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THE GOOD NEWS 
Seasonal newsletter of the Church of the Messiah 

From the Rector:  One of the important things to remember as a church is that not only are we 
called to be good stewards of our treasures, talents and time, but we are also responsible for the 
buildings that God has entrusted us with.  Our church building is over 150 years old and our 
parish hall is over 50 years old.  As members of the body of Christ, we are foremost called to 
worship, pray, study God’s word, and serve others, but we also have a beautiful physical campus 
to maintain — not just for our own use, but as a witness to our community, too.  We are also 
custodians of our property for future generations.  

Over the past several months we have been working hard to improve 
the buildings and grounds of our parish.  You have noticed by now that 
there are brand new floors in the parish hall, the entry way and the 
hallway in C.E.L.  We also painted the entry way of the parish house 
and on a recent Saturday several people gathered to rip out all the old 
bushes and trees that were hiding the building.  All told, it cost the 
parish over $30,000 to make these improvements.  Luckily the church 
had two recent substantial bequests in order to have these projects 
taken care of.  I tell you this as a reminder that when you leave Church 

of the Messiah in your estate planning that it goes to help the mission of the parish as well as the 
upkeep of our buildings and grounds.  If you would like more information about how you can 
make Church of the Messiah a part of your will please feel free to set up a meeting with one of the 
wardens or myself.  Praise God to whom all blessings flow! 

-Fr. Karl 
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Too Tired for Church 
by Sabrina LaPointe 

Most Sundays I wake up and think, “I’m too tired to go to church today.” My alarm goes off 
at 5:30 am during the work week. By the time I get up, get ready, and drive 45 minutes to the 
school where I teach, it’s now almost 8:00 am. I power through my day (fueled by several 
cups of coffee), drive home, then switch back to “mommy mode” for the rest of the evening. 
It’s what most working people have to do to to get the bills paid, I know. And I also know 
that there are people out there who work several jobs to make ends meet. I don’t have to do 
that. Blessed, for sure. 

Still though, by the time the weekend rolls around, I just 
wanna crash. We’re up and at it again for 8:00 am soccer 
practice on Saturdays, along with catching up on housework 
and shopping for groceries (aka the bane of my existence). 
Since I am a music teacher, I often have Saturday work 
commitments with my middle and high school students. 
Most Saturdays we try to squeeze in a family outing, or at 
least a movie snuggled up together on the bed. 

Sunday is literally the only day of the week that I could sleep in. And most Sundays, that’s 
the first thing on my mind when the alarm goes off. “I’m too tired to go to church today…I’ve 
had such a long week…God won’t care if I miss this week, right?” Sleeping in. So. Darn. 
Tempting. 

The reasons that initially kept me going back to church each week were selfish ones. I joined 
the choir and I often got solos. There were many young families at our church with children 
around the same age as my daughter, and the kids would sit together in the pews and leave 
us parents alone (hallelujah!). A semi-monthly gathering of female parishioners called 
Women at the Well brought the promise of a child-free evening with delicious food – and 
wine! Church was shaping up to be a pretty fun place to be! 

Slight problem, though. None of that has anything to do with Jesus. Oops. So what should be 
our reason for wanting to attend church every week? Worship, of course. Our first and 
foremost job as Christians is to worship and love God. But can’t we just do that from home in 
our pajamas with a cup of coffee? Why do we have to physically attend church services when 
there are a million online bibles to peruse and prayer groups to join? 
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Jesus specifically calls us to gather together in a body of worship. In Matthew 18:20, Jesus 
says, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” Jesus’ 
disciples echoed this call. In the book of Acts, Luke writes, “And they devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe 
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) 
When we gather together to worship, miraculous things happen. Prayers are requested and 
offered. Testimonies are professed. Gospel truths are proclaimed. Illnesses and pain are 
healed. The body and blood of Christ are shared. And in the midst of this, God is glorified. 
Yes, I could stay home and “get my church on” with Joel Osteen, but I would be missing an 
incredibly crucial and integral part of Jesus’ teaching – worshiping God in one body. If I’m 
not doing that, am I really worshiping the one true God? 

Our call to worship God is followed closely by a call to serve others and to make disciples in 
His name. Easier said than done, right? I’m more than happy to serve others. I’m a mom and 
a teacher, so it’s sort of ingrained in my DNA.The disciple-making part? That scares the 
dickens outta me. Ever heard the opening song to the musical “The Book of Mormon”? 
That’s enough to scare someone of any denomination away from trying to make disciples. It’s 
a work in progress for me, and I often pray for guidance, courage and faith in order to take 
even the first step. But here’s what I know for certain: you can’t attempt this part of the call 
alone. You can’t serve others from your couch, and you sure as heck can’t make disciples by 
sitting around watching TV. Gathering together in fellowship with others is the only 
guaranteed way to be able to serve and to evangelize. 

I am so blessed by my church family. God placed me in a church that has given me the 
chance to learn and grow as a Christian. He has given me some amazing 
friends who understand what it’s like to try and navigate this crazy 
world with a clear head and a Christian heart. He has given me my best 
friend, a woman who is caring and kind, and has taught me how to 
speak the truth in love. He’s given me all that, AND he gave me Jesus! 
Wow. That’s pretty mind-blowing.  And you know what? I wouldn’t 
have any of that if I slept in.   

Sabrina LaPointe is a parishioner  
and blogger @ songofhannah.com  
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Succesful Strawberry Festival! 

This year’s Strawberry Festival took place June 18th and 19th 
next to the church as part of the LARAC event and was a 
tremendous success.  We had great weather all weekend and 
many servings of our famous strawberry shortcakes were sold.  
A huge thanks to Guy and Deb Gordon, the Boy Scouts, and 
everyone who was able to help out. 

 

Hymns and Pimm’s Deck Party  
at the Rectory 

On Saturday, July 23 Fr. Karl and Jen invited the 
parishioners of Church of the Messiah to a “Hymns and 
Pimms” Deck party at the rectory.  There was a hymn sing 
as well as Pimm’s Cups, iced tea and lemonade served, 
along with finger foods.  About 25 people enjoyed the 
wonderful time of food, drink and fellowship.  There was 
much singing and joy at the event and there is talk of 
making it an annual event. Thanks to everyone who came! 

All-Ages VBS 2016 Recap 

During the last week of July over two dozen people of all ages participated in vacation 
bible school.  The theme this year was the story of Joseph and his time in Egypt.  Both young 
and old enjoyed their time in the book of Genesis learning about Joseph and all the 
challenges that he faced.  A big thank you to Shannon Ayala and the other volunteers who 
made this year’s VBS a great success. 

Pub Blessing 

On August 13th on the eve of the feast of Arnold of Soissons 
(the patron saint of beer), Fr. Karl offered a pub and beer 
blessing at Davidson Bros. in Glens Falls.  There were many 
present for the event: not just members of Messiah, but 
many from the wider community, too!  All in attendance 
had a good time and were able to learn a little bit about St. 
Arnold as Messiah continues to build relationships with 
local businesses.   
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Fall Programming 2016 

Adult Forum 

In this 8-session video group study, we will discover why Mere 
Christianity by C.S. Lewis is one of the most read and beloved Christian 
books of all time. But seventy years later from when it was first delivered 
on radio, what relevance does it have to our world today? Host Eric 
Metaxas and a variety of Christian leaders−including Philip Yancey, 
Alister McGrath, Devin Brown, Paul McCusker, Douglas Gresham, and 
others−help us understand the timeless message of C. S. Lewis in fresh 
ways for a new generation.  If interested in participating please let Becky 
know so she can order you a book.  The cost of the book is $9.00 and the 
forum begins September 18th after each morning service in the lounge. 
 

Weekly Bible Studies 

In conjunction with the Sunday sermon series each of 
our weekly bible studies will be digging deeper into the 
book of Acts.  The study meets three times a week:   

Wednesdays: 9:30 am in the lounge 
Men’s bible study: 8:00 am Saturdays at Spektor 
Coffee Roasters, Glens Falls 
Women’s bible study: 9:15 am Saturdays in the lounge 

 
Theology on Tap 

The fall edition of theology on Tap is reading and discussing the 
books The Rule of St. Benedict, and Esther De Waal’s A Life 
Giving Way: A Commentary on the Rule of St Benedict. Our 
opening lecture was September 21 at the brewery with Brother 
Randy Greve from Holy Cross Monastery. Meetings take place on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7pm at Davidson Brothers 
Brewpub. Please sign up in the narthex if planning on attending. 
      

Holy Ghost Party 
Saturday, October 29, 2—4 pm 

The church will be hosting a holy ghost halloween party in the parish 
hall for all ages.  There will be games, snacks and costumes at this 
ghoulish get together.  If interested in helping out or learning more 
please contact Kemm Wilson at kemm@nycap.rr.com, or 744-6291. 
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Holiness Conference at Christ the King SLC in Greenwich… 
Oct. 3-5, 2016: “Walk through the Door to Holiness” 

“WHY HOLINESS?  Christians express concern about the increasing divide between secular 
American culture and the Christian community.  How can we let our light shine in the 
darkness?  Developing common ground with postmodern thinking, this conference will 
provide an opportunity to understand God’s call to faith and holiness, and pray for the 
deepening our commitment to share the true Gospel message as an ecumenical faith 
community.  Standing our ground against the postmodern world’s suspicion of the Church, 
we will explore Gospel themes that foster true community.  Cultivating an appreciation for 
wisdom, our conference leaders will delve into the multi-dimensional nature of truth.  What 
is the whole person?  What is the transformational nature of Christian life—from head, to 
heart, to hand?  How is holiness embodied in our Lord Jesus Christ and His Spirit here 
among us?    

The Conference Leaders are:  The Most Rev’d George Carey, 103rd Archbishop of 
Canterbury (retired) George Carey retired as Archbishop in 2002. He is active in Christian 
ministry still. His main interests are in education, and an active engagement in public life. 
Together with his wife Eileen, he continues to serve many charitable interests.  The Most 
Rev’d Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D. Bishop since 2/11/2014 of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Albany.  Bishop Scharfenberger feels “Every one of us has wonderful gifts to be 
shared, and we need one another to be able to bring out the best in each other and, build up 
the Body of Christ.”  The Very Rev’d Dr. Chad Hatfield, Chancellor of St. Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary Father Chad came to SVOTS in 2007. He will discuss 
Salvation as worked out in community and how marriage is the primary community for most 
Christians.  The Rev’d Dr. Doug R. Cullum Vice President & Dean & Professor of 
Historical & Pastoral Theology.  Dr. Cullum will focus on the theology & charisms of John 
Wesley and the Methodist tradition in relation to the purpose & potential of human 
existence.” 

Heroes of the Faith 
William Tyndale was born about 1495 at Slymbridge near the 
Welsh border. He received his degrees from Magdalen College, 
Oxford, and also studied at Cambridge. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1521, and soon began to speak of his desire, which 
eventually became his life's obsession, to translate the Scriptures 
into English. It is reported that, in the course of a dispute with a 
prominent clergyman who disparaged this proposal, he said, "If 
God spare my life, ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth 
the plow to know more of the Scriptures than thou dost." The 
remainder of his life was devoted to keeping that vow, or boast. 
Finding that the King, Henry VIII, was firmly set against any 
English version of the Scriptures, he fled to Germany (visiting Martin Luther in 1525), and 
there travelled from city to city, in exile, poverty, persecution, and constant danger. Tyndale 
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understood the commonly received doctrine -- the popular theology -- of his time to imply 
that men earn their salvation by good behavior and by penance. He wrote eloquently in favor 
of the view that salvation is a gift of God, freely bestowed, and not a response to any good act 
on the part of the receiver. His views are expressed in numerous pamphlets, and in the 
introductions to and commentaries on various books of the Bible that accompanied his 
translations. He completed his translation of the New Testament in 1525, and it was printed 
at Worms and smuggled into England. Of 18,000 copies, only two survive. In 1534, he 
produced a revised version, and began work on the Old Testament. In the next two years he 
completed and published the Pentateuch and Jonah, and translated the books from Joshua 
through Second Chronicles, but then he was captured (betrayed by one he had befriended), 
tried for heresy, and put to death. He was burned at the stake, but, as was often done, the 
officer strangled him before lighting the fire. His last words were, "Lord, open the King of 
England's eyes.”  The feast day of William Tyndale is October 6th.  (taken from http://
satucket.com/lectionary/William_Tyndale.htm) 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Sundays  8:00 and 10:00 am — Holy Communion 
  Adult Forum on Mere Christianity follows each Sunday service (lounge) 
  5:00 pm — Worship (parish hall) 
  5:30 pm — Fellowship Meal (parish hall)  ** note time change 

Mondays  6:30 pm — Contemplative Prayer (lounge) 

Wednesdays 9:00 am — Holy Communion  
  9:30 am — Acts Bible Study 

Saturdays 8:00 am — Men’s Bible Study (Spektor Coffee Roasters, Glens Falls) 
  9:15 am — Women’s Bible Study (lounge) 

10/1  Vestry Retreat Day 

10/1  Daughters of the King meeting (9:00 am, lounge) 

10/3 - 10/5  Holiness Conference (At Christ the King SLC, Greenwich) 

10/19  Theology on Tap (7:00 pm, Davidson Bros. Brew Pub in Glens Falls) 

10/25  Book Group (7:00 pm, lounge) 

10/29  Messiah Holy Ghost Party (2:00 - 4:00 pm, parish hall)  

11/5  Daughters of the King Meeting (time TBA, lounge)  

11/11  Church Office closed (Veteran’s Day) 

11/16  Theology on Tap (7:00 pm, Davidson Bros. Brew Pub in Glens Falls) 

11/22  Book Group (7 pm, lounge) 

11/24-25 Church Office closed (Thanksgiving) 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Many thanks to volunteers Doug Jones (Treasurer) and Deb Tatro (Bookkeeper) 
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Church of The Messiah
Year-To-Date Finance Summary Jan. through Aug. 2016

Actual Budget
(Under) or 

Over Budget
Revenue
      Loose Plate $ 2,953.42 $ 3,300.00 $ (346.58)
      Pledge $ 141,541.00 $ 160,000.00 $ (18,459.00)
      Special Offerings $ 7,331.60 $ 10,500.00 $ (3,168.40)
      Facilities Rental $ 15,657.50 $ 17,244.00 $ (1,586.50)
      Strawberry Festival $ 3,471.08 $ 4,200.00 $ (728.92)
      Other Operating Income $ 223.26 $ 0.00 $ 223.26
      From General Endowment Fund $ 16,900.00 $ 16,900.00 $ 0.00
      Outreach $ 8,697.09 $ 8,167.00 $ 530.09
      Deacon Gil Gift $ 1,035.00 $ 0.00 $ 1,035.00

Total Revenue $ 197,809.95 $ 220,311.00 $ (22,501.05)
Expenditures
      Diocesan Assessment $ 21,225.75 $ 24,260.00 $ (3,034.25)
      Personnel $ 133,745.77 $ 129,679.00 $ 4,066.77
      Utilities $ 16,617.33 $ 20,358.00 $ (3,740.67)
      Maintenance and Repair $ 7,190.07 $ 8,667.00 $ (1,476.93)
      Insurance $ 8,231.93 $ 9,225.00 $ (993.07)
      Office and Administration $ 3,371.54 $ 5,896.00 $ (2,524.46)
      Liturgical $ 2,632.51 $ 2,667.00 $ (34.49)
      Parish Programs $ 3,172.67 $ 2,349.00 $ 823.67
      Children and Youth $ 943.35 $ 2,800.00 $ (1,856.65)
      Rectory $ 3,493.75 $ 4,428.00 $ (934.25)
      Conventions and Conferences $ 1,007.00 $ 1,500.00 $ (493.00)
      Outreach $ 7,693.45 $ 5,734.00 $ 1,959.45
       To Capital Projects $ 17,869.06 $ 0.00 $ 17,869.06

Total Expenditures $ 227,194.18 $ 217,563.00 $ 9,631.18

Net Revenue $ (29,384.23) $ 2,748.00 $ (32,132.23)
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

September Birthdays: (9/1) Elizabeth Scalero , (9/6) Gabrielle Garrett, (9/7)  Elina 
Harwood,  (9/8) Guy Gordon, (9/12) Isabelle West , (9/14)  Michele West , (9/22)  Gerald 
Bruce, Diane McGuire, (9/23)  Whit Butterfield, (9/24)  Megan Lockhart, Sophia 
Hallenbeck, (9/26) Caten Garrelts,  Ethan West, (9/29)  Linda Tokarchuk,  Kathryn Vines, 
Shannon Ayala   

October Birthdays:  (10/1) Douglas Jones, (10/2) Natalie Quick, (10/5) Caroline Garrelts, 
(10/6) Carly Beecher, (10/12)  Brenda Lamb, (10/13)  Jack Heck, (10/15)  Greg Merlow, 
(10/16)  Cyrus Kelly, (10/17)  Mike Sylofski, (10/18)  Mae Stoner, (10/19)  Bill Deuval,  John 
Gallagher,  (10/20)  Joyce Bacon,  Todd Story, (10/21)  Clara Fiore (10/23)  Bob Whitmore. 
(10/26)  Hannah Todriff, (10/27) Kristen West, Caleb Bombard, (10/28) Anne Clark , Karl 
Griswold-Kuhn 

November Birthdays:  (11/1)  Anne Heck, (11/4) Lillyana Dillon, (11/7) Rosemary Tucker, 
Maria Aitcheson, (11/9) Bonnie Bodenstab, (11/10) Aderemi Adegoke, (11/11) Lydia 
Aitcheson, (11/13) John Cordiale, (11/16) Caitlin Story, (11/18) Glen McKernon,  William 
Gordon, (11/19) Jonathan Donovan, (11/20)Heather Holl, Grace Kenley, (11/22) Debra 
Tatro, (11/25) Emma Kenley,(11/29) Robert Martin  

Anniversaries:  (9/1) Ed &Linda Tokarchuk,  (9/2) Ken & Sarah Hay, (9/9) Todd & Lynn 
Garrelts, (9/16)  Jon Ferguson & Diane McGuire, (9/19)  Hank & Wanda Kenley, (9/23) 
Oscar & Ruth Sundberg, John & Linda Gallagher, (9/26)  Bob & Bev Whitmore, (9/28)  Guy 
& Debbie Gordon, (10/5)  Todd & Caitlin Story, (10/12)  Robert & Gabrielle Garrett, (10/18)  
Darren & Teri Ross, (10/20)  Bill & Regi Cooper, (11/15)  Tony & Janet Papa , Don & Barbara 
McLean, (11/22)  Ralph & Nan Scinta
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