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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.” I hope that we are all doing well. Below are 
combined notes that I prepared for the October 18 class. As members know, in class I would convert a number of the 
statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. I guess these notes should best be understood as points that I 
would hope to raise in discussion. I would welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my 
teaching days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selection is: Leviticus 19:18; Luke 10:25 - 37.  The key verse is: Luke 10: 36 - 
37: “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
the robbers? He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Go and do likewise.” This is the 
familiar Parable of the Good Samaritan. A lawyer tests Jesus by asking who is one’s neighbor 
in the commandment to love one’s neighbor as oneself. In response, Jesus tells the parable 
of the good Samaritan. A despised Samaritan, not the Jewish priest nor the Levite, was the 
neighbor, the one who showed mercy to the traveler left for dead by robbers. One who does 
likewise, said Jesus, will live.  
 
The lesson writer states that there are two theological themes in the story. In the lawyer’s 
answer, with Jesus’ approval, there is a “summation of the Torah and the basis for Old and 
New Testament ethics, which consists of two commandments: love God with all you have and 
love your neighbor as yourself.” The second theme is the need always to think of the 
admonitions to love God and love one’s neighbor together. In the Scripture Notes section at 
the end of the lesson, the lesson writer demonstrates the centrality of the admonition to love 
one’s neighbor to the Torah and to New Testament ethics:* In Matthew, Jesus says that, “on 
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” In Mark, a scribe who declares 
the two commandments together to be the greatest commandment is told by Jesus that he is 
“not far from the Kingdom of God.” Paul says that all commandments are summed up in “love 
your neighbor as yourself... Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 
of the law.” James calls the two commandments the “royal law.”   
 
The lesson writer states that the more that we love God, the more we realize how deeply we 
are loved by God. Loving God in return requires us to “offer every aspect of our lives to God.” 
We could not make even the smallest progress in doing this, he says, if it were not for God’s 
immeasurable love for us. We do for others out of gratitude for what God has done and is 
doing for us.The lesson writer cautions that “trying to be neighborly can be risky” and that 
judging when or how to intervene to help others can be complicated at all levels of society, 
from personal to international. He advises that we must “trust God’s love as we seek to love 
ourselves and others as God loves us.”  
 
__________________________ 
 
 
   * I recommend always reading this section at the end of each lesson in The Present Word 
and referring to the scripture cited -- these are usually excellent notes for further Bible study. 



Luke in his Gospel demonstrates that Jesus as savior manifests God’s deep and abiding love. 
It is noteworthy I think, that Luke’s is the only Gospel of the Synoptics that refers to Jesus as 
savior. O. Wesley Allen, Jr., in Theological Bible Commentary, argues that salvation is the 
theme of Luke’s narrative. This, I think, is Luke’s saying to Christian Jews, much as Matthew 
addressed them, that the history of God’s salvation of the Jews and its culmination in Jesus 
proves that they are correct in their belief that he is the Messiah. I would hypothesize that 
Luke found in Jesus’ life and teachings such deep validation of the emphasis on community, 
love, and assisting the marginalized (exemplified by the widow and orphan) that he, in turn, 
made this the emphasis of his own narrative. Indeed, he describes a Kingdom of God defined 
by radical reversal of the social and economic order of the domination systems of the time. He 
portends this theme in Mary’s Magnificat in which she, having been told that her son would be 
the Son of the Most High, sings of God’s great acts of “(bringing) down the powerful from their 
thrones and (lifting) up the lowly.” Luke sets Jesus’ birth in the history of the world when an 
arbitrary imperial ruler makes life difficult for a nation and for Joseph and his pregnant wife.  
This is not philosophy, I believe Luke would assert. It is history, the story of God’s salvation of 
the Jews. This, I believe, implies the continuity of past, present, and future actions of God in 
the life of Jesus and in the Acts of the Apostles in later establishing the church. God acts in 
history, says Luke, through his Spirit -- in the Creation, in Jesus’ conception, in Jesus’ 
baptism, in many events in Jesus’ life and teaching. Jesus begins his ministry, in Luke’s 
telling, by reading to those gathered in the Galilee synagogue from Isaiah 61, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me because he has appointed me to bring good news to the poor. ... Today 
you have seen this scripture fulfilled in your hearing.”  
 
I agree with the lesson writer that knowing how to love others requires us to be, as Marcus 
Borg says, “God-centered.” Focusing on God, maintaining a relationship with God through 
prayer, study, reflection reveals the depth of God’s love for us and mankind, revealing in turn 
how to love others. I also appreciate the lesson writer’s being a realist, cautioning that 
knowing when and how to intervene to help others can be complicated, and intervention can 
even be risky. But, we must try -- through the process of discernment. 
 
Rather than trying to help the man in need, the priest and the Levite retreated into the very 
status concerns that Luke says Jesus overturned. Both feared that, if they touched a corpse, 
according to the Law, they would be forbidden to attend to their religious duties pending a 
period of cleansing. Their status concerns as keepers of the Law kept them from adhering to 
the Prophets‘ messages that, yes, God wants the Law adhered to but in the hearts of the 
people, in the living of the Law.  Jesus, a faithful Jew, insisted that he came not to abolish the 
Law but to fulfill it. Luke appears to be saying, “Pay attention, Jews! This man is the Messiah, 
the Savior who shows the way to the salvation that God has long promised, to life with God by 
living in community as the Law requires.” We, too, must know God’s love and, through that 
knowledge, extend God’s love to all people. We are required to show love for others 
inasmuch as we are able.  
 
The lesson writer’s prayer for this lesson is: “O God, through Jesus you have called us to love 
you with all our being and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Help us understand what this 
may mean, and enable us to act. Amen.”   


