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THE GOOD NEWS 
Monthly newsletter of the Church of the Messiah 

From the Rector:  For almost an entire year we have been digging deep into the gospel of 
Mark in our Sunday worship services.  Each week that I have prepared to preach, I have 
discovered something new that I had never noticed before.  I have been truly blessed and 
edified going through Mark’s gospel with the intentional focus on the many amazing 
deeds of Jesus Christ.  From the first week in the sermon series my eyes have been 
opened to the clarity and urgency with which Mark wants to present the gospel — in all 
that Christ accomplishes in his earthly ministry, but also in his death, resurrection and 
ascension.  When we take the time to dig deep into God’s Word, we engage the very truth 
that is the foundation of all life as well as gaining a greater understanding of who we are 
in relation to that truth.  Preaching through sections of the bible consecutively is known 
as expository preaching.  Doing this allows us to see the greater overarching narrative that 
exists.  There can be the temptation to read scriptures outside of their greater context, but 
this causes us to miss what the author is really trying to communicate.  By going through 
a book of the bible over several months we have been able to see the dots being connected 
from beginning to end in regard to the life Jesus Christ.  After spending this past year 
preaching Mark’s gospel I am more convinced than ever that we should continue doing 
expository sermon series.  That being said, over the next year we have a couple of 
different sermon series we will be going through and I pray that you will find them as 
meaningful and challenging as I do in preparing for them. 

Pax Christi, 
Karl+ 
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Holy Ghost Halloween Party Recap 

Several members of Messiah got together for a time of fun and fellowship on halloween in 
the parish hall.  Kemm Wilson and many others helped to organize and run a successful time 
of ghouls and goblins…and plenty of treats as well! 
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All Saints Day Baptisms 

We had a packed house at 
the 10 am service on 
November 1, 2015 as we 
celebrated the feast of All 
Saint’s with glorious 
worship and the baptism of 
three of our young ones. 
Eloise Story, Jack and 
Benjamin Wilson were 
initiated into the 
community of faith 
through the sacrament of 
baptism and the 

celebration continued into the afternoon with a festive coffee hour.  The families 
would like to extend a huge thank you to all those who were able to attend and 
continue to pray for the newly baptized. 

Regional Confirmation 
November 7, 11 am 

Confirmation marks the point in 
the Christian journey at which one 
affirms for themselves the faith 
into which they have been 
baptized and their intention to live 
a life of committed discipleship. 
This affirmation is confirmed 
through prayer and the laying on 
of hands by the confirming bishop, 
in this case, Bishop Love. The 
Church also asks God to give those 
being confirmed power through 
the Holy Spirit to enable them to 
live in the way of Jesus.  A service of the sacrament of confirmation will be held at 
Messiah on Saturday, November 7th at 11 am.  Please consider attending this most 
important and meaningful service in support of those committing themselves to 
making a public declaration of their desire to follow Jesus. 
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Advent Quiet Day 

Saturday, December 5, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

*Free - please register by December 1 to the church office* 

On Saturday, December 5th we will welcome Pastor Ken 
Prater — who has been the senior pastor at Durkeetown 
Baptist for over 25 years — to lead us in our Advent quiet day.  
The program will last from 8:30 am until 1:30 pm.  We will 
begin our time together with a light breakfast and morning 
prayer and will conclude with a service of Holy Communion at 
1 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Throughout the morning 
Pastor Ken will give three different reflections that will lead us 
into prolonged periods of silence and prayer.  Ken has sent 
along this preview of the themes of the day: 

Session 1: “Anticipation: My problem with Carol King, Ketchup and Emmie Neigh"   

I will connect these points together to talk about how Advent teaches us the value of 
waiting even though we'd rather not. Advent can teach us a great deal if we are willing 
to get on board with waiting.  

Session 2: "Learning to Unlearn: "Confessions of a non-Advent participant.” 

Being raised Baptist meant that we absolutely do not EVER do what other Christians 
have done throughout church history.  This means I had to unlearn some things in 
order to see Jesus more clearly as the Incarnate God.  

Session 3: "Advent 24/7/365 - Hey Advent, please stop pushing me, I'd rather be 
indifferent.”   

The truth I have found is that Advent is a rather pushy liturgical concept. Because 
Advent helps center me on Christ during the Christmas season, I am now getting 
pushed to do His stuff instead of my own stuff.  Advent is pushy, but it is pushing me 
to something much more significant, so I have to accept its demands if I am going to 
live incarnationally as I celebrate the incarnation.  
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Advent Lessons and Carols 
Saturday, December 12, 4 pm 

On Saturday, December 
12th at 4 pm we will be 
offering a service of Advent 
Lessons and Carols.  The 
Festival of Lessons and 
Carols is a service of 
Scripture and song that 
dates to the late 19th 
century.  In this service, we 
listen to nine Scripture 
lessons which recount the 

Fall, the promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation, and the Great Commission to preach 
the Good News.  Each lesson is followed by a carol or other song that reflects on the 
lesson's message and a brief prayer.  This is a wonderful opportunity to worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness as we await in expectation the birth of Jesus.  All are 
welcome and a light reception will follow. 

Saint of the Month - James Otis Sargent Huntington 

James Huntington was born in Boston in 1854, 
studied at Harvard and at St Andrew's Divinity 
School in Syracuse, was ordained to the priesthood 
around 1880, and served a working-class 
congregation. After a few years, he felt called to 
found a monastic order for priests of the Episcopal 
Church, and with two companions he began 
working among poor immigrants on New York's 
Lower East Side. After a slow start, he with others 
became the Order of the Holy Cross, which now has 
a monastery in West Park, New York, and priests 
involved in parish work and social work scattered 
elsewhere. Huntington was Superior of the order for 
several non-consecutive terms, but devoted himself chiefly to preaching, teaching, 
and counseling until his death on 28 June 1935. Since this is the feast of Irenaeus of 
Lyons, he is commemorated on the anniversary of the receiving of his monastic vows 
by the Bishop of New York on 25 November 1884.  Fr. Karl is an associate of the order 
of Holy Cross and one of the current brothers of the order will be visiting in the spring 
of 2016 to Church of the Messiah. 
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It’s Coming!!! 
*Please RSVP to the church office if you haven’t yet filled out a 

reservation card on Sunday morning. Thanks!* 

Congregations that approach financial 
stewardship from a biblical perspective 
do not view the money Christians give to 
their church merely as a way to pay its 
bills. Rather, such congregations see 
financial contributions as a way to help 
people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes.   

Our congregation’s stewardship 
committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way 
to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship 
education emphasis this year.  New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical 
philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, 
rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like 
members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of 
Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration 
Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to 
the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”   

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and 
members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, 
benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world.  
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so 
voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people 
to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in 
such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill 
out a card. We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During 
morning worship there will be a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed 
by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.  We will 
encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration 
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Sunday team and other leaders. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people 
to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.  Thanks in advance for your 
enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events on November 22nd. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Weekly: Forum Sundays @ 11:30 am; Bible Study Mondays @ 7 pm; Mass Tuesdays @ 9 am 

11/4  (Wednesday)  Theology on Tap 7 pm (Davidson Brothers) 
11/7 (Saturday)  Regional Confirmation 11 am at Messiah 
11/14  (Saturday)  Movie Night 7 pm at Parish House (Amazing Grace) 
11/21 (Saturday)  Women’s Study, 10 am - 12 pm: Fearless Daughters of the Bible 
11/22  (Sunday)  Consecration Sunday: one Service 9 am with catered brunch 
11/26 (Thursday)  Holy Communion for Thanksgiving Day (10 am) 
12/2  (Wednesday)  Theology on Tap 7 pm (Davidson Brothers) 
12/5  (Saturday)  Advent Quiet Day 
12/12  (Saturday)  Advent Lessons and Carols
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