
1 CORINTHIANS 4:2-4       UNITY OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

1. THE CALL TO WALK WORTHY                       4:1 

 

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF WALKING WORTHY  4:2-3 

these virtues are probably the most powerful testimony the church of Jesus Christ has.  
        A general appeal with respect to unity 
    Paul had been emphasizing unity. In 1:10 this was the primary objective 

    from before the foundation. He is reuniting us in one, all things in Christ. 

    This is the primary objective in God’s plan of salvation as he brought the 

     wo together, Jew and Gentile. Sin always divides. Man against man, 
     man against himself, man against God. Sin produces division. The 

     peculiar mark of the Christian calling is that it preserves the unity of the 

     Spirit 

     how do you walk...well you get your Bible out and start reading the Bible, start 

praying, go to church and do ah, 48 spiritual pushups, gotta walk worthy. No, those 

things are all all right, but to walk worthy you start with these wonderful graces. The first 

one is in verse 2, "all lowliness." That's total humility, 
    A. HUMILITY 

         Tapeinophrosure—think or judge with lowliness 

         This is the opposite of self-esteem. This is the hallmark of the child of God. 
         It is poor in spirit. It is the opposite of the worldly spirit. 

         This is the most foundational virtue for Christians. 

         The Jews and Greeks did not have this word in their language. 

         This was foreign to their thinking. The Christians coined this term. 
         It is the most elusive of all the characteristics, because once claimed, 

         it is forfeited. 

         The world exalts pride. The first sin was pride. The supreme temptation 
 

         Jesus (Mt 11:29)   Mt 5:3, 18:3-4,James 4:6, Prov 15:33,Lk 18:13-14 

         Self-awareness-1 Tim 1:15 
         Christ-awareness—Luke 5:8 

         God awareness—Job 42:6 

   B. GENTLENESS 

        Praotes—mild spirited, self controlled, power under control 
        It is an inner mildness. Readiness to suffer wrong if need be 

        The committing everything to God. 

         It was used of wild animals that were tamed. Horses that 
        were broken and trained. 

 

         Mt 5:5, Mt 11:29, Gal 5:23, Col 3:12, Phil 4:5 

         Moses—Numbers 12:3, Prov 16:32 1 Pet 3:4,15 
   C. PATIENCE 

         Makrothumia—long tempered 

          
         Heb Not giving yourself to passion, Holding yourself in control for 

         a long time, Not giving way to demolish or smash 



        Hebrews B:15, and it's used of Abraham. Abraham received a promise from 

God,"blessing I'll bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee." And in Genesis 12 

God said to Abraham, "I'll multiply thy seed as the sands of the sea." 

And then it says in verse 15 of Hebrews 8, "And so, after he" that is Abraham "had 

patiently endured," makrothumia, "he obtained the promise." Now here's an illustration of 

a man who endured negative circumstances and never ever lost his patience. You know, 

God says to him, you're going to have as many as the sand of the sea coming from your 

loins, and he never had had any, his wife was barren, they never had one kid and he was 

over g0. But he believed God and he patiently endured. Romans 4:2O says, "He 

staggered not at the promise of God, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God." He just 

hung in there and believed God and believed God in the midst of very negative 

circumstances, a barren wife and old age. And what happened? God gave him that 

promise. 
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   D. FORBEARANCE 
         May be circumstances you don’t know about. May not be physically 

         well. 

         It throws the blanket over another’s sin. 
        1 Pet 4:8, Prov 10:12, Mt 5:43-44 

   E. KEEPING THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 

        Spoudazo—to make haste, speed zeal, and diligence 

        It’s not merely friendship and brotherhood. This unity is based 
         on doctrine. There must be understanding truth.. 

         We cannot produce unity. He calls us not to break the unity. 

         We are to maintain it not create it. It is something that God does 
         in us. 

         It means to guard, to hold fast, to preserve. 
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        2 Tim 2:15, Titus 3;12-13, John 17:11, 21-23, Phil 2:2, Col 3:14 

 
 

 

3. THE ESSENTIAL UNITY OF THE CHURCH   4:4 

    UNITY IN THE SPIRIT 
    Paul now gives the reason why we should keep the unity of the Spirit 

    This concerns the doctrine of the Church. The unity of the Church is 

     a manifestation of the perfection of the Godhead. Each of the three 
     groups is arranged around one of the persons of the Trinity. We shouls 

     see ourselves as members of the church and the church is a reflection 

     of the Trinity. 
    A. THE BODY OF CHRIST 

         There is only one church, unseen and spiritual. There is only one body 

         made up of all types, kinds and colors and nations. 

         There are seven ones there, the number of perfection. One is the key, and that's the 

whole design of God. This is behind the worthy walk, this is the cause, this is the reality 

that stands behind this practical oneness. The cause, the reason, the basis. And this is a 

tremendous passage. How many bodies of Christ are there? How many? One, there isn't 

the presbyterian body and the Baptist body and the Methodist body and the Episcopal 

body and the body in panorama City and the body in Utah and the body in Kansas, there's 

just one body, one body. There's neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, male nor female 

you're all one in Christ, there's one body, there is one church, there is one head to that 

church, just one body, that's all. Ephesians is based on that whole concept. 

What...whatever race, whatever creed, whatever culture, whatever nationality, whatever 

language, whatever temperament may be in your background you become a Christian and 

you are instantly made one with every other Christian. Listen 3:15 of Ephesians says 

there is one family in heaven and earth, just one. One body of Christ, we are an organism 

made up of every single true believer. Boy that's hard for me to take sometimes. I mean 

there's some true believers they maybe are saved but boy they're really messed up. You 

say, you mean -there's presbyterians in there and Anglicans and Charismatics, Neo- 

Evangelical, Fourth Degree Separationists all in the same body? 

All in the same body, only one body. 

And we've got to realize this, instead of celebrating our differences and instead of trying 

to create unity out of superficial ecumenism or anything else we've got to start in the 

heart. You know what I believe? I believe if all Christians were right with the Holy Spirit 

we wouldn't have any discord, it would purify our doctrine to start with, secondly it 

would purify our relationships, only one body. 

 

 
         Included in the body are the early Christians, Reformers, Puritans, 

         Covenanters, The Church spans the ages. 

         We all are parts and portions and members of the church. 
         The problems with us is that we always start with ourselves. We are 

          too subjective. Sin puts self in the center. We are actually units of a 



          great mystical body. 

         1 Cor 12:27 
         1. The Church Is A New Creation 

         2. Diversity In Unity 

    B. ONE SPIRIT 

         1. Conviction of Sin 
             John 16:8 

         2. Quickening and Regeneration 

             John 3:1-8, Eph 2:1 
         3. Incorporates Us Into the Body of Christ 

         4. Animates the Life Of The Whole Body Himself 

             1 Cor 3:16-17 
         5. Produces the Fruit In All Of Us 

             Gal 5:22-23 

    C. ONE HOPE 

 

All in the same body, only one body. 

And we've got to realize this, instead of celebrating our differences and instead of trying 

to create unity out of superficial ecumenism or anything else we've got to start in the 

heart. You know what I believe? I believe if all Christians were right with the Holy Spirit 

we wouldn't have any discord, it would purify our doctrine to start with, secondly it 

would purify our relationships, only one body. 

         1. The Hope of The Calling 

              Eph 1 

         2. Looking Forward 
             Rom 8:18, 2 Cor 4:17-18, 5:1, Titus 2:13, 1 Jn 3:2 

 

 
 

 

        


