
MATTHEW 27:55-61 WITNESSES OF THE DEATH & BURIAL 
  
  
We continue with our study of the death and burial of our Lord. After looking at the different responses 
from people around the cross as Jesus was dying, we now observe the response from the ones who 
knew Him. With all the abuse that was done and said to Him by Jews and Romans, it was good to see 
the Roman soldiers recognize Him as the Son of God. That was quite remarkable, since they had no idea 
who He really was before the crucifixion. There were so many miracles that happened at the cross that 
day, that they were moved by God to make that great confession, even though most of the crowd missed 

the display of God’s wrath and glory.  Today we will see some more positive responses to the death of 
Christ, but this time it is from ones who were already believers. 
  
1.THE LOYAL WOMEN AT THE CROSS                   55-56 
   A.WHO THEY WERE 
       1.Earlier at the foot of the cross    John 19:25-27 
          Some of the women and John had been at the cross. It is easy to assume that they probably 

couldn’t take the suffering of Jesus standing so close to Him. They were not afraid of the Roman soldiers 
or the Jewish leaders and were not thinking about their own safety. To be identified with Him could’ve 
been dangerous to them but they didn’t let that bother them. They had so much grief for Him and their 
hearts had been broken, but they were courageous in still staying around the area. They had a true love 
and loyalty  toward their Savior. This is a wonderful attribute that godly women have, even more so than 
godly men. Women of this spiritual stature are unbelievably loyal in times of danger. 
In contrast, the godly men, the disciples, had fled and that even included the rock, Peter. 
The word many is emphasized, so that means there could have been a big number of them, maybe a 
8,10,or 12 of them. 
       2.Women followers from Galilee   Luke 8:2-3 
          
       3.Ministers    (Diakeneo)   serve     You could call them the first deaconesses. 
          They represent women in the body of Christ who serve the church in excellence and maturity. The 
disciples were taught this by Jesus, but they had a hard time of learning this principle. 
These women were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ death. One of these women was the first to see the risen 
Lord.. As far as the early church is concerned, these women held a place of respect and affection. The 
apostles had to mention these women as they preached the Gospel. They had to have told about their 
courage they had at this time. 
       4.Particularly named 
          Mary Magdalene        Luke 8:2       She was from Magdala on the western shore on the Sea og 
Galilee. It was not too far from Capernaum, the place where Jesus spent much of His ministry. She 
probably did not have a husband since she was identified this way. 
          Mary the mother of James and Joses   Mk 15:40, Mt 10:3    He was known as James the Less or 
James the son of Alphaeus 
              Jn 19:25 John identifies her as the wife of Clopas. 
          Mother of Zebedee’s sons      Mk 15:40  Mark calls her Salome   Mt 4:21  Matthew calls her 
Zebedee’s wife. 
         Mary the mother of Jesus must not have been with them at this time. She had been at the cross.   
Jn 19:26 
These three women represented different kinds of women. One was unmarried, another was identified as 
a mother and the other being a faithful wife. 

   B.BEHOLDING AFAR OFF 
       1.Stood afar off 
       2.Beholding 
  
  
The burial of Jesus is usually passed over and not discussed much. 



We know that part of the gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection. The burial part seems to be 
dismissed as less than important. What we are going to do is concentrate on that part for the remainder 
of this message this morning. Matthew brings out some very important and vital truths. In this account 
we can see the providence and sovereignty of God in how He brings together even the minutest details 
to fulfill His wonderful pla. Prophecy continues to be fulfilled which makes the Bible the most 
distinguished book of all that have been written in the history of mankind. The burial seems to be just an 
ordinary event that takes place after His death,but it is much more than that. This actually shows the 
very controlling hand of God. In these events, there is no explanation by humans. This is the Son of God. 
2.THE COURAGEOUS MEN AT THE BURIAL       57-60 

    A.PROPHECIES OF THIS BURIAL 
        There were two key prophecies that were fulfilled 
       Isa 53:9   This was by Isaiah          Mt 12:40     This was foretold by Jesus. 
       Isaiah’s prophecy would have been impossible to understand until the Messiah actually was buried. 
The enemies of Christ would have buried Him with the criminals. God had a different plan and He had 
already said that through Isaiah. He was going to be buried in the tomb of a wealthy man, who was a 
godly man. 

  
Jesus’ prophecy was about  Jonah and him in the belly of a fish for three days and three nights.    
    
    B.CIRCUMSTANCES OF BURIAL 
       1.Time 
          There were two reasons for Jesus die a few hours before the day ended. # 1 The Sabbath started 
at 6:00 PM,and it was necessary that His body  be taken down from the cross and prepared in that the 
Sabbath  would not be profaned. There had to be enough time to do all this. There were only three hours 
left till sunset or Sabbath. 
#2  He had to be buried on Friday in order for the three days to be counted since that was prophesied. If 
He was put in before 6:00 that would be counted as one day, regardless if it was only for an hour or two. 
          Reasons      Sabbath     Ex 20:8    Food was always prepared on Friday for the Sabbath, which 
would be the next day. They did no work on the Sabbath, and so it would have to be even when there 
would be a burial.           John 19:31    His bones were not broken for He was already dead,  but the 
criminals had to have theirs broken for they needed to die before they took them off their crosses.   It 
was very painful as their bones were shattered by a mallet and they couldn’t pull themselves up on the 
cross to breathe. They died quickly because they couldn’t breathe and they were suffocated.        Deut 
21:23  There was to be no hanging on the cross after the day was over,  much less the 
Sabbath,according to the law. This particular day was even more potent in that it was a high Sabbath 
because it was the Sabbath during the Passover feast. This gives us conclusive evidence that this day He 
was crucified was the day before the Sabbath or Friday. After 6:00 it would be considered the Sabbath 
according to the Jewish standard. The high holy day was not to be defiled and especially at this time of 
Passover. Also it was probably right in the sight of the Temple area. 
Someone may ask what about John 12:40   3 days and three nights ?  Didn’t He have to be in there 3 full 
days and 3 full nights? No   That would mean you would have to back up to Thursday being the 
crucifixion day and now you have a problem of  a 4th day resurrection. But everything in the text says on 
the 3rd day. So that eliminates the need for three days and 3 nights  or each day being actual 24 hour 
periods. It was simply a Jewish colloquialism for expressing any part of the day. 
Let’s say you are going to Kansas City for 3 days. Does that mean you are going to be there for 3 full 24 
hour days? No  You could be there for a few hours one day, there for a full day and a few hours there a 
third day. 

Mt 24:21  Today is the 3rd day. The Emmaus disciples understood it was not 3 24 hour periods. It was 
going to be on the 3rd day. 
Mt 16:21 That is exactly what He did say. 
Mt 17:23  The third day he shall be raised. 
Christ expected a 3rd day resurrection, not at the end of 3 full 24 hour days. That would put it on the 4th 
day. 



We conclude then that Jesus was saying 3 portions of those full 24 hour periods 
The Jews understood this as well    Mt 27:63   after 3 days I will rise again     After?   Did that mean the 
4th day?  No   v 64 until the 3rd day   after 3 days was after any part of the third day had started     
Talmud says a day and a night makes one onah and any part of that is one onah     
Jesus had to be in the grave in some part of that 1st day before the Sabbath began. 
        
  
This whole thing is fascinating for it shows the hypocrisy of the Jews. They followed the Sabbath to the 
letter all the while killing the Lord of the Sabbath. Little did they know they were cooperating with God’s 

plan in asking that the body be taken down. 
  
                             Spear     Edersheim called this the death stroke. This was to take away any doubt 
about them being dead.   One of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear and immediately water and 
blood spilled out. John 19:34-36 / Ps 34:20   This shows once more prophecy is fulfilled. Time after time 
we have seen prophecies from the OT fulfilled in the smallest details. 
                              Prophecy   Zech 12:10 / Jn 19:37, Jn 20:27 Jesus’ wound was so deep that He told 

Thomas to put his hand in His side. 
                              Prophecy    Ps 69:20   Reproach has broken my heart. The human heart can 
actually burst because of emotional strain. It causes the blood to spill into the pericardium that surrounds 
the heart and there it mixes with a fluid. If that happened, then, there was another prophecy fulfilled. 
  
Usually the Romans would take the body and throw it into an open grave and let the scavenger animals 
and birds take care of it. Other times the body would be thrown into a burning garbage dump.  For Jesus’ 
body there was only a short time left to be buried in the tomb. God’s sovereign plan comes together at 
the precise time. God moved the heart of Joseph to take care of the body.  
        2.Person     Joseph of Arithemea   If Joseph had asked any earlier, Jesus would not have been dead 
yet. If he waited later, he would not have had time to prepare Him for burial. Mark 15:43  He was a 
prominent member of the Sanhedrin. Yes he was rich as it was prophesied in Isaiah. Luke 23:50-51  He 
was a righteous man. 
Arimathea was probably close to Jerusalem since this was his burial site. Luke 23:51 says it was a city of 
the Jews meaning it was from Judea since Judea was considered the land of the Jews. 
                               John 19:38 He had become a secret disciple. He was a follower, a learner of Jesus. 
He must have heard Him preach and witnessed His miracles. To do what He was doing here, probably 
cost him his position in the Sanhedrin. This could have meant that it jeophardized his economic, social, 
and family welfare. 
He was convinced that Jesus was Lord even when He was dead. He didn’t do this for a resurrected jesus. 
        3.Grant of the dead body     Mark 15:43-45    By this time he gathered up his courage.. 
         Usually only a family member would be granted the body. Pilate did not want to anger the Jews 
any more than he had so he could get this matter ended . Pilate did not ask for explanation and gave it 
over to Joseph. Joseph probably had thoughts that they would not honor his request, but he got what he 
asked for with no questions asked from Pilate. So Pilate cooperates with the plan of God as did the Jews. 
He played a key role.                                       Joseph had no idea that Jesus was going to resurrect. 
He was just doing the role that was given him to act on. He simply had a love for Jesus. He wanted 
dignity in this burial. 
The sovereign Lord caused all this to happen.  Scripture’s details proves the legitimacy of the Bible. And 
people will say. I don’t believe the Bible. Uh have you read the Bible? 
  

The tomb was close to Golgotha. Given the information we have today, it was probably within a few feet. 
Joseph would have been able to take Him that far.  Just a stone’s throw away. 
Gordon’s Calvary was completely adjacent to the garden tomb. You can stand in front of the tomb and 
look over across from you and see where He was crucified. 
        4.Wrapping of the body       Jn 19:39-40   This was to cover up the stench of the decay. 



        5.Nicodemus      He was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin also. He joined Joseph at the 
tomb.  Here are two disciples of Jesus who are very open to being seen caring for the body of Jesus. At 
the same time the very apostles are hiding out. The two had been very quiet about Jesus but are willing 
now to be seen by all. 
         6.Putting the body in the tomb      borrowed, new, rock    The big rock secured the entrance to 
prevent animals or birds and grave robbers from desecrating the body. 
  
3.THE TWO MARYS                                                      61 
    The two men must have left and the women were alone in deep sorrow. 

    Their privilege     They will return on the first day of the week and be the first witnesses to the 
resurrection.  The disciples were not the first to see Jesus but the women did. 
 


