EPHESIANS 5:22-24   THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF MARRIAGE

1. THE BASIC FOUNDATION—BE SUBJECT TO ONE ANOTHER
    A. THE PROGRESSIVE DEATH OF THE FAMILY

         In our time we have seen a disintegration of the family. There is

         marriage infidelity, homosexuality, abortion, womens liberation,

         sexual revolution. Each one of these have steadily pulled away the

         fabric of one of the greatest institutions. Gays and lesbians are demanding

         their rights to be married and they are wanting to raise up children in

         group marriages. Many think that marriage should be abolished altogether.

         Most people, if they do get married, live with each other for awhile before

         they are married. 

         Societies that don’t protect the family undermine their very existence. When

         the family goes, all values go, for it is the foundation of the society.

    B. THE ROMAN SOCIETY

         The Jews used Deut 24 to distort the provision that God allowed for divorce

         and Jewish men saw women as little more than servants.

         The Greek men had women as concubines and their wives were to bear

         legitimate children. The men found much of their gratification from the

         concubines and the wives found theirs with their slaves. Prostitution ran

         rampant as well as homosexuality, promiscuity, sexual perversion, and

         abuse of children.

         The Romans viewed marriage a s a legal prostitution with divorces that were

         done easily and often. feminism was common and many of the women were

         wrestlers and sword fighters  and chased wild hogs with their chests laid bare.

         Paul challenged the Ephesian believers to live in a total contrast from that 

         life-style of corrupt immoral standards that did not honor God’s way of family

         life.

    C. THE COMMON VIEW OF MARRIAGE

         Physical—The common view is a purely physical one. It is based on physical
         attraction and gratification. They are governed by instincts and impulses. It

         is on the animal level.

         Human arrangement—This goes up a level as man has evolved he realized
         certain arrangements had to be made. Civilization said that monogamy was

         good. It was a matter of social development. Man discovered this and its

         entirely on the human level. But the whole approach to this is that trouble

         is expected. Husbands would tyrannize and make slaves of the women.This
         is why there have always been feminist movements.

    C. BE SUBJECT---THE BIBLICAL VIEW

         The Christian view is governed entirely by the Bible. Christians ask what does 

         the Bible say.

         They know that marriage is not a human contivance.. it was instituted by God.

         (Hupotasso)—military term, to arrange or rank under
         Eph 5:21, 1 Cor 6:16, 1 Pet 2 :13-15, Rom 13:1-7

         The whole of the Christian’s life—Christianity touches the whole of life.
         A Christian sees things, everything in the light of God’s truth.

         Unique view of marriage

         Marriage only understood by Christians—If one is not clear about Jesus Christ,
         and the church and the relationship to Him, then he cant understand marriage.

         Only if one knows that can understand marriage. When one becomes  a Christian

         and he finds out what it really is, they see how beautiful and glorious this is. It

         is so exalted. When each submit to Christ, then they can submit to each other,

         then to all Christians. They then can rejoice and praise God for this good thing.
    D. THE SUPREME EXAMPLE OF SUBMISSION

         Luke 2:49, John 5:30, 15:10, 20:21, 1 Cor 11:3

    E. IN THE FEAR OF CHRIST

2. THE MANNER OF SUBMISSION                      5:22

    AS UNTO THE LORD

    The submission of every wife and of every Christian to the Lord is an absolute.

     The wife does not submit only for the husband, but primarily for the Lord. The

     Ultimate motive is unto Christ. Everything we do should be for Christ’s sake.

     There is no more compelling motive than this. The Christian wife who is concerned

     about pleasing the Lord, this section does not cause any difficulty at all. It will be

     her greatest delight to do what Paul says.

     Once one becomes a Christian, he shows that he is different in every respect. If we are

     Submitted to Christ and His honor, nothing will cause us to stumble
    1 Pet 3:3-4
3. THE MATTER OF SUBMISSION                      5:22
    THE ORDER OF CREATION
    God laid this down in Genesis.
    This is a very good reason why she should submit. It was God’s decree , will.

     Man was created first, not the woman. She is referred to as a weaker vessel and

     men are physically stronger. God made man to be the head. And He made woman

     to be a complement of man.. She was to make up deficiency of the man. The man

     is responsible for himself, his wife, for his family in all ultimate matters. The wife

     is to aid him, support him, help him. 

         Genesis 2           Help, complement    This was the way it was before the Fall.
         Genesis 3:16, 1 Tim 2:11-15—The Fall   Eve was deceived and fell first. When
     this happened the subordination to man has been increased. Woman didn’t realize

     her place. She should have consulted Adam. She usurped the authority, power, and

     position. Paul uses this about women preaching and teaching men and taking authority

     in 1 Tim 2 

    There has to be a leader, a head. Troops have to have a leader. It would be chaos for

     an army if each one had the right to decide. Or imagine a committee to consider a

     subject. They appoint a chairman to have authority.

Feminisam has led to aggressiveness on the part of the wife. She is setting herself up as an equal and undermining the husband. Martin Lloyd Jones wrote about this decades ago when he was from the U.K. We are seeing this in the USA. It’s a matriarchal society. The woman is the cultured person and the children look to her. The result of course is the growth of crime and all terrible social problems with which they are grappling with in that country. They influence every other country their films and in various other ways this attitude is being spread throughout the entir e world. A matriarchal society with the woman as a head and center of the home is a denial of biblical teaching and indeed is a repetition of the old sin of Eve.

When the church operates away from God’s system of authority there is usually heresy.—Mary baker Eddy/Christuan Scirnce   Blavatsky/Theosophy    Mrs Charles Fillmore/Unity   Aimee Semple Mc Pherson/ Foursquare pentacostalism

4. THE MOTIVE OF SUBMISSION                       5:23

    Until God is the authority and man and wife submit themselves to Him there is no hope.
    THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE CHURCH TO CHRIST

    This is the mystical union between Christ and His church.

    This is the true nature of marriage. It is the vital union the intimate relationship.

     1 Cor 11:3, Col 1:18, Eph 1:22-23

    The organic union      Eph 4:16

    Savior of the body-----1 Tim 4:10   What it means here is a preserver, not a universalist He is a savior to all men especially for those who believe. He sends rain upon the just and the unjust
He nourishes nad cherishes the body      The wife is kept, preserved, guarded, shoelded, provided for by her husband

    Relationship of body to the Head
     There is a completeness, a wholeness as she is a complement
The body should not act in independence of the head, It will be spastic, convulsions It is a coordinated action

Christ is the model for husbamnfds to be provider protector, love and lead and head and this for fulfillment of man and woman as God has ordained

