
 

 

CHURCH OF MESSIAH 
296 GLEN STREET 

GLENS FALLS NY 12801 
(518) 792-1560 

 
ABOUT OUR CHURCH: 
 
The Church of the Messiah was designed by architect John W. Summers and is one of the finest examples of the 
Gothic Revival style of architecture in the city. It took 11 years to build and was one of the few buildings to 
survive the Great Fire of 1864. Construction on the towering stone structure was completed in time for 
Christmas Mass in 1865 and the church was consecrated the following June. It is listed on the National Registry 
of Historic Places. The Church is located in the Episcopal Diocese of Albany.  A parish house is located across 
the street from the Church and is where the office, library, Sunday school, kitchen and hall are located.  This 
building is open to outside groups and is used by the Center for Early Learning preschool, AA/Fourth 
Dimension, Boy Scouts and various others. 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 
Our Mission statement is “Partners in the Transforming Power of Jesus Christ.” We are called by God to be 
partners in the transforming power of Jesus Christ.  Through our worship, work and witness we strive to be 
obedient to the Word of God, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, and being transformed by His holy power 
so that those to whom we minister will know the extreme love that God has for them. 
 
OUR COMMUNITY: 
 
We are a caring, committed congregation of believers in Jesus Christ that faithfully upholds a tradition back to 
1841. Our love of God inspires us to warmly receive all His people at our sacred place of worship and to reach 
out into our beautiful City of Glens Falls.  Glens Falls is located in Warren County, New York. The population 
was 14,262 as of 2019. The name was given by Colonel Johannes Glen. The falls refers to a large waterfall in 
the Hudson River at the southern end of the city. The city offers music, art, theater, restaurants, hotels, etc. and 
is a short distance to shopping centers and the beautiful Adirondacks with lakes, parks and recreation. 
 
ABOUT OUR MEMBERS: 
 
Our Church welcomes visitors, whether they be tourists likely to be one-time guests or prospective new 
members. We are particularly eager to invite and encourage families with children to join us. All who attend our 
Sunday services are welcome to join us for coffee and snacks in the parish hall located across the street.  Many 



 

 

are committed to utilizing their gifts, treasures, time and talents and volunteer for various church projects, 
ranging from our strawberry fundraiser in June to group cleanups. Members actively support one another 
outside the church, through various outreach activities. 
 
WORSHIP & LITURGY: 
 
Through our liturgy, prayers, creeds, and the Eucharist, we tap into the shared core of our faith and parish life. 
The 1979 Book of Common Prayer, the 1982 Hymnal and praise music are our standards.   All baptized 
Christians regardless of denomination are invited to share in the Eucharist. For Sunday readings the Lectionary 
is used. Two services are offered on Sunday mornings at 8:00 am and 10:00 am.  The 8:00 am Sunday service is 
a said Eucharist and attendance is 15-20.  The 10:00 am service is a sung Eucharist with attendance of 50-70 
and accompanied by organ and piano.  For examples of our Sunday bulletin visit our website:  
www.messiahgf.org.  A Wednesday morning service is offered at 9:00 am and attendance is approximately 10-
12.  We observe the Church Liturgies for special days. The Church has a chapel which has a Columbarium and a 
side chapel used for small services. The many lay ministries that support and participate in our worship services 
are the Altar Guild, Acolytes, LEMs, Greeters, and Lectors. Hymn selections are made by the organist and 
rector based on the weekly Lectionary. We have a combined Sunday School for children which is led by lay 
volunteers. The vestry consists of eight members serving in a leadership capacity who work well together. 
 
MINISTRIES: 
  
Contemplative Prayer is the ancient practice of meditation known as Centering Prayer and was introduced at 
Messiah around 1998. Although a small group, it attracts both church members and members of the community. 
Before COVID, the group met on Monday afternoons weekly and devoted 30 minutes to an introductory 
reading and prayer in silence followed with 30 minutes of Lectio Divino reading scripture and discussions.  
  
Daughters of the King pray daily for our priest and church.  Daughters are women and girls between the ages 
of seven and 107 who desire a closer walk with the Lord. These Christian women, both lay and ordained, are 
strengthened through the discipline of a Rule of Life and supported through the companionship of other sisters. 
All are at different stages of their Christian journey – some have just begun and some have been on this path for 
a long time. No matter where they are on their sacred journey, their primary goal is the same – to know Jesus 
Christ and to make Him known to others. The Daughters support KIVA through outreach. 
 
Visiting Lay Eucharist Ministers visit the shut in and share the gospel message and Eucharist with them. 
  
Bible studies are offered to our members.  Brotherhood of Bacon (men's bible study) meets on Saturday 
mornings; a women's group meets on Monday evenings to accommodate those who work and/or have children 
at home; a co-ed group meets on Wednesday morning; and a women's group meets on Thursday afternoons via 
Zoom. 
  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry- knits prayer shawls that are blessed. The shawls are then given to sick, to shut-in 
and to the Domestic Violence Project to help women. 
 
 
 
OUTREACH: 



 

 

 
Community Meal - We have been blessed to prepare and serve community meals for more than 20 years, 
provide a food pantry and clothing closet, bringing the community to a Sunday worship service that eventually 
led to a bible study and some baptisms.  Due to COVID we had to forego serving the community and the Open 
Door Mission provides meals to the community. In the past we have provided hats, mittens, socks and gloves to 
the community, as well as personal hygiene items.  We continue to support Open Door through our Messiah in 
Mission donations. 
  
Adopt a Family - At Christmas we have been able to provide gifts and dinners to four or five families. 
  
Operation Christmas Child - The Church has filled approximately 85 boxes each year. 
  
Beaver Cross Children's Ministries - Supporting the children's ministries through Messiah in Mission 
donations. Beaver Cross is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Albany and Christ the King Center with 
whom they share a facility and staff. Christ the King Center's mission is to equip disciples to make disciples for 
God's Kingdom by ministering to the heart, mind, body, and soul of people of all ages, through Christ-centered 
prayer, Biblical teaching, and genuine hospitality, sharing Jesus' love and healing grace in a beautiful, Holy 
Spirit filled setting. 
 
COMMUNICATION: 
   
Communication is very important to us and our members.  We post prayers and activities on Facebook, the 
Church website, as well as sending letters out to the congregation with important information.  The vestry 
makes phone calls to shut-ins to keep them informed about what is happening at Messiah. 
 
MEDIA: 
  
During COVID we have expanded our technology by providing online services through YouTube, morning and 
evening prayer on Facebook, coffee hour, bible studies and vestry meetings via Zoom.  Our website is 
www.messiahgf.org 
 
CHALLENGES: 
  
Like many churches, we have had an older generation for some time.  Our children and youth are small in 
number and due to COVID we have had to stop Sunday School and other activities. We recognize the need to 
grow our church to include youth and families. 
  
Messiah's finances continue to be a challenge.  Some parishioners are unwilling to tithe on their income.  A 
stewardship campaign generally occurs in the fall.  In an effort to include our seasonal travelers it was 
postponed until spring.  COVID prevented us from moving forward.  Messiah relies on those who are willing 
and able to give their time and talent to fill the many volunteer roles.  
  
Renewing and strengthening the healing ministry in our church has been identified as a vital part of our church 
family 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
GOALS: 
 

• Capital Campaign  
• Enhance communication 
• Re-establish a strong youth program 
• Increase membership 
• Encourage increased involvement in ministries 
• Encourage stewardship 

 
SEARCH FOR NEW RECTOR: 
  
In calling a new rector, we are seeking a priest who demonstrates spirituality, pastoral care, preaches the Gospel, 
is engaging with parishioners, offers healing ministry services, leads bible studies, participates in ecumenical 
services around the community and is a passionate teacher. The rector should be capable or willing to delegate 
the details of organizing and developing programs and should be present in the office during the week.  We 
welcome a new priest who will inspire us and faithfully guide us in all matters of the Word.  We are seeking 
someone in a close and loving relationship with Jesus. We see the future already at hand and want our faith 
focused on the outsider as well as the already convinced. We hope our faith will be known not by our words, but 
by our deeds. 
 
RECTORY HOUSING: 
  
The Church owns a rectory which is on a 0.4 acre lot located in Queensbury, NY in a lovely quiet 
neighborhood.  The house has three bedrooms, a full bath on the second floor, a ¾ bath on the first floor, and 
has an attached two-car garage.  It contains 1,638 sq. ft. and was built in 1970.  It is about 5 miles (15 min) from 
the Church and is in the Queensbury Union Free School District. 

 



 

 

  
 
 


