
Adult Class Notes 

April 25, 2021


PROGRAM NOTE: The Lesson for April 25 is Lesson 11 in Present Word: “Jeremiah: The 
Suffering Preacher of Doom,” pp. 61-66. We will skip around a bit and perhaps combine 
some of the lessons in order to finish the book on May 30 and begin the Summer Quarter of 
Present  Word on June 6.  


Lesson prayer: God of the ages, may we be moved by the prophecies of Isaiah and 
called back into union with you. Amen.” 

Verse to Remember: “ Those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and those who 
grumble will accept instruction.” 

The scripture selection is Isaiah 29: 13-24. Chapter 29 is known as the “Siege of Jerusalem” 
chapter.  Isaiah is explaining why Judah will be punished by God. The leaders and people fail 
to have faith in the divine purpose, believing that they can save themselves. The people 
claim to know the mind of God. Employing a metaphor about a potter and his clay, Isaiah 
admonishes that the Judahites are making God in their image instead of the other way 
around and are predicting God’s will and actions based on their own thoughts and 
preferences. They believe that God owes them protection from their enemies because they 
are the Covenant People who keep the rituals and ceremonies prescribed by the Law. Isaiah 
admonishes that God requires living the Law, doing justice and loving mercy; instead there is 
only ritualistic service paid to this requirement — there is little justice in the land. Isaiah then 
offers hope. Destroyed lands will again be fruitful. The ignorant will understand, the blind will 
see, the meek shall have joy, the neediest shall have plenty, tyrants will lose their power, the 
unjust will no longer practice their evil. The nation of Abraham and Jacob will again praise 
the Lord. 


We all know and love Isaiah if for no other reason than much of Handel’s Messiah — the 
beautiful and hopeful promises of a Messiah — is from verses in Isaiah. Isaiah is actually 
three persons whose preaching covered some 200 years. 


First Isaiah: The man that scholars often refer to as First Isaiah or Proto-Isaiah, the writer of 	 	  
chapters 1 - 39, was the son of Amoz, a member of the priestly class. First Isaiah was a 
resident of Jerusalem and had easy access to the Temple hierarchy and to the King’s court. 
This access influenced his criticism of the Temple hierarchy and gave him opportunity freely 
to give his opinion of the kings’ actions in world politics. He was educated, keenly observant 
of world politics, and erudite; in most of the 66 chapters of the  Book of Isaiah, the words of 
God — threatening or comforting — are written in beautiful poetry. Robert Alter in The 
Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary, states that this excellent poetry may have 
endeared these writings to the ancient Jews as much as the content of Isaiah’s message. 
Proto-Isaiah named his children “the spoil speeds, the prey hastens” and  “a remnant shall 
survive,” indicating his belief that the destruction of Judah was imminent but that a remnant 
of the righteous would survive. His  wife was a prophetess, perhaps making the naming less 
problematic. 




Second Isaiah: (Chapters 40-55) The identity of the person or person who wrote “Second 
Isaiah,” (Chapters 40-65), is not known; however, the writing is in much the same poetic 
style. Second Isaiah was written during the Exile. It tells of the people’s despondency at their 
loss of their homeland and Temple, their doubts about God’s continuing presence and love. 
It is the Isaiah of comfort and hope. 


Third Isaiah: (Chapters 56-66) Third Isaiah was written at the end of the Exile, as the 
Judahites are returning and encountering the terrible conditions of the destroyed city and 
Temple; the Prophet speaks, again in beautiful poetry, of God’s promise of happiness to the 
Jews and to all other nations which will turn to Judah to learn how to follow the Torah.


The longest of the Prophetic books, Isaiah can be quite confusing, having little organization 
by chronology or topicality. Especially confusing in the context of this week’s scripture 
selection is Isaiah’s advice to various kings concerning alliances to fend off threats of 
invasion. The Prophet criticizes King Hezekiah for considering a protective alliance, arguing 
that Judah is doomed to destruction for its sins. Another time, he argues that the nation 
should not seek alliances for protection but must rely entirely on God. A short time later, the 
Prophet advises the king to stand firm against the Assyrians.


Michael Grant in The History of Ancient Israel, offers help in understanding Isaiah’s view of 
God’s purpose in the imminent destruction of Judah. Grant argues (in reference to Proto-
Isaiah, apparently)  that “Isaiah, above all others, is the prophet of faith and confidence in 
the divine purpose.” Grant continues that Isaiah “looks far beyond the flaws and fated little 
nations of the present to the time when an elect residue, that pure Remnant of Yahweh’s 
people so dear to Hebrew thought, would survive all current disasters and win through to the 
epoch of happiness.” Rev. Mary Lindberg  says that First Isaiah “demonstrates the folly of 
separating the practice of religion from a trusting faith in Yahweh’s presence and provision.” 
In this week’s Scripture selection, Isaiah is speaking of trust in God’s divine purpose. The 
nation is threatened bv enemies on all sides. The people turn to God for salvation from their 
enemies. Isaiah says that they will get salvation, but not quite as they were hoping. The 
metaphor of the potter and the clay conveys that the people are “putting God in a box” (a 
helpful phrase that I first encountered in college); they are not looking for God’s purpose in 
their current predicament; rather, they are making God into a servant of their own purpose or 
hope. They presume that they know the mind of God, specifically that he will always protect 
them, the People of the Covenant, as long as they keep the rituals and mark the ceremonies 
of the Law. Isaiah says that God’s purpose is for man to live in a community of justice, that 
the nation must trust that God will fulfill this promise of salvation. A remnant of the nation, 
those who know or will learn God’s purpose and trust in him will survive — through them he 
will fulfill his promise of salvation. This theme underlies the poetry of hope and restoration in 
Second and Third Isaiah



