
EPHESIANS 1:10-13    THE COSMIC SHOWCASE OF GOD’S WISDOM 

                                         THE SUPREME PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

 

We have been moving in to the ultimate purpose of all Christian doctrine, the 

end of Christian salvation itself, as we close the end of this section. The grand 

objective of it all is to bring us into the presence of God, so we can worship 
and pray. But before we look at that, we need to see how important the church 

is in God’s eternal plan. What we have to grasp is the most astonishing phenomenon 

the world has ever seen. 
 

The church of Jesus Christ is the most important institution in the world. The assembly of 

the redeemed, the company of the saints, the children of God are more significant in 

world history than any other group, organization, or nation. The United States of America 

compares to the church of Jesus Christ like a speck of dust compares to the sun. The 

drama of international relations compares to the mission of the church like a kindergarten 

riddle compares to Hamlet or King Lear. And all pomp of May Day in Red Square and 

the pageantry of New Year's in Pasadena fade into a formless grey against the splendor of 

the bride of Christ. Take heed how you judge. Things are not what they seem. "All flesh 

is like grass. And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower 

falls, but the word of the Lord (and all his family) abide forever" (1 Peter 1:24, 25). The 

media and all the powers, and authorities, and rulers, and stars that they present are a 

mirage. "For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God" (Luke 

16:15). The gates of Hades, the powers of death, will prevail against every institution but 

one, the church.                   John Piper 

 

How can I bring my own heart to sense the grandeur of the mission of the church? And 

how can I find words that might open the eyes of your heart to see it, too? I feel so inept 

when I sit down and try to put into words the cosmic significance of the church. But I 

take heart in these two things: though I am just an earthen vessel and my words are like 

leaky clay pots, the truth in this text is so glorious, so fantastic that it may break out and 

shine on its own if I can just get you to look at it long enough. And the other thing is that 

Paul followed this section with a prayer in Ephesians 3:14–21 which asked for God's help 

in comprehending the length and breadth and height and depth of the revelation of Christ. 

 
The church, of which we belong to, is the most astonishing phenomenon 

the world has ever seen.   M.L. Jones 
It is more wonderful than anything seen in nature. Jones 

 

This is staggering that God would work through us 
and the dignity and glory of the church that Paul talks about here goes 

beyond anything he has said about the Church. Nothing about the Church 

goes higher than this. 

 

 

And I pray that God will open our eyes today so that we can see that all of us believers, 

each with his peculiar gift, are part of a cosmic mission given to the church by the 

Creator. 
 



 

1. THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF THE MYSTERY                1:10-11 
    A. MANIFOLD WISDOM 

         Multi-colored, multi-faceted, The light broken up 

         in various colors of the spectrum, varieties 

         It is so manifold it transcends our limited capacity. Our knowledge we 
         Have acquired is but a slender proportion. 

         The supreme purpose of the church is to glorify God by manifesting His 

         wisdom before the angels. 
         The church breaks up the whiteness like a prism does white light into colors 

         of the spectrum. What a glory the angels see by this. 

         The Church is the final expression of the wisdom of God. We exist for God’s glory. 
         We were created by Him, for Him. 

 

    B. MADE KNOWN BY THE CHURCH 

         The church is kind of a prism that is placed in the path of the light to break 
         up the whiteness into the colors of the spectrum. 

         What divine wisdom is to be made known? 

             Revelation revealed to Paul  vv 1-7—Mystery of Christ 
             Revelation revealed by Paul vv 8-9---Mystery preached to nations 

             Revelation revealed by Church  v10---Mystery of God known 

          The angels astonished by Jews and Gentiles in the body of Christ together. 
          The Church is the medium of the manifestation 

           

         Many times people have thought that the church had come to its end. People 

         have scorned and ridiculed and almost buried it, the church resurrected and 
         had revival. It is here to glorify God in the ultimate way. 

    C. PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS IN THE HEAVENLIES 

         Ephesians 1:21, Colossians 1:16, Ephesians 6:12 
         1 Cor 11:10, so as not to offend their sense of submissiveness and to give then cause to    

glorify God by the obedience of the church in the matter of male and female resources. 

        1 Tim 5:21, Heb 1:14 

         The angels have seen God’s wisdom in history. They have watched humans and 
         saw how God handled nations. They watched as God allowed evil kings rise  

         up and cause nations to be terrified. Then God would scatter these enemies and 

         cause them to disappear like they were never there. The angels watched human 
         history. They saw God calling Abram out of a pagan country and take him to 

         a foreign land. The angels saw that God was forming a nation for Himself. They 

         saw God’s purpose furthered through Isaac and Jacob and not through Ishmael 
         and Esau. They did not understand it all but they saw His purpose unfold as God 

         called sinners to repentance. 

         They saw the children of Israel going down into Egypt and becoming slaves there 

         and then later saw God deliver them out of bondage and Pharaoh being judged. 
         They saw them go into Canaan and then in to captivity in Babylon. 

         The angels watched God in His wisdom all throughout the Old Testament days. 

         But God’s wisdom is even greater than they ever imagined. Through the Church 
         They will see the greatest manifestation of the wisdom of God. 

 

         The glory of God is the supreme goal of creation. Angels are made as creatures 
         who forever will give God glory  Ps 148:2, Heb 1:6 and the redemption of fallen 

         humans enriches their praise. Redeemed people are to enhance angelic praise 



         and some day in heaven to join in it. Rev 4:8-11, 5:8-14. 

 
         Even fallen angels glorify God even though they don’t intend to do so. God is 

         glorified by continually frustrating their rebellious plans and showing their futility 

         of their intentions to destroy His church. His wrath displays His glory.  Rom 9:19-22  

 
    D. SALVATION, THE GREATEST MANIFESTATION 

         Salvation through Christ is the supreme, highest manifestation of the 

         wisdom of God. It took God’s wisdom to solve the dilemma of the sin of mankind. 
         The angels could not think of this solution. They had seen Adam fall and the problem 

         that presented. It was the most profound problem that has ever arisen. How could a 

         holy God forgive sin? Only God alone, could solve the problem. Angels were 
         baffled. The angels saw the Son of God come to earth and be born in a manger and 

         then grow up as a carpenter’s son. Later they saw Him on the cross taking our sin. 

         As they watched all this, they were amazed and astonished. They saw Jew and Gentile 

         coming together in the Church.  They saw the different ways that God saved men. 
         Saul was struck on the ground. Lydia’s heart was opened and there was an earthquake 

         that God used for the Philippian jailer to be saved. 

         1 Pet 1:12,  The angels are stooping down in order to look into it.  They are looking 
         down at the many colored wisdom of God.  

         Luke 15:10 

 
 

 

2. THE PRIVILEGE OF THE MYSTERY                              1:12-13 

    A. THE MANNER OF OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
         1. Boldness—an absence of restraint or fear, freedom from apprehension 

         2. Access-----means of entry, privilege of entrance, admission 

         3. Confidence—no fear of rejection 
         Hebrews 4:15-16, 10:19-22 

 

    B. WHAT MAKES THIS ACCESS POSSIBLE? 

         The holiness of God  Isa 33:14,    John 17:11, 1 John 1:5, Hebrews 12:29 
         Faith in Christ     Jn 14:6, 1 Tim 2:5 

 

    C. WHAT DO I DO TO MAKE THIS REAL? 
         1. Don’t rely on feelings or moods or inward conditions 

         2. Preach to yourself God’s provisions to you    

             1 Jn 1:7-9, 2:1-2 
         3. Thank God 

             Phil 4:6, James 4:8 

         4. Manifest the wisdom of God 

 
V 13---Paul’s reason for alluding formerly to his imprisonment is now manifest. It 

Was to prevent them from being discouraged when they heard of his persecution. 


