GENESIS 6:13-22     GOD’S JUDGMENT AND THE ARK

We are in the chapter that introduces to us the great flood judgment

by God. It is staggering when you really think about it, that all the

earth and its inhabitants were destroyed in one swift cataclysmic

event, and to know it was God who sent it. Think of how many 

people were swallowed up in this deluge. There really could have 

been billions of people at that time, knowing that people lived for

hundreds of years and could have children when they were over

500 years old. There were probably big families and knowing

how exponential growth works, billions is certainly not out of the

question at all. We really are reminded how terribly man was

depraved and how God takes sin so seriously. Man was evil, wicked,

corrupt and any other way you can think how sinful he was, and

actually still is. A righteous God had to bring destruction to the

people, even though people in our time cannot imagine a God who
would do this. He literally wiped everybody off the face of the earth.

And…it was a huge, immense number of human lives that were

destroyed by God. He designed it. Would our God do that? People

might say that is not a loving God. But these people do not know

how evil man is. They really don’t know how bad man is in his

nature and in his actions. An attribute of God is that He is just, and

He has to demonstrate His wrath at times, or He would not be just.

The wrath of God was put on display in one of the biggest ways 

ever. Actually it is the biggest ever. This is where we really have
to realize how dreadfully wicked the human nature can be that God

would have to kill every one but 8 people. You would have thought

there would have been more, maybe a few thousand or at least 

a few hundred. Only 8, by God’s grace, were delivered That is 

staggering!

We know, if it were not for His grace and mercy and love, no man

would have been saved. The whole human race could have been

destroyed forever and we would have never known life. But God

not only is just, He is merciful. He granted Noah grace and the rest

of his family so the human race could be saved.   

There are two kinds of people in the world, those who will be judged

by God, and those who will be rescued from judgment by God. So 
simply stated, the history of man is inextricably moving toward final 
judgment. And along the way sinners, by God's grace and purpose, 
are being rescued from that judgment. You will see this all through
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Most people who are ever born

are headed for judgment and just a remnant out of all those numbers

of mankind will be chosen out, and delivered from destruction, even

though they too deserve the same punishment.
1. THE REASON FOR JUDGMENT                      6:13

    Now to understand what final judgment will be like we come to this amazing judgment in Genesis 6-9, which is the section that describes the flood. Because here you have a worldwide catechlismic judgment that wipes out all of humanity and that is essentially the preview of the final judgment of history. In fact in the New Testament, in the words of Jesus recorded in Matthew 24:37-39, recorded again in Luke 17:26-30, the Lord Himself with His own mouth describes the future judgment of the coming of the Son of Man as being like the judgment of the days of Noah. And the apostle Peter you will remember writing in 2 Peter 2 and 3, also describes the future judgment; the holocaust of the uncreation or destruction of the universe as being like the judgment of God in the days of Noah. 

So the Lord and the apostles and the writing of the New Testament made sure that we made the connection. If you want to understand what the final holocaust of judgment is going to be like the best view is given to you in Genesis 6-9. As we've been learning, about 1650 years into human history, the flood came. Just a millennium and a half or a little more and God destroyed the human race, drowning them all and that was the model for what he will do in the end, not by water but by fire. We are now 4500 years plus past the flood and that judgment has not yet come but it will. Now we've been learning, as we've studied the book of Genesis, that even professed Christians have rejected the clear teaching of Genesis. We know that there are many who call themselves Christians who profess Christ and many who actually are Christians who reject the Genesis account of six day creation. In its place they put some kind of evolutionary scheme. And there are also many who call themselves Christians and some who are who reject the biblical record of a world wide flood. There are many Bible teachers and theologians that reject the idea that God drowned the whole world and they want to make the flood a somewhat local flood less devastating than Scripture indicates. They want to “clean up” the Word of God since this is so distasteful to even mention. But this is the truth, no matter how ugly it is. The lesson of the flood then is that God will destroy all who rebel against Him even if it means the whole human race. But in that destruction he will save those who trust him even they are only eight.
 It is the sin of man that causes God to judge and condemn. He has done this kind of thing at other times when He did it in mass numbers. We can think of the Passover when God killed all the firstborn. The only firstborn that God saved were the Israelites when the death angel of God passed over them because they were obedient in putting the blood on the doorposts. God did not give that opportunity to the Egyptians. Was God fair? He was just, and He could have wiped everybody out.
In John 5 and he said, "There's going to come a great judgment and there will be after that judgment a resurrection and it will be the resurrection of the just and the unjust." The resurrection unto life and a resurrection unto damnation. God always distinguishes. That's very important because that's comfort for those of us who belong to Him.

The story of the Bible, the story of redemption and therefore the story of human history is the story of judgment and mercy. It's the story of wrath and grace. It's the story of destruction and preservation. This is human history; this is biblical history. For the one who believes in God you can make a claim on the great promise of Psalm 91:7 which says, "A thousand may fall at your side and 10,000 may fall at your right hand but it will not come near you." Those of you who belong to the Lord, everybody around you may be dropping under the fury of God's wrath but not you.
    6:1-3, 5, 11, 12     Amos 8:2—That’s it, it’s fixed. Israel was being judged.
He tells Noah in verse 13 about His holy outrage essentially over mankind's wickedness and rebellion and violence. And he prepares Noah with that statement to understand why the judgment will come. Having heard this from God Noah doesn't have to ask. God says, "The end of all flesh has come before Me because the earth is filled with violence because of them." It's a violent world; it's a world that God has determined to destroy. And the only response that Noah has through the whole account is to do exactly what God tells him to do.
2. THE RESCUE FROM JUDGMENT                  6:14-16

    Now how is God going to protect Noah and his family in this holocaust? The answer to that is the subject of the text before us. And what you have here is a real historical account but you also have a wonderful picture of how God rescues His own in the midst of judgment. Nowhere, by the way, in this account does Noah ever say anything. He doesn't speak in chapter six, he doesn't speak in chapter seven, he doesn't speak in chapter eight, he doesn't speak in chapter nine until the flood has come and gone. And when he does finally speak the first words that are recorded to come out of his mouth are a curse on his grandson Canaan. And what we learn from the fact you go through these chapters and he never says anything is that this is all about God not about Noah. This is all about sovereign purpose. This is all about the almighty, holy God acting, judging, saving. Noah never says anything but he is a player and an actor in this story. Although he doesn't say anything he does everything God commands him to do. And therein give evidence of that righteousness which had been granted by God to him and that transformation of his heart made him and obedient lover of God.

    ARK—TEBAHIN—Box    Build a box. Just a big rectangular, wooden box. A chest might be another way to view it. Not shaped like a boat; not shaped like a ship. It wasn't designed to sail and it wasn't designed to be propelled. It didn't need to have a thinned bow to cut through the water when it was being propelled by oars 
    Exodus 2:3—Moses in an ark------Each of them preserved above the waters of drowning by an arc. Noah was God's instrument to save humanity and Moses was God's instrument to save Israel.
    Rooms----I want you to make rooms in there, compartments or apartments, thousands of them. And I want you to put those rooms on a series of decks indicated there in verse 16 as the lower deck, the second deck and third deck. And then I want you to caulk it with pitch. I don't know what the substance was; pitch is a word in Hebrew related to the verb smear. So whatever you smear on there to caulk it up that's what you use.
    Pitch

    Cubits----It has to be 300 cubits by 50 cubits by 30 cubits. A cubit is about 18 inches. So this is 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. It's a rectangle with flat bottom, flat sides and flat ends. Not for movement; not for speed. I want you to understand that's maybe large by our standards of huge, massive, ocean going ships today but let me put it in perspective for you. The ark is the largest floating vessel ever built until the 19thcentury.
Henry Morris who is an engineer and a scientist concluded that the arc would have had to have been turned completely vertical before it could be tipped over.

   Windows----God told Noah to build a barge essentially. A flat bottom barge with no rudder; the Lord would be the rudder. And everybody in the family was going on a cruise. A cruise with no ports. And the cruise was gonna last 371 days. Now some of you would like to go on a cruise for 371 days but not in a barn. And there's some relief, and this is good to know, verse 16, "You should make a window." I hope so. Ventilation would become critical, critical.
Literally ventilation all the way around the arc is probably the best way to understand it. It was under the overhang and could be covered with some material during the rain. And that material could then be rolled up or removed when the rain had stopped. So they would literally be 18 inch, a foot and a half, opening all the way around ventilating that entire arc, interrupted only by the posts that were holding up the roof. Providing light, providing ventilation.

    Capacity-------A square bottom sunk down is almost impossible to overturn no matter how great the waves. Also it gives it a third more cargo capacity than a similar ship with a sloping hull. And the gross tonnage of the arc could be calculated; it would be 14,000 tons. Its internal space a 100,000 square feet. And its total volume, 1.5 million cubic feet.
It has been calculated that the capacity of the arc is equivalent to 522 boxed cars. You watch the box cars go by on the train tracks. Five-hundred-twenty-two boxed cars. Somebody figured out years ago that you could get 240 sheep in a boxed car. So if you had 522 boxed cars with 240 sheep you'd have a total of 125,000 animals. Sheep are probably larger than the average animal on the arc and they probably didn't take two full grown giraffes if you were wondering, or full grown hippos and elephants. But sheep are probably larger than the average would be so you had at least the room for 125,000 different animals. Gives you some idea of the immense capacity of the ship. And then the building of thousands of compartments provided little places for all of the animals to stay. 

The ark was sufficiently, according to calculations, large enough to carry two of every species of air breathing animal in the world. I'm talking about in the world today.

    One door------You want to minimize any possible leakage, any possible disaster and with one door constantly watched and monitored and appropriately secured you have a simpler security situation. And they only needed one door and once they shut it, they shut it because nobody was going to get off the ship, they never pulled into port.
3. THE MEANS OF THE JUDGMENT                 6:17
    FLOOD—(MABULE)----    It is a technical term used only in Genesis 6-9 to describe this massive, worldwide deluge. It refers exclusively to the Genesis flood. It is only used one other time in all the Old Testament, just one other time.
    Psalm 29:10

    Flood of all floods

    All flesh---breathing animals------Did you understand that there are some animals that don't breathe air? Where are they? In the water. And again the Scripture is very specific. The Lord is going to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life. Under heaven, excluding those who are under the water. All those who are under the heaven above, the air, and who breath that air are going to be destroyed.
Another reason we believe it's a worldwide flood is because of the depth of the flood. The flood was at least above Mt. Ararat; it covered all the mountains and Mt. Ararat 17,000 feet high. You can't have a local flood 17,000 feet high. The calculations are gonna spread that water over the whole earth.

    Job 12:15, 22:16, Ps 29:10, Isa 54:9. Mt 24:37-39

    Luke 17:26-27, Heb 11:7, 1 Pet 3:20, 2 Pet 2:5, 3:5-6

4. THE COVENANT                                                6:18-22
    This is the good news of the flood.

    judgment is not indiscriminate it is discriminating; God knows exactly who is to be judged and who is not.
God says I am going to make a promise through you. That's what a covenant is. First time it's used by the way, first time for the word covenant in the Bible. Twenty-seven times the word covenant appears in Genesis 8 around the flood

I'm going to give you a promise and through you that promise can be carried to generations to come. Through you I'm going to fulfill my original pledge,

    Explained—9:9-17

    The Model person Who Escapes Judgment

            Chosen by grace (3:8)

            Justified              (3:9)

            Blameless

            Walked with God

    Features of God’s covenants     1.Unilateral  2.Eternal    3. Established by grace

God sovereignly, independently, unilaterally obligates Himself to save the family of Noah and to pledge to never drown the world again. That's His promise; makes no demands on Noah to do anything to validate or void that promise. Here is the kind of man that God makes promises to, here is a chosen man, here is a justified man, here is a sanctified man and here is a man given the promise of a future. That's the kind of person still God will spare from judgment.

    New Covenant     Jere31:31-34      Heb 8:1-13

    Animal problems?

    Noah’s obedience     7:5,9,16,  Heb 11:7

Noah got into the ark.  We get into Christ.     1 Pet 3:18-22
