MARK 1:1-8       BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL

We embark upon a new study today. It is the Gospel of Mark that
we will be looking at during the next year. It should be very rewarding

for all of us as we peer into the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord

Jesus. This is certainly good news and the purpose of all the Bible is

to tell us the good news of Christ, the Savior who has come to this sin

infested world to take away sin and bring us into a relationship with Him.
So, this book is not just a biography of Jesus, but a living book that changes

lives and shows why Christ is more than a great teacher or prophet. It
proves that He is the Son of God and we are accountable to Him.
INTRODUCTION

GOSPELS
The Gospels are like different newspapers telling what the journalist saw 
from his perspective. They all have the same purpose as they tell what they 
saw, heard, and felt. Each one of the Gospel writers emphasizes certain things 
that are unique to their particular perspective. They are completely accurate in 
everything they wrote as they gathered up information meticulously, and then 
compiled these historical facts as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. So while 
they used their own personalities, God inspired them to write what they did.

There has been an erosion of the conviction of the truth and power of the Gospel.

People try to eliminate the very word of God by downgrading the legitimacy of the Bible. The truths of scripture are rather remarkable. There are certain key figures from history that are named in the Gospels such as Pontius Pilate, the Herods, Annas, and others.  This helps confirm the Bible as those historical people are not just made up, but were real people. Archaeology with all it’s digs, has confirmed the Bible over and over. The Gospels were written within the first century and in fact, Mark was written within 30 years of Christ’s death. So if someone wanted to question the Bible, they could have shut this Christianity down very quickly. But there were no people coming forth to challenge. That is because they knew very well that Jesus was true and the message about Him was true also. There is no record like this anywhere at anytime.
Mark wrote the shortest Gospel and leaves out much that   Matthew, Luke, and John wrote. Mark devotes much time and space to the Passion, the closing weeks of the life of Christ. Matthew, Mark, Luke are the synoptic Gospels, meaning they report on much of the same things. But Mark is very abbreviated on many of the incidents that the others mention. Jesus’ discourses are edited or passed over and His teaching is very minimal in comparison to the other Gospels.
ACTION

Mark reports as Jesus is always doing, moving, helping, 

making things happen. This book really moves and it does 

with immediacy. It certainly is a book of action. Mark writes with 

a concise, action packed summary. He pictures Jesus as powerful

giving sight to the blind, raising the dead, calming stormy seas, and restoring deformed bodies. In this Gospel Jesus is presented not as the king  but a servant. He came not to be served, but to serve ,giving His life as a ransom. So it is fast paced and non stop action.

AUTHOR

There are no doubts that John Mark is the author, even though the book never mentions the author. But church leaders and scholars since the second century have confirmed that Mark is the writer.
Many early church fathers as Justyn Martyr, Tertullian, Clement, Origen, and Eusebius are unanimous in agreeing that Mark is the writer. Mark was a cousin of Barnabas and a close friend of Peter.

Mark is mentioned several times throughout the NT so he is not an unknown but he represents many Christians who are just ordinary people. He was not an apostle, or prophet, or even a well known author. He just compiled the facts as he relied upon Peter and other eyewitnesses of Christ.

Mark 14:51-52, Acts 12:12, 1 Peter 5:13, Colossians 4:10,

Acts 13:13, 2 Tim 4:11

DATE

This is one of the earliest books of the NT and possibly the earliest Gospel or the second one.It could have been written before 60 A.D. which is just a generation within the time of Jesus life.

AUDIENCE

The targeted audience of Mark is the Roman and Gentiles. Whenever there are Judaisms that would be difficult to understand for non Jews, he uses different terminology for the Gentile so he can understand. Rome was probably the place that this was written from because Paul and Peter mention that Mark was there.
It was a strategic beachhead for the spread of the gospel.

PURPOSE

Mark presented a clear picture of Christ to Roman believers who were experiencing increased persecution. He gave them a close personal look at Jesus, the Lord and Savior. The purpose is to present the person and work of Christ and the good news He brings to a lost world.

1. THE PROMISE OF A MESSENGER                 1:1-3
    A. THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL

         The real title of the book---  The Gospel Of Jesus Christ

         The deity of Christ is presented right in the first verse. 

         The Son of God to the Jew meant He was equal with God. he is God.
Mark introduces his account as the gospel. He wanted to convey the crucial message, the life-changing Good News about Jesus Christ. Mark gave euangeliou a spectacular meaning because the news of Christ is the best news of all because it offers salvation and eternal life. Mark called this the beginning of the Gospel because he would tell the full story of Jesus’ forerunner to the ascension of Jesus. It is the beginning and it continues on as Luke records more of the workings of the Gospel in the book of Acts.  But what did the word euangelion mean to those who would read or hear this book read? Is it a word that is so inimitably Christian that we invented it? Is the word “gospel” our word? Is euangelion distinctively a New Testament word? Well the answer to that question is no. It's a very old word and it was a very familiar word both to Jews and to Gentiles long in usage and rather specific in its meaning. Yes, the word euangelion means good news, joyous message, glad tidings. But it had a more technical usage both in the minds of the Jews and the Gentiles as well. And remember now, Mark is writing from Rome to Roman Christians and Roman non-Christians, primarily then a Gentile audience. It's important then to consider how they would understand this word since he doesn't define it for them. There were certainly Jews among the non-Christians who would read and have read and continue to read this book. So what does gospel mean to them? How does it connect to them? Well, it is used in the Greek version of the Old Testament called the Septuagint, There is the word in the Septuagint euangelion, good news. ”Isa 40:9  It is announcing the good news of the arrival of God. That is its usage. It refers to the ascent of God to rule, the Lord God will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him. When you're talking about good news, you're talking about, this is the best news possible. Remember now, these are people who are captive.    Verse 7, Isaiah 52, “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news. Again this is the same good news who announces peace, who brings news of happiness, who announces salvation. And what is going to bring happiness and peace and salvation? Say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.    ”So while the word euangelion might have some broad meanings, its technical meaning was to describe the very best news possible which was the ascent of a new king, the ascent of a sovereign to His throne over His people to produce salvation and peace and happiness. That is the way the Jews would view it and that is the way it is used there by Isaiah.     This is an inscription from the Roman world, the date is 9 B.C.   This is an inscription, “The providence which has ordered the whole of our life....translated in to English, obviously....showing concern and zeal has ordained the most perfect consummation for human life by giving it to Augustus, by filling him with virtue for doing the work of a benefactor among men and by sending in him, as it were, a Savior for us and those who come after us to make war to cease, to create order everywhere, the birthday of the God Augustus is the beginning for the world of the euangelion, of the gospel that has come to men through him.” How interesting. They used the word euangelion on that occasion in that inscription to describe the arrival of Caesar Augustus. Caesar Augustus is by the providence, it says, the one who will bring to us the work of a benefactor, the work of a Savior, make war cease, create order everywhere. It is the arrival of a god. The good news then is that Augustus Caesar has arrived. That actual inscription was dedicated to him, apparently, on his birthday. And then it is a technical term again to refer to the ascendency of the triumph of an emperor.
So the Jews and the pagans would both see that word as signifying the arrival of a new monarch and that would signify the arrival of a new era, and the new era would be an era of order and peace and salvation and blessing. So Mark chooses a word that spreads itself across Jew and Gentile and indeed he is about to write the history of a new king...a new king. The good news is about to be told. At least this is the beginning of the good news. So Mark begins his historical account of the life of Jesus with language that would make his Roman readers know that the new and the most glorious King has come and He sets Himself against all other Kings, including Caesar. He is the theme of this history. And this is only the beginning of his story. And what is His name? Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
 B. FULFILLED SCRIPTURE
There was a promise hundreds of years before this about an announcer and one who would prepare the way of the Lord. For God to come to earth without any announcement would have been very surprising. Luke presented an angelic announcement as the angels announced glad tidings to the shepherds. Mark did not begin with the birth but instead started with the messenger some 30  years after the birth of Jesus. God uses human words as he speaks through certain men of God. The Word of God is how he speaks to us. There is no other book like that of the Bible. It even seems to know us and even convicts us.

Mark, consistent with the Gentile approach to how kings were announced, goes to the Old Testament for the only time in the beginning of his gospel, not to find a prophecy about Jesus, but to find a prophecy about His herald, to give authenticity to His herald. With all the Old Testament texts that connect to Jesus Christ, Mark uses prophecy not about the new King at all, but about His forerunner, the one who is to proclaim His arrival. This would be in the kind of official structure of what people in the Gentile world would be used to.

         My Messenger  -- Right at the beginning He uses Isaiah to 

          present this announcement     Isaiah 40:3,      Malachi 3:1

         God had spoken through the prophets and Mark shows us 

that this is the fulfillment. In those dark days, came the Word of God. Some people that knew John when he was a kid might have been asking “Whatever happened to that boy whose father was a priest and was struck dumb?  Uh well he was in the desert somewhere and then he appeared. He was saying the Messiah is on His way.
         Prepare the way---This would be Jesus’ entrance into public ministry.
                      John was to make the way ready for the Lord when He appeared on the scene.

         Voice Crying---to cry out with great feeling    full of emotion
                     John was God’s mouthpiece for the important message God sent to His people.

         Make ready---This is a picture of a road where servants would clear the road to make them passable for the journey of the king. The people in Israel needed to prepare their minds—clear away the spiritual debris.
         Paths---the way to people’s hearts.  They were to renounce sin and their selfish way of living. They were to seek forgiveness
2. THE ARRIVAL OF THE MESSENGER             1:4-6

    A. A STRANGE MAN
         Birth, clothing, diet                2 Kings 1:8

         everyhting about him seemed to be a little strange. From his clothes,

         to his food, to his birth, he was not an ordinary man. He dressed like 

the Old Test prophets. He definitely had not been at 5th Avenue

         get away from distractions, to capture attention of the people, a 

         sharp break from hypocrisy   He distinguished himself form the
         religious leaders.

    B. A STRANGE PLACE

         The Wilderness---Lonely, desolate, hot, barren    
It is a limestone desert, warped, twisted, shimmering in the haze of the heat, the rock is hot and blistrering and sounds hloolow to the feet as if thelre was a furnace underneath, it moves out to the Dead Sea and descends dreadfully to the shore. It moves out to the Dead Sea and descends down to the shore.  John was no city dweller. He was a desert man who gave himself a chance to hear the voice of God.
Why go there? Why not go into the Temple because there would be a lot of people there. Nobody would want to go the Jordan River Valley
But people went to a hot desolate forbidden place. The word got around as he called for repentance and forgiveness. H came, he burst on the scene as though appearing on history’s stage. The people were excited as they heard this great prophet. Maybe many were thinking that the Messiah had come.He called the

religious people a brood of vipers. People heard about this and went to see. He was telling them to turn their backs from selves and sin.  John was telling the people symbolically that they were in a spiritual wilderness far worse than the physical wilderness that the Israelites endured for 40 years.
        fulfill OT prophecy

    C. A STRANGE BAPTISM

         John was demanding that Jews were to be baptized as a sign of 

repentance and preparing the way. It was an outside sign of an inward change.  This was quite out of the ordinary. John was telling everybody that Jews be baptized as a sign of repentance and in preparation for the Messiah.   The Jew knew baptism; but the amazing thing about John’s baptism was that he, a Jew, was asking Jews to submit to that which only a Gentile was supposed to need.   They were to have clean lives.
         Repentance                   Acts 11:18
         Confession------This is saying God I agree with you I have sinned.
         Forgiveness of sin

3. THE MESSAGE OF THE MESSENGER             1:7-8

    A. PREACHING             Herald, proclaim

         John’s message was preparation was so that the people would be ready to meet and trust the Messiah. The message to the people was effective because he told them what in their heart of hearts they knew and brought them what in the depths of their souls they were waiting for. These truths had never been so plainly proclaimed before by mortal man. More important truths than these are no to nbe found in the whole system of Christianity today. he set before them the Lord Jesus fully before his people and to show them his fullness and his power to save. Then he was to set before them the Holy Spirit and the need of being born again and inwardly baptized by His grace.   John was heralding the most
Important person ever.

    B. REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS     1 Thess 1:9

         There needed to be a purification. The world at that time needed to be purified. It was a dark time. Seneca called Rome a cesspool of iniquity. Juvenal spoke of her as the filthy sewer into which flowed the abominable dregs of every Syrian stream.

    C. HUMILITY                   John 3:30
         John did not the center stage but he did want to connect them with the one who was greater and stronger than him and men listened to him because he did not point to himself. He wanted to become less and God be bigger.
    D. AUTHORITY 
         It was by the very power of the Spirit of God as He spoke God’s Word

         Which is the very authority. With the confidence he had, the authority

         Was there.

    E. CLARITY

         Everyone knew exactly what he was talking about. It was very clear.

    F. BAPTISM OF HOLY SPIRIT  Isa 44:3,Jere 31:31-34,
        Ezek 36:26-27,  Joel 2:28-29       All this is an inward change of attitude
         This leads to a changed life.
