
1 CORINTHIANS 4:6-21   FOOLS FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 

 
The Apostle Paul in addressing the Church at Corinth had to do 

quite a bit of rebuking. Their main problem was a matter of pride, 

which is what man in general, has to battle constantly. The pride 

that they had in their worldly wisdom and their spiritual knowledge 
made them think more highly of themselves than they should have 

thought. It caused factions and divisions in the church as they chose 

the leaders they wanted to follow, although God had gifted them all 
for the whole church to be blessed by. They elevated the servants 

and boasted about their favorite teacher and denigrated the others. 

We saw how Paul dealt with that in the first few verses of chapter  
four. Who were they to be judging these stewards and servants? 

They were even bringing themselves to be superior to the great 

Apostle Paul. These people had inflated egos and had a high view 

of themselves. Paul wanted to deflate these huge egos. 
It is God’s job to reward the faithful ministers and praise them. 

He is the only one who knows the hearts of the ministers. Paul 

was proving to them that leaders are to be humble and are not to 
be exalted. 

The lesson of humility was certainly the issue and virtue they had 

to learn. Their sin of conceit was not following the supreme example 
of the Lord and Savior. He had humbled Himself to the point of 

death. Also, Paul and the others who had led at Corinth were actually 

good examples of humility to follow. The very characteristic of 

believers is humility, although it is so elusive. It comes with the new 
nature that has been given to us. If that is the way Christ is, then, 

we as His followers, are to be as He is. 

 

 

1. ARROGANCE OF THE CORINTHIANS          4:6-8 

    Paul really had to lambaste the Corinthians who thought they were 

    something, when they really were nothing. He was very pointed 
    in his rebuke of them. 

    A. ILLUSTRATIONS OF HOW THEY WERE TO BE 

        THESE THINGS 
        In the first five verses, we saw that Paul was showing what a 

        true servant of God is to see Himself as. Servants of God 

        are under rowers, and bus boys, table waiters. They serve the 
        people for their edification. They are not to be seen higher 

        than what they really are. 

        In chapter 3 he gave a picture of servants as being farmers as 

        some plant and some water. They are also seen as builders,  
        building on the foundation of Christ. Another picture is as lowly 

        servants and of stewards. That is what we looked at last week and 

        that would be the “these things” as in verse six. 
        Farmers, Builders, Servants, Stewards(Humble, faithful, 

        meek, trustworthy, submissive 

        This is how any servant and the church is to view them. Anybody, 
        as a matter of fact, is to see themselves as lowly. 

 



    B. WHAT THEY WERE, ARROGANT 

         They had to be taught how they were supposed to view this, but 
         we now see what they really were doing.  

         Phusioo—puff up, inflate, blow up 

         There were Christians who were puffed up with their pride and 

         self importance. Paul used this word throughout this epistle. 
         4:18, 19, 5:2, 8:1,13:4, 2 Cor 12:20 

         The fires of their own self-esteem were raging, and they loved  

         people pouring more fuel upon them. 

         Pride is all about me. When this attitude is taken by many in 

         the church, unity is torn apart. 
         1. Why do you think your better? 

             How come you think your group is better than the others? We are 
             all redeemed by the same Lord. You have nothing to boast of. 

         2. What do you have that was not given to you? 

              James 1:17          The gift is a gift of God. If you have anything 
              worth having it came from God. 

              We did not give ourselves life, food, care, and protection we had 

              as babies, education, talents, the country we were born in, or IQ. 

              No matter how hard we work and study, we would have nothing 
              except for what the Lord has given us. What does any person have 

              to boast of, then? Everything we have is on loan from the Lord. 

         3. Why are you boasting as if you created the gifts? 
             If they had what someone else had given them, why were they 

             boasting as if they had created them? Their boasting was from their 

             pride. Pride is very deceiving. 
             Paul broke down every defense and excuse. He was determined to 

             Make them understand that their sin was serious. 

 

              So, all the praise and honor is to go to the Lord, and nobody else. 
    C. PAUL’S SARCASM 

         Paul, now drives home the point with sarcasm that is so pointed. 

         Sarcasm is used a few times in scripture.  Job 12:1, 1 Kings 18:26, 
         Psalm 2:1-2 

         1. They had already arrived 

             You would have thought they were great and wonderful and wealthy 

             and kings. They really thought of themselves that way. They were like 
             the Laodiceans in Rev 3:17 

              Phil 3:12—Paul knew that he had not attained it yet. 

         2. They were already ruling as kings 
              It was like the Kingdom had begun and they already had their crowns 

              even before the apostles. 

              Now, Paul wished it was time for coronation and all would be kings 
              and we all would have true glory. We would all be rich and resting. 

              But they thought that it was just them who were in that position. 

 

2. HUMILITY OF THE APOSTLES                     4:9-13 
    A. SPECTACLES 

         There is quite an image used here by Paul. It is vivid. It is used of the  

         ones who were brought into the arena, condemned to die as criminals. 



         The last ones were brought out for the grand finale. In this case, God 

         brought out the apostles to be a spectacle for all to see to show God’s 
         glory. 

         Theatron—spectacle 

         When a Roman general won a victory it was celebrated as a triumph. 

         The general would be decked out in military splendor as he led the 
         parade through the city with the officers and soldiers. Behind them 

         were prisoners in chains and the kings of these defeated ones put 

         on display for all to see and mock. They were under the sentence of 
         death and would be taken to the arena to to fight wild beasts. This is 

         the spectacle Paul is referring to. Paul considered himself to be like 

         a conquered prisoner condemned to death. Moffatts translation-“God 
         means us apostles to come in at the very end like doomed gladiators 

         in the arena. 

         They're made a spectacle, like doomed criminals fed to the lions,  

        and the angels are looking down astonished at what they can suffer  

        for Christ, and men are looking on and attributing them as fools  

        for Christ! 
         A true servant is humble. 

    B. FOOLS 
         You still really think of the Gospel as foolish and the ministers as 

         foolish. You are ashamed of being Christ’s servant. You want the glory 

          
         Moroi---morons 

         Acts 17:18 

    C. LOWEST OF SOCIETY 
         The apostles lived in the lowest levels of society. While they were living 

         like slaves, the Corinthians were living as kings. 

         Deprived         Matthew 8:20—Foxes have holes, birds have nests, but the 

         Son of Man has no place to lay His head. 
         Toiled (Kopiao)-work to the point of exhaustion 

         This kind of work seemed to be beneath the Greeks dignity. Toiling was 

         for slaves. 
 

              Acts 18:3, 20:34, 1 Thess 2:9, 2 Thess 3:8 

         Reviled 

         The apostles literally looked at themselves as galley slaves. They wanted to 
         faithful and humble.   Last here, but first in the kingdom. 

         Persecuted 

         Defamed 

         There's a disturbing trend that goes the opposite way: that men of God,  

         so-called, in the ministry of God are moving and working and living for  

         money! It's not being defamed, but it's being 'famed' now 

    D. FILTH 

         Scum and dregs---the lowest, most degraded criminals 
         This refers to scrapings and offscourings cleaned from a dirty dish and 

         then thrown away. 

         The offscouring', you burn the potatoes and you've to clean the pot, and  

         you scour of all that black dirt - maybe you do it quite a lot some of you,  

         you scour off the black dirt, and it just goes to the rubbish, it's good for  



         nothing 

         This was used of the lowest, most degraded criminals who were sacrificed 

         in pagan ceremonies. 

         2 Tim 3:12, The world takes great offense. It resents being under the light of truth. 

        1 Pet 5:6—Humility now, exaltation later. 
 

3. THE SPIRITUAL FATHER                              4:14-21 

     We have seen the pictures Paul has drawn for us to see Christians as servants, 
     farmers, fellow workers of God, builders, galley slaves, stewards, and now Paul 

     uses the illustration of a spiritual father. Paul now tells them why he has been so  

     stern. He loves them as a father loves his children. There are six characteristics here. 

    A. WARNING 
         Noutheteo—to put to mind         1 Thess 2:10-12, 5:14 

         Paul wanted them to repent, not just leave them in shame. He wanted to correct them. 

         We all must admonish at times. We want to see correction and change. 
    B. LOVE 

         Agapao               2 Cor 12:14-15 

         A father loves his child and is gentle and understanding 
    C. PRODUCE OFFSPRING 

         A child must be born before he can be cared for. 

         Paul is the one who brought these people to Christ. He begot them. There were 

         Many teachers, but he was their spiritual father. He brought them forth by truth. 
         James 1:18/ Mt 28:19 

         Gal 4:19, 1 Tim 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 10 

    D. EXAMPLE 
         He calls for them to imitate him or follow him just like a father would want his 

         Child to follow what he does. He sets the example. 

    E. TEACHER 
         Discipling is teaching the Word of God. Paul did that for 18 months-Acts 18:11 

    F. DISCIPLINARIAN 

        A father who loves his children will discipline them. The Corinthians probably 

        did not think that Paul would confront them. 
        Prov 3:12, Heb 12:6 

        Paul did not want to shame them, but to admonish them as children whom he 

        truly loved. That is the mark of every godly father. 
 

To the world, Paul was a fool for Christ as he allowed himself to be humbled in his 

service to the Lord. He might have been a spectacle but he resembled his Savior. 

In his dealings with the wayward church that he loved so much, Paul demonstrated 
the elements for effective discipling of spiritual children. By this, they could be 

allowed to grow up. 

 
 

 

 
          

          


