MARK 5:21-43   POWER OVER DISEASE AND DEATH
We continue in the book of Mark getting a close up view of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We happen to be in the middle of the four displays of His supernatural power over nature, demonic powers, disease, and death. We have covered the first two, which included the demonstration of Jesus’ power over nature, such as the wind and the waves and the power over the demoniac who was converted from being demon possessed to becoming calm and at peace, especially at peace with God. The people were so frightened by Jesus that they told Him to leave. That brings us to His miraculous display of healing a woman who was diseased and bringing back a young girl from death. These four miracles in a row were picked out by Mark to show the power and deity of the Messiah. They are quite substantial in showing the power of God which Jesus demonstrated. These two miracles we see today show the desperate needs of mankind and how the Lord takes the opportunity to make something great out of something so bad. Jesus is so sufficient for every circumstance that we find ourselves in.
God’s power that is displayed in these miracles we cover today, involves two contrasting segments of society. On the one hand it focuses on an outcast woman with a hemorrhage. On the other hand the focus is on a prominent family of Jairus which had much wealth. But they do have something in common, even though one was poor and the other was rich. They both had great needs. We know what it means when we are in need.  These two particular people had desperate needs in physical matters. But even more so was their great need of  Christ. Even though we may have physical, mental, social, and economic needs, the spiritual need is our greatest. We are desperate for the love and care of Christ. We need Him for His grace and mercy as He is the one who removes our guilt. To have forgiveness and reconciliation with the “Creator of the universe is to have our most important need met. He is all-sufficient and supplies all we need to live a godly life.
These stories tell us how God brings faith into lives of those He touches and how He causes it to grow. These stories can help us to grow in grace and help strengthen our faith and know more of God’s power. So let’s join this crowd  and experience the things they saw.
1. CHRIST AND JAIRUS                                     VV 21-24

    A. LARGE CROWD

One crowd sighed with relief as they wanted Jesus to leave, but another crowd 

was waiting to welcome Him when He returned home to Capernaum. How typical that is of society in general, isn't it? Those who will have nothing to do with Him, and those who want Him in their lives, in their circumstances. He is a celebrity. He is the one that people want to be near all the time. It is not a fascination with some kind of personality, it is a fascination with His power. They are stunned by His teaching, nobody ever taught like He taught. You know that since He is the Son of God, He is the most lucid, clear, profound and yet accessible teacher who has ever opened His mouth and taught and has spoken absolutely the truth. But it wasn’t that in particular that drew the very stone-cold hearts of these people, there was a fascination with His power.

In this crowd stood two people who were anxiously waiting to see Him. Jesus had been on the east side of the Lake and He and the other disciples returned to what we are so familiar with, the boat and the seashore and the huge crowd. Mark repeatedly mentions this setting in his Gospel. It was a noisy , jostling, dangerous crowd as before. Though enthused, they quieted for a moment when they became aware of someone approaching unexpectedly. The crowd quieted.
    B. SYNAGOGUE OFFICIAL
Jesus has been with the common people most of His ministry, but now comes one who is from the religious community. We already know what the Pharisees, and scribes think of Jesus. They want to kill Him.

         Important position

This was a high office, and he would have been held in great esteem in the 
community. What a lesson we have here, because this man is afflicted because 
his child is sick unto death. We see right away that position, power, or privilege 
do not exempt people from problems.

In each synagogue there was a man or a group of men who acted as the caretakers, or the overseers, or the administrators of synagogue life. They weren’t necessarily the teachers, they, however, were the ones who cared for the scrolls, and cared for the facility and administrated the facility and organized the synagogue school. They had oversight responsibility, supervising activity, appointing readers, prayers, teachers, etc. The man who received this honor would be a man who was respected, a religious man, a man of devotion, a man of mature leadership, a non-clerical local official in the synagogue in Capernaum, selected by all the people to be a part of a group of elders usually from three to seven who would give leadership. He was the epitome of the Capernaum religious establishment.
Being a synagogue leader makes this story surprising. Luke actually adds, “Because this is such a strange thing for a synagogue official to do, Luke says, “And behold!,” An explanation, this is shocking, this is startling, this is surprising.   Jesus had been involved in more than one controversial episode in synagogues. So this official certainly knew about Jesus. He knew of all the healings He did in Capernaum, even in the synagogue, Mark 1:21-28. He actually comes bowing in humility, pleading with all he had for his little daughter. This is amazing indeed. We know that he is coming to Jesus because he is desperate. He probably had seen Jesus heal people and even knew people who had been healed by Jesus. Jesus was his only chance.
         Fell at Jesus’ feet      Matthew 9 tells us he worshipped Him.
         Begged Jesus

              Mark 1:21, 3:1-6

    C. THE NEED

Jairus is like the sinner who comes to Christ who realizes he can’t do anything for Christ. It is his great need that makes him desperate. Despair is commonly the prelude to grace. Our need, and our desperate dire need, is always God's opportunity to do something great.
    D. HIS FAITH

Jairus’ infant faith was going to bring great rewards, especially as we see Christ develop it in the next events. This man’s faith was in Jesus Christ. Did the synagogue ruler, Jairus, also know that Jesus had claimed to forgive sins and made that claim most reasonable in the healing of the man let down through the roof? All of these things he had been exposed. Jesus preached a sufficient enough message to bring salvation to those who believed it.    Couldn’t believe in the cross, it hadn’t happened. Couldn’t believe in the resurrection, that hadn’t happened. What could he believe? He could believe that Jesus was who He claimed to be, the Holy One of God as the demon had said. He was the Son of God as He Himself claimed to be. He was the Messiah. He could have believed as Jesus had taught them to believe, to believe in Him as the Son of God and the Redeemer of Israel and the Savior of the world who alone could bring redemption from sin, the gospel of the Kingdom which Jesus had preached day after day after day in that very town. That was all there was for him to believe. He knew that Jesus could heal his daughter.  
    E. LARGE CROWD

              Jesus always ready to hear the plea of the needy

Jesus immediately set out with Jairus-no hesitation. Jesus responded to the need. Jesus is accessible and available. Jesus is full of compassion.
              The unanticipated problem

The man’s faith was to be tested on the way to the house, however. According to verse 24, they’re off to the house, his heart must have been beating with joy as he anticipated that his daughter would be well as soon as they reached the house. And on the way, there is an interruption

Jesus and Jairus  were slowed down in this traffic and to Jairus’ dismay, everything came to a sudden halt.

2. CHRIST AND THE WOMAN                          VV 25-34

    A. INTERRUPTION

Think of the biggest problem you've ever gone through, well, this was it for 
Jairus - and yet another problem raises its head that exacerbates the initial 
problem. I can just imagine him saying within himself, if he didn't say it out 
loud, 'This is all I need now!'. Now we always have to maintain that Jesus 
was in control of the situation, as we always have to maintain and declare: 
that we believe in the doctrine of divine sovereignty and God's providence 
over all situations. Yet for Jairus this situation must have seemed out of control
Do the interruptions in your life seem unnecessary? 'Did God really need to let that happen? After all I've been through and gone through? It seems so unnecessary'. I have learned a lesson the hard way, and I think Jairus was learning it, though he didn't realise it: God is never in a hurry.
    B. THE NEED
Look with me now at the other character that we face in this story in verse 25, 
this woman who suffered from an issue of blood 12 years. It was probably a 
uterine haemorrhage,. a bleeding problem and she has had this bleeding problem 
for as long as Jairus’ daughter has been alive. She’s had this bleeding problem since 
Jesus was about twenty years old.Now we don’t know what caused it. Scripture 
doesn’t tell us this. Lots of possibilities. She was having a constant loss of blood, 
hemorrhaging. That would involve a loss of strength, a female kind of problem 
like that would certainly cause embarrassment, the danger of death, severe physical 
effects.There was more than that. That alone would have been enough. But on top of 
that there was an Old Testament Law to consider. According to the twelfth chapter 
of Leviticus, verses 3 through 8 and the fifteenth chapter of Leviticus, verses 19 to 
27, a woman was unclean for seven days after such an experience. Here was a 
woman who was unclean for twelve years. She could never be clean...never.What 
did that mean? An unclean, defiled woman couldn’t go to the synagogue, couldn’t 
go to the temple. She was an outcast for twelve years. If she touched her husband, 
he was unclean. If she touched her children, they were unclean . If she touched her 
friends, they were unclean. If she touched a stranger, he was unclean. They would 
have to go through a seven day ritual cleansing to get back into the temple or 
synagogue.

    C. ENDURED MUCH, DESPERATE

She suffered from the people that were meant to make her well - the physicians - she spent all that she had financially, probably selling furniture and all her goods to get medicines, and quack potions, and superstitious methods to be freed from this illness...'but rather she grew worse'.
They offered potions, superstitions, wine, etc. and she was even worse. All of her money was gone trying to make herself better. The prescription for a woman who had this problem, according to the Talmud, was to carry the ashes of an ostrich egg in a linen bag in the summer, and to carry the ashes of an ostrich egg in a cotton bag in the winter. Or carry a barley corn found in donkey dung, or drink wine with alum and crocuses or wine with onions. Not very helpful. No wonder she couldn’t get any help.

    D. INCURABLE

         Luke 8:43  Dr. Luke simplified it.
    E. THE CROWD

She violated the acceptable boundaries of her tradition and the Old Testament and she went to the crowd. And she would have had to have rubbed herself against people, who knows how many, defiling them all ceremonially, although her disease was not contagious, but ceremonially as she worked her way through the crowd.

    F. HER FAITH

I will get well,” she said. Why did she have such confidence? Because of the many 
healings that had been done. And you remember the Bible tells us that He healed all 
who came to Him. In other words, I don’t have to expose myself publicly. I don’t 
have to be seen. I can crawl in on the bottom, on the ground, under the vision of 
everybody and just grab a tassel, there’s so much power in Him. She was a bit superstitious in her faith, she thought touching the garment would do something - granted, because it was His garment, it was faith in the perfect Saviour! God honoured her little faith and healed her - not because of the quality of her faith, or the size of her faith, but because of the One in whom her faith was.

    G. THE HEALING

Immediately the bleeding stopped after all these years. Amazing.

    H. JESUS’ QUESTION

“Who touched My garments?” He didn’t ask the question for information, but to 
draw her out of the crowd. It could be phrased, “Who are you who touched My 
garment?” He is pursuing the sinner, Luke 19:10

He immediately felt the power that went out of Him.

The expulsion of divine power that comes from Him into the life of that woman, Jesus actually experienced. He experienced the power flow that created the woman’s body new, it replaced the old with a brand new organ system.

         Disciples misunderstanding

    I. WOMAN HAS OPPORTUNITY TO PRAISE JESUS

But for this woman whose heart He knew because in John 2:25it says He knows everything that’s in the man’s heart, a woman’s heart. But on this occasion, He has more work to do. And here He is about to call one of God’s chosen whom the Father is drawing to Himself.  Jesus, verse 32, looked around to see the woman who had done this. This is the word peri, that we use for perimeter. He just looked all around to find this woman. And finally she was willing to reveal herself. Luke adds that everybody was denying, “It wasn’t me...it wasn’t me.” “But the woman, fearing and trembling aware of what had happened to her.” This is holy terror. This is holy fear. She’s not afraid because of her offense. She is afraid because she’s aware of what has happened to her. And what has happened to her is she has just been healed in a split second and she knows it and she therefore knows what Jesus had been saying all along and what Mark is trying to let us know that this is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. She is in the presence of divinity or deity. She collapses, fully aware of the terror of being a sinner in the presence of the Lord, a posture that begs for mercy for her sin. And then she has the opportunity to make a public confession in verse 33, she told Him the whole truth. Told her whole story, the confession of her sickness, the confession of her faith, the confession of her healing, the confession of her need for mercy. In fact, Luke says, “She declared it in the presence of all the people.”
    J. YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WELL

daughter? There’s a word to dispel fear, isn’t it? This is the only time in the New Testament that a woman is so addressed by Jesus... “Daughter...She is a child of God. Matthew chapter 9 says He added, “Be of good comfort, relax, rest.”  Well   SOZO   saved, salvation
3. CHRIST AND THE LITTLE GIRL                   VV 35-43

    A. THE BAD NEWS ABOUT THE DAUGHTER

Woman, thy faith hath made thee whole', and as He's speaking those words I can imagine these messengers coming down and infiltrating into the crowd, thinking to themselves: 'Well, that's well and good, but the wee girl's dead! Trouble the Master no more, she's dead! Those are empty words!'.

    B. A WORD OF HOPE FROM JESUS
         The command to maintain the faith   

         Believe in a resurrection, not just a healing

The trying of our faith works patience, and the reason why we have these problems at times, and the interruptions to the solutions of our problems, and adverse conclusions as far as we are concerned in our human reasoning, is that our faith would be strengthened. Now the thing that carried Jairus through all this experience were the words of the Lord - they made the difference!
    C. THE THREE DISCIPLES

Peter, James, and John, the inner 3 just like at the Transfiguration and the Garden of Gethsemane.

    D. THE MOURNERS

These people say 'She's dead, why bother Him any more?'. Now, that's common sense - it makes sense, doesn't it? She's dead, why bother Him any more? We find common sense in the disciples in verse 31: 'What are You saying, 'Who touched me?' for, everybody's rubbing up against You in a crowd!' - that's common sense. But common sense doesn't often make faith-sense!

    E. THE EXPULSION OF THE SCORNERS

'She's sleeping', and they laughed in His face, and that's often the reaction when we speak with words of faith and not common sense - people laugh at you: Do you know what the Lord Jesus did in verse 40? He put out the unbelief. Those that laughed at Him, those that scorned Him, He put them out - and that's what I need to do, that's what you need to do: put out unbelief in our hearts, and believe God's word when He speaks to us.

    F. THE GENTLENESS OF THE LORD

He took the child by the hand - that is one of the outstanding features of the Servant's ministry, He used His hands to touch people when He healed them. In this very gospel He took Peter's wife's mother by the hand and raised her up, He took another by the hand in chapter 1, touching the leper. He tenderly takes the little children later on in this gospel, we'll see in chapter 9 and chapter 10, He takes them up in His arms and blesses them, laying His hands upon them. This is the hand that was going to be nail-pierced, this is the hand of infinite tenderness - and it's still the hand of sympathy today! Isn't it wonderful to know, as John says: believers in Him are in His hand, and nothing can take them out - nothing!

        Little lamb, arise----------- In Aramaic the tongue of the Lord Jesus spoke, not the language the New Testament is written in, He said: 'Talitha cumi'
        John 11:43, Luke 7:14

    G. THE PROTO-RESURRECTION

This is the first person we read of that Jesus rose from the dead.

Can you hear those words fall on the girl's cold, dull ears? Can you see her eyes flutter and open wide? And the first thing she saw was the face of Jesus. Then she looks around and sees Mum and Dad, and three stunned apostles that Jesus took into the room - Peter, James and John. Do you know what that is? The Servant's power over death - and do you know something? Whether the Saviour comes or calls, it is a foreshadowing of what we all are going to go through. We're going to hear our name! We're going to open our eyes! We're going to see His face! We're going to be with our family, the family of God.
When the Lord comes it's going to be the same! Those that have just died, imagine it! You've been sitting beside someone holding their hand as the breath has gone from them, what will it be like for those in that moment when the breath comes back again?

    H. THE RESPONSE

    I.  THE COMMAND TO NOT TELL
Two commands that He gave: the first, don't tell anybody; and the second, go and get her something to eat. The thoughtfulness, the consideration of the Lord Jesus - why did He say 'Don't tell anybody'? Because He wanted the parents and the child to enjoy a brief time of privacy and company before the word would get out, because the whole neighbourhood would be at their door! What a thoughtful Saviour He is, and yet how practical: 'Get her something to eat'. In all the excitement this wee girl, who probably hadn't eaten for days because she was sick, needed fed.
The difference faith makes...may it make that difference to all our hearts today.
