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Lesson prayer by Rev. Rich: “Gracious God, the journey to Jerusalem has been long. Each step along the way 
has brought us to the cross. As we complete this season, make the cross present once again. Empower us to 
be there with Jesus. Convince us that the cross is enough. May this knowledge cause us to tremble as we wait 
for Jesus to meet us there. We pray in the name of our crucified and risen Lord, Jesus the Christ. Amen.” 

The scripture selection is Mark 15: 16 - 47. Jesus is turned over to the soldiers. After he is 
scourged and humiliated, he is led out to Golgotha. Simon of Cyrene is ordered to carry the 
horizontal bar of Jesus’ cross up the hill, where Jesus is crucified. On the cross Jesus is 
derided by a crowd that includes the chief priests and scribes. Darkness comes over the 
land from noon until three o’clock at which time Jesus calls out “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” The crowd thinks that he might be calling to Elijah to save him. At that 
moment Jesus dies, the curtain of the Temple that shut off the Holy of Holies from all but the 
High Priest is torn from top to bottom. The centurion in charge of the execution declares, 
“Truly, this man was God’s son.” Of Jesus’ followers, only a few women are present. As 
evening approaches, Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin, obtains permission 
from Pilate to take Jesus’ body down from the cross. He drapes it in a linen cloth and places 
it in a newly prepared cave behind a large stone. Mary Magdalene and another follower of 
Jesus also named Mary see where the body is laid. 


Rev. Rich surveys the events of Easter Week, ending at the cross, and asks “were we there?” 
Were we the soldiers, the crowd, the religious leaders, perhaps the women followers who 
watched from a distance? Or, were we the disciples, absent and presumably in hiding? Of 
the crucifixion, Rich asks, “Is it enough?” He does not ever say just what the question is 
asking — enough for what, in what way? Perhaps, with a closer look at Mark’s account and 
at Paul’s theology and christology, we might ferret out the meaning of the question and its 
answer. 


Rev. Rich argues that although Mark provides powerful, if brief, description of the terrible 
abuse that Jesus endured, he ends his account with only the statement, “They crucified 
him.” Rich implies that the message of the cross, the heart of Mark’s Gospel, is so powerful 
and clear that he does not need to explain it. The Gospel writers and the early church 
searched for the meaning of Jesus’ death on the cross — an ignominious, painful death, 
reserved by the Romans for rebels, those who threatened stability, the Pax Romana. Did 
Jesus’ life and ministry have to end that way? What meaning and instruction for the early 
church was to be discerned from the crucifixion? From my reading of Rich’s Lenten study 
and the account of Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan in The Last Week: What the Gospels 
Really Teach About Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem, I would argue that, it did have to end 
that way: it was inevitable. As Borg and Crossan state in The Last Week, Jesus confronted 
and rejected the domination system, and the system killed him — “that is what domination 
systems do.” In the way that Jesus’ life ended, perhaps we can see that indeed the 
crucifixion is enough— for Mark, for Paul, for the church, for us.  


In the March 14 Adult Class Notes, I summarized the five ways identified by Marcus Borg in 
The Heart of Christianity, that the early church explained the crucifixion of Jesus and noted 



the Gospel writers and church leaders that appear to me to have enunciated each idea or to 
have emphasized it in their writing, to wit: 


1. Rejection and killing of Jesus by the authorities; God’s vindicating him as the Son of God who initiates 
the Kingdom of God. (Mark).  

2. Defeat of worldly authorities and of “principalities and powers” (Paul). 

3. Revelation of the Way to God through dying with Jesus on the Cross and being reborn into the life of 
the Spirit (Paul). 

4. Revelation of the depth of God’s love for mankind (John). 

5. Redemption of man through Jesus’ dying as a sacrifice necessary for God’s forgiveness of man’s sins. 
(Paul, James, made doctrine by St. Anselm in 1097 AD). 

Borg says that all of these are valid — they all occur in the Scriptures, often together. Mark 
emphasizes the first idea and includes elements of ideas two through four in his account of 
the crucifixion.


Borg and Crossan summarize Mark’s Gospel as follows: Jesus experienced God. Jesus 
knew that he had a mission and was passionate about it. He knew that the mission would 
lead to his death. He knew that he would be resurrected after three days. He knew that his 
resurrection would vindicate him as the Way to the salvation promised by God. Thus, in Mark 
we find fairly explicit expression of explanations 1 - 4. Rev. Rich’s essays make much the 
same argument. Certainly, he argues that Jesus intentionally confronted the authorities. The 
new kingdom cannot coexist with the kingdoms of the world: it will replace them — perhaps 
not in an Armageddon as described by John in Revelation, but rather by the never-ceasing 
work of the church. Rich also states forcefully that in Mark’s account of the crucifixion, God 
was present. The darkness from noon until three o’clock reminds the Jews of God’s similar 
actions of judgment and help in their history. The ripping of the huge, heavy curtain that 
closed off the Holy of Holies to all but the High Priest says to them that God is now 
accessible to all. God was present and judging. From his analysis of Mark’s account of 
Jesus’ final week Rich summarizes the meaning of the crucifixion: “In Christ’s willing 
obedience, sin and evil are defeated, victory is accomplished. Life conquers death. A new 
world has begun.”


Rev. Rich argues that Paul, too, believed that the crucifixion was the foundation of 
Christianity, citing Paul’s writing to the Church at Corinth, 15-20 years prior to Mark’s Gospel 
“ but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.” 
He continues, “For I decided too know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.” The crucifixion according to Paul demonstrated the love of God, was the moment 
of justification and God’s act of judgment on sin and evil, and symbolized the transformed 
life that is required for true salvation. 


Yes, it is enough, proclaims Rev. Rich. Of` course, there is more. There is the Resurrection 
and the appearances of Jesus to the disciples in Galilee, to other followers at Pentecost, and 
finally, a year or two later, to Paul. The disciples finally realize the meaning of the crucifixion 
and know that the resurrected Jesus will be with them, and us, always.


