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THE GOOD NEWS 
Monthly newsletter of the Church of the Messiah 

From the Rector:   The season of Advent can be one of much misunderstanding.  For many 
people, Advent is the time we must rush through in order to arrive at Christmas.  Others see 
Advent as a time that we have to get things ready for the big holiday such as shopping and going 
to Christmas parties.  And for others, they really don’t know what to make of Advent.  Advent is 
the time that we are invited to reflect upon the arrival of the incarnate messiah who first came 
some two thousand years ago as a tiny helpless baby, and will return in His second coming in 
power and great glory.  Advent presents us with an opportunity to take stock of our Christian 
lives as we wait with hopeful expectation of the return of Christ in which He will judge the living 
and the dead and put all things in the world back to right.  At the fall of Adam and Eve all of 
creation became subject to evil and death.  Ever since then humanity and all of creation has been 
trying to obtain redemption, but it could never be obtained by us alone.  The only one who could 
ever redeem us and fallen creation is the perfect son of God who came to dwell among us many 
generations ago.  And He will return again in the future, and at his second coming all His people 
will be rescued from the curse of sin and death for all eternity.  My prayer for all of us this Advent 
is that we might take some time to prepare our hearts and souls to receive the coming Messiah 
wo that He might find within each of us a house to dwell. 

Pax Christi, 
Karl+ 
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Regional Confirmation Recap 

On Saturday, November 7th The IX Bishop of Albany, The Rt. Rev. Bill Love 
celebrated the rite of Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist.  Five of our parishioners 
were confirmed in Christ’s holy and apostolic church through the laying on of hands 
and another was received into the Episcopal Church (which means the Episcopal 
Church recognizes an earlier apostolic confirmation that took place in the Roman 
Catholic church and now receives him here).  Those confirmed were Marcus 
Deierlein, Robert Deierlein, Andrew Deierlein, Lori Bemis, and Chris Simmons;  
Anthony Lapointe was received.  All six parishioners received certificates and new 
bibles as part of their gifts on the special occasion.  As part of the sermon, Bishop 
Love read portions of some of the confirmation letters he received and all who were in 
attendance were quite moved by the declarations of their faith journeys.  If you or 
someone who know would like to be confirmed in the future, please speak with Fr. 
Karl. 

Church of the Messiah �2



“Partners in the transforming power of Jesus Christ” December 2015

Consecration Sunday 

This year’s service for Consecration Sunday took place on Christ the King Sunday 
with a joint worship service at 9 am, followed by a catered brunch.  In all there were 
about 120 people in attendance for the service and meal.  The meal was catered by 
Samantha’s and the menu was comprised of egg strata, praline baked french toast, 
fruit cocktail, potatoes and assorted pastries.  People really seemed to enjoy the 
opportunity to worship together for a change and to have a time of fellowship around 
a meal where no one had to do any work!  On Consecration Sunday the faithful 
parishioners of our church make the sacrificial commitment to pledge a portion of 
their income to the work and ministries of Church of the Messiah.  This year’s total 
budgeted pledged income is $239,000!  It is truly amazing to see how God is moving 
in individuals to continue to step out in faith and give of their time, talent and 
treasure to our church.  We continue to pray that God will use our gifts in order to 
spread His kingdom in Glens Falls and the surrounding regions over the next year.  If 
you were unable to fill out a pledge card and would still like to, please ask talk to 
Becky in the office at messiah@nycap.rr.com or 792-1560. 
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Advent Quiet Day 

Saturday, December 5, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

*Free - please register by December 1 to the church office* 

On Saturday, December 5th we will welcome Pastor Ken 
Prater — who has been the senior pastor at Durkeetown 
Baptist for over 25 years — to lead us in our Advent quiet day.  
The program will last from 8:30 am until 1:30 pm.  We will 
begin our time together with a light breakfast and morning 
prayer and will conclude with a service of Holy Communion at 
1 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Throughout the morning 
Pastor Ken will give three different reflections that will lead us 
into prolonged periods of silence and prayer.  Ken has sent 
along this preview of the themes of the day: 

Session 1: “Anticipation: My problem with Carol King, Ketchup and Emmie Neigh"   

I will connect these points together to talk about how Advent teaches us the value of 
waiting even though we'd rather not. Advent can teach us a great deal if we are willing 
to get on board with waiting.  

Session 2: "Learning to Unlearn: "Confessions of a non-Advent participant.” 

Being raised Baptist meant that we absolutely do not EVER do what other Christians 
have done throughout church history.  This means I had to unlearn some things in 
order to see Jesus more clearly as the Incarnate God.  

Session 3: "Advent 24/7/365 - Hey Advent, please stop pushing me, I'd rather be 
indifferent.”   

The truth I have found is that Advent is a rather pushy liturgical concept. Because 
Advent helps center me on Christ during the Christmas season, I am now getting 
pushed to do His stuff instead of my own stuff.  Advent is pushy, but it is pushing me 
to something much more significant, so I have to accept its demands if I am going to 
live incarnationally as I celebrate the incarnation.  
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Casting Call for the Children’s Christmas Pageant! 

Messiah’s annual Christmas pageant will take place at the five o'clock service on 
Sunday, December 20th.  We are in need of little ones to play a variety of roles 
from the blessed virgin Mary and her husband Joseph to the wise men and sheep.  If 
you or anyone you might know is a child and 
is willing to act in a very off-Broadway 
production of the Christmas story please 
contact Mac and Mary MacDonald at 
macmanals@hotmail.com, and let them know 
you are interested.  There will be rehearsals 
beforehand so, no previous acting skills are 
required! 

Advent Lessons and Carols 
Saturday, December 12, 4 pm 

On Saturday, December 12th at 4 
pm we will be offering a service 
of Advent Lessons and Carols.  
The Festival of Lessons and 
Carols is a service of Scripture 
and song that dates to the late 
19th century.  In this service, we 
listen to nine Scripture lessons 
which recount the Fall, the 

promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation, and the Great Commission to preach the Good 
News.  Each lesson is followed by a carol or choir anthem that reflects on the lesson's 
message, and a brief prayer.  This is a wonderful opportunity to worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness as we await in expectation the birth of Jesus, and a great event 
to invite friends and family to.  All are welcome and a light reception will follow.   

If you are able, would you be willing to bring a baked good to share at the reception?  
Please contact Becky in the office at messiah@nycap.rr.com or 792-1560.  
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Saint of the Month - Saint Nicholas 
The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, 
who was born during the third century in the village of 
Patara. At the time the area was Greek and is now on 
the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who 
raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 
epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying 
Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money 
to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to 
assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering.  He 
dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop 
of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land 
for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern for sailors 
and ships.  Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted 
Christians, Bishop Nicholas suffered for his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The 
prisons were so full of bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real 
criminals—murderers, thieves and robbers. After his release, Nicholas attended the 
Council of Nicaea in AD 325. He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was buried in 
his cathedral church, where a unique relic, called manna, formed in his grave. This 
liquid substance, said to have healing powers, fostered the growth of devotion to 
Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became a day of celebration, St. Nicholas Day, 
December 6th (December 19 on the Julian Calendar).  Through the centuries many 
stories and legends have been told of St. Nicholas' life and deeds. These accounts help 
us understand his extraordinary character and why he is so beloved and revered as 
protector and helper of those in need.  One story tells of a poor man with three 
daughters. In those days a young woman's father had to offer prospective husbands 
something of value—a dowry.  The larger the dowry, the better the chance that a 
young woman would find a good husband.  Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely 
to marry.  This poor man's daughters, without dowries, were destined to be sold into 
slavery.  Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in their 
home — providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an open 
window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. This 
led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting 
gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is told with gold balls instead of bags 
of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the 
symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver.  

(from http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/who-is-st-nicholas/) 

As part of our 10 am worship service on December6, we will be 
blessing candy canes as part of the celebration of the life and 

witness of St. Nicholas! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

The last Sunday Forum on the 39 Articles of Religion will be Sunday 12/6.  A new six week 
forum will begin January 3 on John Stott’s The Bible and the Christian Life. 
  
The Monday night Bible Study continues and will last meet on 12/14; it will be on hiatus 
through the winter. 

Ongoing: Mass Tuesdays @ 9 am (moving to Wednesday in January) 

12/5  (Saturday)  Advent Quiet Day, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
12/6  (Sunday)  Blessing of Candy Canes at the 10 am service  
    Partial greening of the church after the 10 am service 
12/9  (Wednesday)  Theology on Tap, 7 pm (Davidson Brothers) 
12/10 (Thursday)  Youth Bible Study, 6 pm 
12/12  (Saturday)  Daughter of the King Meeting, 9 am  
    Advent Lessons and Carols, 4 pm  (choir please arrive at 2 pm) 
12/19  (Saturday)  Women’s Study: Fearless Daughters of the Bible, 10 am - noon 
12/20 (Sunday)  Full greening of the church after the 10 am service  
    Christmas Pageant at the 5 pm service 
12/21  (Monday)  Holy Communion for feast of St. Thomas, 12 pm 
12/24 (Thursday)  Holy Communion for the Vigil of Christ’s Nativity: 4, 8 and 11 pm 
12/25 (Friday)  Holy Communion for the Nativity of Christ, 10 am 
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