s Children’s Chorus. She 
also recently served as the Finance Manager for Chris Gibson for Congress.  Fr. Bruce 
will be assisting and preaching at Sunday morning services as well as helping lead 
bible studies and the healing ministry at the parish. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Weekly: Forum Sundays @ 11:30 am; Bible Study Mondays @ 7 pm; Mass Tuesdays @ 9 am 
10/8 (Thursday)  Youth Bible Study 6 pm in Parish Hall Lounge 
10/15 (Thursday)  Vestry Meeting 7 pm at Rectory 
10/17 (Saturday)  Women’s Study 10 am - noon in Parish Hall Lounge 
10/18 (Sunday)  Feast of St. Luke (Stephen Minister Sunday) 8 am and 10 am 
10/21 (Wednesday)  Women at the Well 6 pm in Parish Hall Lounge 
10/22 (Thursday)  Youth Bible Study 6 pm in Parish Hall Lounge 
10/24 (Saturday)  Men’s Breakfast 8 am in Parish Hall Lounge 
10/28 (Wednesday) Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude 12 pm (side altar) 
10/29 (Thursday)  Youth group haunted hayride  
10/31 (Saturday)  Family-friendly Halloween Party 1 pm 
11/2 (Wednesday) Theology on Tap 7 pm (Davidson Brothers) 
11/7 (Saturday) Regional Confirmation 11 am at Messiah
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