
1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-5   SERVANTS OF CHRIST 

 

 

What a true servant is, is our theme today. We will see that God’s 

way of judging a minister can be so different from the way people 

critique a minister. God’s ways, no matter the topic, are always 
perfect, and we need to pay attention to His instructions, for there 

is much to learn from the Lord’s Word. 

 
The world likes to measure success by numbers. The church copies 

much from the world. It too, tries to measure how good the pastor is doing 

by looking at the numbers in membership, attendance, baptisms, degrees,  
and books written. These are popular practices today, but that is not the 

way the Lord measures success of a minister. As a matter of fact, to 

evaluate a servant of the Lord in those ways is totally dishonoring and 

displeasing to the Lord. God wants us to recognize the ministers of Christ 
as they have been given by Him to the Church. They are His gifts for the 

edifying of the body of Christ. These men are not to belittled, but neither 

are they to be exalted, as there is a balance that is to be maintained. Preachers 
theologians, evangelists, or any leaders are not to be worshipped or exalted, 

but neither is there to be roast preacher for dinner on Sunday after church. 

 
The real criteria concerned is that the message is to be given. Is the Gospel 

presented, is the question. Preachers are not to be seen as entertainers with 

jokes and stories. The preaching is not to be about themselves, but the person 

of Christ. 
 

The section we are looking at today focuses on the true nature of  a servant 

of God. It gives us the measuring standards by how ministers are to serve. 
It also shows how the congregation’s attitude should be toward the minister 

and how the minister’s attitude should be of himself. The main thought is 

we are still discussing divisions over different ministers. Where there is 

sound doctrine preached and personal holiness stressed, there is no place 
for ranking God’s servants. 

So let's start and see how Paul instructs us to hold the servant of Christ 

 in regard within the church. 
 

1. RECOGNITION OF THE SERVANT                  4:1 
    The first thing that Paul says is that the minister of Christ is to be held in 

     regard by the church. Paul was saying something like this; no matter what 

     man you have been following, I want you in the Corinthian church to regard 
     and account all of us. He uses the word us, meaning Paul, Apollos, Cephas, 

     and other fellow workers. 

    A. SERVANTS OF CHRIST 

         Huperetes—under rowers, galley slaves 
         This word is quite significant in that it specifically means the lowest of the 

         servant jobs. The under rower was on the bottom tier of a ship. The ships 

         of that day, wind power was augmented by man’s power. It reminds one of  
         the famous story of Jason and the Argonauts. 

         On either side of the ship great oars were manned by under-rowers who  

         were under the supervision of a master rower. This was the most despised,  



         menial and unenvied job. It was a very hard job. Galley slaves didn’t exalt 

        themselves above any others. 
        The term came to refer to subordinates under the authority of another. 

        The minister has that kind of position. He is under orders from a higher authority. 

        The minister must see himself rightly; as the underslave, a menial servant.  

         Luke 1:2, 17:10, Col 1:25-The calling is to preach the Word of God. 
         Servants serve the Lord with all humility. They are to obey God’s commands. 

         A minister can expect affliction, hardship, distress, and turmoil. 

         Paul is telling them to recognize the gift but don’t exalt them.  
    B. STEWARDS OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD 

         Oikonomos—house manager— 

         oikos' is the Greek word for 'house', and 'nemo' is the verb 'to arrange', so if you put      

those to together you get 'oikanomos' which means 'to arrange a house'. That's what a 

steward is, like a housekeeper, or if you like a manager of land or a household estate. 

This is someone who oversees something that is owned and possessed of another. That's 

what the servant of Christ is, he's a steward, so he doesn't dictate the terms, he doesn't 

decide what he's going to bring to the assembly because he's a steward of things that don't 

belong to him, and he has to do what he's told and give it the way God tells him to give it. 
         This is one who is placed in complete control 

         of a household. They watched over the property, the vineyard, finances, food 

         and the other servants. 

Campbell Morgan, many of you will know, was called 'the prince of expositors'. He 

looked very deeply into this Greek word 'oikanomos', and he was trying to find the 

nearest English equivalent of that word that he could find, and do you know what the 

word was that he came up with? It might seem astounding and even ridiculous to some of 

you, but here it is: 'housewife' - housewife! A steward of the home, why? Because the 

housewife is responsible for feeding the family, the housewife is responsible for keeping 

the family comfortable, keeping the family tidy, warming them up when they're cold - 

and you couldn't get a better word for the servant of Christ in the assembly. They're to 

feed the flock, they're to keep the flock, they're to make them comfortable in a positive 

sense, they're to keep them tidy and they're to warm them up when they're discouraged, 

when they're downhearted, and when they're lukewarm. 
         Titus 1:7, 1 Pet 4:10 
         A subordinate person acting under another person’s instructions 

         The servant of Christ obeys the Word of Christ 

         Handling accurately the Word of truth—2 Tim 2:15 

         Mysteries—Eph 3:9-10, 5:30-32, 1 Tim 3:16,  1 Cor 15:51 
         Musterion is a mystery that was once veiled is now known. 

         The ministers work is to take God’s revealed Word and dispense God’s Word 

         to the household. He is to hold nothing back giving the whole counsel of God. 
         Many preachers do not dispense the Word and most of the people are ready 

         to die of malnutrition because of lack of a balance of the truth. 

 

        Paul is saying to the Corinthians, regard the servants of Christ because they are 
        under-rowers , under the orders of their Master and you ought to recognize it. They 

        are acting for Christ. As long as the servants are obedient to what the Master says 

        and the people submit to the Word, then there will be no schisms and divisions. A 
        minister must study the Word to properly teach the Word 



 You see the picture that Paul is painting here, that these are the servants of Christ and 

you're not to exalt them as if what they're coming out with is their own wisdom, and their 

own opinion, and their own humanistic truth. You're to regard them as the servants of 

Christ, because they're bringing to you the word of God! 

 
 

If you turn further on to 1 Peter for a moment, you find that this stewardship is not just to 

one or two or more that we could call the servants of Christ, it's not just to overseers. In 1 

Peter chapter 4 we find that it's general to all believers, verse 10: 'As every man hath 

received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God'.  None of us can get off the hook before the word of God, we're 

all stewards! We might be stewards with different degrees of responsibility, but we're all 

required to obey the word of God - why? Because we, one day, will be answerable to 

God! The servant of God is to honour his responsibility to make sure that he is directed 

by God in his stewardship before God. 
 
 

2. REQUIREMENT FOR THE SERVANT             4:2 

    Required means to seek, demand 
    What God demands from Christians who have been given His truths 

    is faithfulness. Rev 2:10-Be faithful unto death. That’s a demand. 

    A. WHAT IS NOT REQUIRED 

         God does not require the following elements. 
         Humor, cleverness, popularity, education, brilliance 

         These can be good but only faithfulness is absolutely essential. 

    B. FAITHFULNESS 
         Faithfulness means to be trusted, to be reliable, and that means no 

         matter the circumstance or the situation. It can cost to be faithful. 

         This is the most important quality of a good steward. 
         1 Cor 4:17, 7:25, Col 1:7, 4:7, Matt 24:45-46, Rev 2:10 

         Luke 16:10—Faithful in that which is least. 

         It is quite a cost to remain faithful. 

         Abraham,(willing to sacrifice Isaac) 
         Daniel,(went into the den of lions)  

         Esther,(If I perish I perish, before the King) 

         Stephen (was stoned) 
 

         This is what the Lord looks for in a servant, willing to do anything 

         no matter the cost. 

         God supplies His Word, Spirit, gifts, and His power. What we are 
         to supply is faithfulness in using these resources. We are to faithfully 

         dispense the mysteries of God. 

 

3. JUDGMENT OF THE SERVANT                       4:3-5 

    A. OTHERS 

        Anakrino—investigate, question, evaluate 
        The Corinthians had the gall to judge, question the Apostle Paul. 

        Imagine that. They were questioning Paul after what they had done. 



        Now let me say this: we ought to judge righteous judgement according to the word 

of God with regards to doctrine and with regards to conduct and holiness and way of life, 

but what Paul is saying here is that we have no jurisdiction to judge the things that are 

unseen - that being the motivation and the service of the servants of Christ. 

        No individual is qualified to determine the legitimacy or quality 

        of the work for the Lord. 
 

    B. SELF 

         'It's a small thing to me for you to judge me' - he said that to the church - 'I don't let 

the church judge me. And whether you praise me to high heaven, or whether you criticise 

me down to hell, it doesn't bother me one bit'. I can’t even judge myself. 

Our knowledge and understanding of the facts are imperfect. We cant trust our 

own judgment. We can be biased. 
        2 Cor 1:12, 1 Cor 10:12,  

If he believes that he's the man of God with the word of God, he doesn't start to judge 

himself. I'm not talking about self-examination, that's encouraged in the word of God. Do 

you know what he saying? He's warning any of us not to get on the bema of God's 

judgement with our brethren and sisters in Christ, or even with ourselves. What does he 

say in 2 Timothy 2 and verse 15? 'Study', be diligent, 'to show thyself approved', 

presentable - to who? God! He is the only one who can make the right evaluation. 
        2 Tim 2:15 
    C. BEMA SEAT 

         The servant of Christ would have the hope of reward at the bema. Who is qualified 

to judge the servants of Christ? Only God.  If you're a Christian you must have done 

something in your life, at least, to merit at least something of the praise of God - but that's 

not what this verse means. This verse means that every man will have his due praise of 

God. They're running around praising Apollos and Paul and Cephas, Paul says: 'No, if 

anyone is worthy of judgement and praise, he'll get it from Christ!'. I know that because 

the definite article is in the Greek language 'he will get his due praise of God'. 
         Things hidden in the darkness---Thisd deals with the attitudes in the inner man. 

         God sees the inside. He knows the motives. 

         Rom 8:1, 1 Cor 3:12-13 

          
              Single purpose---1 Cor 10:31 That motive should determine everything to do. 

So with all this said, it is ridiculous to cause divisions in the church as the Corinthins 

had done, by arguing over who is the most honored servant. 
On that day, many dear saints, completely unknown to the world and barely known 

to fellow believers, will receive many rewards because their works were of gold, silver, 

and precious stones.  
 

What commendation will you have of God on that day? 

We all want to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant. 


