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HOW CAN WE GATHER 

Like our Facebook page 

 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
channel 

 

Frequently check our website at 
firstbaptistkenai.net 

 

 

So, where does God self-quarantine during this, or any, plague? It seems not in 

church, at least not in our church building. I realize the question is a bit 

irreverent and a bit humorous. It was intended to provoke a very real question 

and that is; “What is church?”. We are, for the most part stuck at home, and 

trying to make sense of this new world. One of the three “G’s” in our motto is 

Gathering the scattered. How do we gather anyone in this time? How do we fulfill 

the mandate in Hebrews to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together? 

How much do we follow state and federal mandates not to gather? When will this 

be over?   

On a deep level our connection to Jesus is our ultimate source of meaning. In this 

source of meaning, this profound claim, is there to help make sense of our 

existence. This includes our present reality marked with this virus. It also can 

point to future circumstances of suffering and tribulation. I realize that we 

should not take this virus lightly. I have already had a dear friend of mine pass 

from it. But we should also be leery of any government mandates on how we 

worship. The history of the Baptist faith is one that is marked prohibitions on 

how we assemble and is full of folks who risked their lives to gather. The Roman 

emperor Diocletian prohibited Christians from gathering, when they were 

caught, they were tortured and eventually killed. Asked why, they simply replied, 

“Without the Lord’s Day, we cannot live.” In England, Baptist churches were not 

allowed to be built inside the village proper, this is why today you will often find 

a historical Baptist church on the outskirts of the village.  

In the end we need to rely on the sovereignty of God, nothing takes Him by 

surprise. While we can have a healthy debate as to whether gathering on social 

media counts, it is making us go back to the basics. For centuries the church was 

forced to meet in secret and in small groups. If the government wishes to keep 

going down this road and they think that it will destroy the church, they are 

wrong. Some books that you might find helpful in this time of home study are: 

Letters to the Church by Francis Chan, and The Insanity of God: A True Story of 

Faith Resurrected by Nik Ripken. Both books address the idea of small church 

gatherings.      -Pastor Al Weeks 

 

GATHER 



“What a glorious thing it is to be a co-worker with God in 
winning the world for Christ.” - Annie Armstrong 

once every year. The easiest way to truly “grow up” in the faith is to 

make Bible reading a priority. 

(Note: You may want to consider listening to the Bible daily as an 

alternative or in addition to reading the Bible.) 

Step 2 – Meet together with other believers regularly.  

The reason we attend church or gather with other believers regularly 

(Hebrews 10:25) is for teaching, fellowship, worship, communion, 

prayer, and to build one another up in the faith (Acts 2:42-47). 

Finding a way to participate in the body of Christ is fundamental to 

spiritual growth.  

Step 3 – Get involved in a ministry group.  

Most churches offer small group meetings and various ministry 

opportunities. Pray and ask God where he would want you to get 

"plugged in." Believers who connect with other Christians and 

discover their purpose are the ones who naturally grow in their walk 

with Christ. Sometimes this takes a little time, but most churches offer 

classes or counseling to help you find the place that’s right for you. 

In this time of quarantine getting involved in ministry groups can be  

challenging. We should make the best use of the tools God has given 

us: social media, the bible app, right now media, to name just a few. 

Now might be a good time to revive “snail mail” and send cards and 

letters to family and friends.  Overall, this challenge is not too great to 

overcome.  

GROW (MARY FAIRCHILD "4 ESSENTIALS 
TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH.") 

Are you a brand-new follower of 

Christ? Have you been living 

with Him for a long time? Are 

you wondering where to get 

started on your journey or where 

the next steps will lead? Here are 

four essential steps to move you 

forward toward spiritual growth. 

Though simple, they are vital to 

building your relationship with 

the Lord. 

Step 1 – Read your Bible 

daily.  

Perhaps the most important 

activity in the Christian life is 

spending time reading the Bible 

daily. The Bible contains 

messages of love and hope from 

God to you. The clearest way God 

will communicate with you is 

through his words in the Bible. 

It's essential to find a Bible 

reading plan that’s right for you. 

A plan will keep you from 

missing anything God has 

written in his Word. Also, if you 

follow the plan, you’ll be on your 

way to reading through the Bible 

STEPS FOR GROWTH 

Step 1 – Read your Bible daily 

Step 2 – Meet together with 

other believers regularly 

Step 3 – Get involved in a 

ministry group 

Step 4 – Pray daily 

ADDITIONAL  STEPS  
FOR GROWTH 

1. Study Your Bible. 
Study is not just 
reading. Most have 
never really studied the 
bible. The first step is to 
find a commentary or 
book from a respected 
author or theologian on 
a topic or  passage you 
enjoy. And then dive 
into the theologian’s 
thoughts and line them 
up with what God’s 
word says. Let the 
thoughts of the 
theologian/
commentary/preacher 
challenge your own 
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preconceived ideas. We 
grow spiritually when 
we exert ourselves. If all 
we ever do is read or 
listen to people we 
agree with we will never 
grow. 

2. Do Daily Devotions. 
Daily devotions is not 
deep bible study. It is 
also not simply reading 
the bible. A daily 
devotional provides a 
reading for every day of 
the year. They have a 
format, purpose, and 
provide a time for daily 
prayer and meditation. 
Billy Graham  said once 
that he read five Psalms 
a day. He used that as a 
platform for his 
devotion. I would 
encourage using a group 
devotional through 
www.bible.com/app. It 
is free and it will allows 
you so stay connected to 
others in your study. 

3. Avoid Temptation. 
Temptation is 
something all Christians 
face. Even Jesus faced 
Satan's temptations in 
the wilderness. No 
matter how long you've 
been following Christ, 
temptations will present 
themselves. At times 
you may feel far away 
from God. The walk of 
faith is often difficult 
and we wander off 
track. Don't beat 
yourself up over your 
failures. Instead, pick 
yourself up and get back 
in the game.  

Annie Armstrong (1850-1938), was born in Baltimore at a time when there 

was little opportunity for women. Yet, her devotion to Christ led her to a 

life of service and leadership. She organized women to pray, to give and to 

meet the needs around them. She challenged pastors and churches to 

action and rallied vital support for missionaries. Ultimately, Annie was 

recognized as a national Southern Baptist trailblazer for her visionary 

leadership that still inspires millions today. 

Annie’s Contributions 

• Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor and addicted 

• Served as the first executive of Woman’s Missionary Union, the largest 

protestant women’s organization in the world 

• Led the formation of missions’ organizations for children  

• Raised support for missionaries to Italian and Jewish immigrants 

• Refused a salary because she would never give to the Lord “that which 

costs me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24) 

• Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build churches in Cuba 

• Gained support for the first black, female missionaries 

• Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie Moon, who had 

served for 11 years without a furlough 

• Advocated for Native Americans and impoverished mountain people 

• Honored in 1934 when The Home Missions Offering was re-named for 

her to encourage more to follow her sacrificial example 

Today, over $1 billion has been given through the Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering®. All gifts—100%—support thousands of missionaries in church 

planting and compassion ministries across the U.S. and Canada.  

-https://www.anniearmstrong.com/about/who-is-annie/ 
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ADDITIONAL STEPS FOR 
GROWTH CONTINUED FROM PG. 2 

 

Step 4 – Pray daily.  

Prayer is simply talking to God. You don’t have to use big fancy words. 

There are no right and wrong words. Just be yourself. Give thanks to the 

Lord daily for your salvation. Pray for others in need. Pray for direction. 

Pray for the Lord to fill you daily with his Holy Spirit. There is no limit to 

prayer. You can pray with your eyes closed or open, while sitting or 

standing, kneeling or lying on your bed, anywhere, anytime. So begin 

today to make prayer a part of your daily routine. 

-Fairchild, Mary. "4 Essentials to Spiritual Growth." Learn Religions, Feb. 11, 2020, learnreligions.com/essentials-

to-spiritual-growth-701258.  

GO (ANNIE ARMSTRONG WAS UNSTOPPABLE 
IN HER PASSION FOR MISSIONS) 
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TITHES & DONATIONS 

While we understand that this is difficult time for many, we want 

you to be aware of the different ways we are able to accept your 

tithes and donations. You can always mail checks to the address 

on the right, or using the addressed envelope we have enclosed, 

we also accept online donations through paypal on our website 

www.firstbaptistkenai.net/donate there you will find many of the 

various ministries you can give to.   

If for any reason you cannot figure out how to work this, please 

call the office during normal business hours and we will walk you 

through it.  


