
HEADLINES 

(from Roger Head, Interim Pastor, KMBC) 

 So, this is the time of the year when Southern Baptists have an enormous emphasis in missions 
outside the USA, as in around the world. The International Missions Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is active around the world to share Jesus with lost people, to establish churches or 
preaching points in a part of the world has no Christian witness, to train indigenous people in 
discipleship and to train indigenous pastors in how to minister. Southern Baptist support 3700 career 
missionaries all over the world. My cousin, Suzanne Adams and her husband Dave, have been on the 
mission field for over 40 years. Currently they are serving in SE Asia. 

Look at theses stats: 

• 562,865 people heard the gospel this past year, meaning 3,700 missionaries shared and trained and 
led and invested so that over half a million people could hear. 

• 77,605 new believers and 52,586 baptisms means that those missionaries remained persistent in 
their praying and witnessing, planting seeds, and watering those seeds, until such a time as the 
Spirit of God gave an eternal harvest. 

• 13,898 new churches planted is a number that represents thousands of Southern Baptists who have 
stepped into their calling and have given their lives to share the gospel, disciple new believers, and 
then do the all-consuming work of pulling those new believers together in such a way and for such a 
time that a church is birthed. 

• 28,213 people receiving advanced theological training, a number that increased 48 percent over the 
prior year, means that men and women studied to show themselves approved, to such an extent 
that they have not only been entrusted with truth but have been found qualified to teach others, and 
teach others they have. 

 A very valid question to ask is how is the International Mission Board (IMB) financially supported? 
Throughout the U.S. there are 35 state Baptist conventions. The Baptist convention for our state is 
called The Baptist State Convention of NC. The reason there are only 35 state conventions is because 
in certain parts of the country, where Southern Baptist aren’t as well established as in NC, a state 
convention may comprise several states.  

 Every state convention has a Cooperative Program budget. The over 4400 Southern Baptist 
churches in NC, individually decide how much they will contribute to the Cooperative Program each 
year. The churches send their Cooperative Program contributions to the BSCNC headquarters in Cary, 
NC.  

 The Baptist State Convention of North Carolina’s (BSCNC) board of directors unanimously 
approved a budget proposal totaling $30.5 million for 2020. Of that $30.5 million, 42%, or $12.8 million is 
sent to the national Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville. All of the 35 state conventions send a 
designated amount to the national convention. And just like each local church autonomously decides 
how much money to send to the state convention, each state convention then decides how much to 
send to the national Southern Baptist Convention. 

The 2020 budget for the national convention is $186.9 million. That amount is the total of the 
contributions from all 35 state conventions. Once the national SBC has received that money, then it 
distributes that money to various ministries, such as the International Mission Board for overseas 
ministry, the North American Mission Board for missions in our country, educational ministries to support 
all 6 of our theological seminaries, and various other ministries. 
Now here is where it gets interesting, and critical, when it comes to supporting the work of the 
International Mission Board. The IMB for 2020 has a budget of $267.4 million. Now please don’t miss 
this; the national Southern Baptist Convention gives $99 million of its $186.9 million to the IMB. 

 The IMB has a 2020 budget of $267.4 million. If they only get $99 million from the national Southern 
Baptist Convention, that leaves a windfall of $168.4 million. Where does the International Mission Board 
get that $168.4 million? 

 That answer, my friends, is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Decades ago, in memory of an 
incredible woman named Lottie Moon, who served as a missionary to China from approximately 1870-
1914, a special missions offering was established, Thus, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. She made 
incredible sacrifices to remain faithful to her ministry, her calling, to minister in China. In fact, by the time 
she left China in 1914, in her seventies, she was so weak and sickly, that she died on board the ocean 
liner bringing her home in the Sea of Japan, or just a few days out from China.  

$168.4 million is needed to complete the finances that the International Board needs after receiving $99 
million from the national Southern Baptist Convention to meet their budget of $267.4 million. 

Did you know that $155 million comes from the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering? Did you get that? Do 
you understand? 59% of the operating budget for the International Mission Board comes from the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. 

 So, the LMCO is not just some incidental emphasis that we casually mention around Christmas 
every year. The LMCO is the most important emphasis the Southern Baptist Convention has every year. 
There are 47,500 Southern Baptist Churches in the USA. Every individual church decides how much it 
will give to LMCO. When the total of what those 47,500 churches gives is tabulated, it needs to add up 
to $155 million. If it doesn’t then the work of missions around the world has to be scaled back. I hope 
that you, along with me, do not want the IMB to scale back any of their ministries. 

 Kerr Memorial has set a goal of $3000. Since you now understand what is going on, I hope we all 
realize that $3000 from our church is pretty incidental. Last year KMBC gave less than half that amount 
to the LMCO. I want to strongly encourage you to give to the LMCO, even to the point of having to give 
up something else, even to the point where it hurts. I unashamedly challenge the members of KMBC to 
raise at a minimum $3000 for the LMCO! 


