EPHESIANS 5:18              BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

1. BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE

    A. DRUNKENNESS

         1. THE SCRIPTURAL DESIRE TO BE HAPPY

              Prov 3:4, 17:22, Phil 3:1, 4:4

         2. DRINKING BRINGS ARTIFICIAL HAPPINESS

         3. THE CONDEMNATION OF DRUNKENNESS

             Noah, Lot, Belshazzar, Corinthians

             Proverbs 20:1, 23:19-21,27-28, 32-33, 35

             Isa 5:11, 28:7-8, 1 Pet 4:3, 1 Thess 5:6-8, Rom 13:13, 1 Cor 5:11

             Gal 6:9-10

         4. PAUL’S RELIGIOUS CONCERN

             1 Cor 10:16,20-21. 11:20-21

    B. THE RIGHT BIBLICAL USE OF WINE

         1. OLD TESTAMENT

             Ex 29:40, Numbers 15:5, 28:7, Ps 104:15, Prov 31:6

         2. NEW TESTAMENT

              1 Tim 5:23, John 2:6-10

    C. WHAT IS TODAY’S CHRISTIAN TO DO?

          1. IS WINE THE SAME AS IT WAS IN BIBLICAL TIMES?

              Shekar—Prov 20:1—strong drink---high alcohol content and

              Rapid intoxication

              Gleukos-Acts 2:13----new wine, especially sweet   Freshly

                    Squeezed juice would ferment rapidly and could cause

                    intoxication. It would usually require a mixture with water.

              Yayin, bubbling up or boil over—reduced to a heavy syrup or jelly for storage without spoiling. Boiling removes most of the alcohol and kills all the bacteria and the concentrated state of the juice does not fermentPs 75:8, Prov 23:30 / Oinos—Matt 9:17  Oinos is most often referred to. It is highly mixed with water. The drinks made with this jelly was unintoxicating. The Mishnah reads the Jews regularly used boiled wine. When heated it would become a grape juice.

Aristotle referred to it as well as Pliny and in the book Odyssey it is found as wine that was diluted as much as 20 to 1   Plutarch said it was pleasant to drin and did not cause drunkenness. The early church used wine made from a syrup. Naturally fermented wine would be 9-11 percent alcohol When mixed with half and half it would have less than 5% The strongest wine was mixed 3 to 1 and was 2.75% To get drunk, one would have to consume a lot.

Conclusion: The wine of biblical times was not the same as in our day.

          2. IS IT NECESSARY?

              In the Biblical times, good drinking water was hard to find.. The

              safest drink was wine because of the antiseptic effect of the alcohol.

              It actually purified the water.

              It is hard to believe that the water that Jesus turned into wine was

              fermented so the people could get drunk. The first thing He did was
              to tell the servants to fill the jars with water showing us that the wine

              He created was mixed. The guests said that the quality of the wine

              was high. They called it oinos which was a mild drink they were

              used to. They would add water to the boiled syrup.

              Though circumstances required that the wine have alcohol, most of the

              time they would prefer the nonalcoholic wine.

              With this in mind as we compare today’s wine with the biblical time,

              the need for wine now is not an issue like it was then. We have

              every opportunity to get all sorts of purified waters, bottled waters

              fruit juices, soft beverages, etc.

              Today, one chooses whether they drink wine or not. They don’t have to.

              Most people will respect your abstinence. Some people think they will

              offend others if they don’t drink with them.But that is not usually the

              case.  

          3. IS IT THE BEST CHOICE

              High Priests were of a higher order and they were not to drink wine.

              Lev 10:9    There was to be a higher commitment to God.

              Kings had the same high standard.—Prov 31:4-5

              People who took a Nazirite vow was not to drink wine. Num 6:2-4

              Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist all had Nazirite vow. Nazarite

              meant consecrated. High standards were for righteous living.

              In Jesus Christ, every Christian is on the level of a high priest, king,

              and a Nazirite.  

              Leaders in the church such as elders must not be addicted to wine.

              Leaders are to be clear minded at all times.

              Timothy didn’t drink wine until Paul told him to for his stomach.

          4. IS IT HABIT FORMING?

              Though all things are lawful for us, we are not to be mastered by

              anything. A Christian is to avoid the potential to sin.

          5. IS IT DESTRUCTIVE?

              Over 40% of all violent deaths are related to alcohol. 50% of all

              traffic fatalities involve drinking drivers. Alcohol causes liver

              problems and other physical disorders. People lose their jobs for

              drinking problems, lose their families, and personal lives are destroyed.

              Dissipation(asotia)-that which is unable to be saved—loose living as 

              in the prodigal son. It is a form of self destruction.
              A Christian should ask himself, do I want to be involved in something

              that destroys lives

          6. WILL IT OFFEND OTHER CHRISTIANS?

          7. WILL IT EFFECT YOUR WITNESS?

              Whatever you do, do to the glory of God.   1 Cor 10:31-33

2. BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

    A. THE COMMAND

          To resist the filling of the Spirit is direct disobedience.

           One will be weak if they are not filled.

         OT fillings—Ex 31:3, 35:31

         NT indwelling of the Holy Spirit—Jn 14:16-17,1 Cor 3:16, 6:19

    B. THE MEANING---(PLEROO)

         1. WHAT IT IS NOT

              Not an esoteric experience

              Not an act of the flesh

              Not being indwelt

              Not the baptism of the Spirit

              Not the sealing

         2. WHAT IT IS

              Pleroo—fulness

               Be being kept filled

              1. Wind filling a sail

                   2 Pet 1:21

              2. Permeation

                  This is like salt in meat flavoring and preserving it.

              3. Total control

                  To be dominated

                  Mt 4:1, Mark 1:12

                  The Christian is like a glove, until it is filled with a hand

                  a glove is powerless

    C. EXAMPLES

         Acts 4:8, 6:4-5, 7:55, 9:17, 11:22-24, 13:9,52

    D. THE MEANS OF BEING FILLED

         It involves confession of sin, giving up everything such as time,

         talent, desires. To die to self.

         Col 3:16—the Word
         Being near to Jesus

         Living in the consciousness of the presence of God

         Walking—Gal 5:16-17

         If we live by the Spirit let us walk by the Spirit

