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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all 
doing well. Below are notes that I prepared for the July 5 class. As members know, in class I would 
convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. I guess these notes 
should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion. I would welcome any 
response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, 
comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selection is Matthew 11: 7-19. The background scripture is Matthew 11: 1-19. The Main 
Idea is: “In Matthew, Jesus says his behavior and John’s, while unusual in their day, will eventually be 
proven wise by their subsequent deeds.” The key verse is 11:19:  “...the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners.’ Yet 
Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  
 
In this week’s scripture selection, the imprisoned John the Baptist sends two of his disciples to ask 
Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” This seems a strange question 
for John’s emissaries to ask of Jesus. John knew Jesus, his cousin. John baptized Jesus and declared 
that Jesus, one greater than he, would “baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.” John saw the Holy Spirit 
descend onto Jesus. Nonetheless, even John does not fully understand who Jesus is. A prophet who 
preached repentance, John apparently expected Jesus to be a Messiah who would usher in the Kingdom 
of God, punishing those who had not repented.  
 
The failure to understand Jesus as the Messiah is a major theme of all of the Gospels. The prevailing 
expectation was that the Messiah would be a popular leader who would inaugurate the Kingdom of 
God by first removing the yoke of the oppressor.  Isaiah’s foretelling of the Suffering Servant who 
would raise the poor, heal the afflicted, and accept the rejected had been interpreted as describing the 
Jewish nation in its role as a beacon that, by its example, was to draw other nations to God.  The 
Messiah continued to be envisioned the man on a white horse who would save an oppressed nation.     
 
Consistent with the intent of  Matthew’s Gospel to assure the Jewish followers of Jesus that their 
beliefs were in the right as shown by the many ways in which Jesus was foretold as Messiah by the 
Prophets, Jesus tells John’s disciples to report “what you hear and see (that) the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them.”  The statement is from Isaiah.  Subsequently, Jesus expresses some frustration 
with the difficulty of getting people to fully understand and follow. He underscores the importance of 
understanding by saying, “let those with ears hear.” In the several instances in which Jesus introduces a 
lesson with this phrase, he is saying pay attention, this is important. To understand, one must have the 
desire to do so (have ears) and seek to discern (listen, as opposed to simply hearing).  Specifically, in 
this instance, the message is that although some might criticize John’s dress and behavior and might 
accuse Jesus of being a drunkard and glutton and a friend of tax-collectors and sinners, “...yet, wisdom 
is vindicated by her deeds.”   
 
The New Oxford Bible Commentary argues that the questioning and Jesus’ response reflect perhaps the 
central theme in Matthew’s Gospel, i.e, why the people failed to follow Jesus. The subsequent chapters 
12 and 13 address the opposition of the religious leaders to Jesus and the difficulty that the people had 
in understanding Jesus’ message and accepting the costs of discipleship. Through several parables 



(Matthew was the most prolific reporter of parables) -- the parables of the sower, the tares, the mustard 
seed, the leaven -- Jesus teaches that, although the hope for salvation by God’s grace is given to all in 
his teaching, such teaching falls upon closed as well as open ears.  The hearer must have ears to hear; 
he must want to learn. Jesus explains to his disciples that he teaches through parables because parables 
have both an obvious message and a hidden one. Only those who live the will of God, or are prepared 
to do so, will understand. Therefore, one must be open to Wisdom and strive to follow her path.   
 
The Gospels of both Matthew and Luke include Jesus’ statement about wisdom. In Luke, however, 
Jesus says that, “Wisdom is known by her children.”  I believe that both Matthew and Luke were well-
versed in the Wisdom Literature.  They knew the Path of Wisdom as the way to life with God -- living 
the Law, enabling others to achieve the humanity that God intended for all.  They knew that living the 
law meant befriending the outcast, helping persons turn from sin, healing the lame, blind, and ill; 
bringing good news to the poor.  Paul expressed it thirty or so years earlier as seeing God in the faces 
of those we aid. It is being God-centered, the disciplined striving to discern the will of God and the 
commitment to follow it. Thus, the deeds, or the children, vindicate wisdom. The deeds illustrate the 
Path of Wisdom. 
 
This, I believe, is the meaning of the Sermon on the Mount (or on the Plain in Luke). It is what Jesus 
meant when he said that he came not to abolish the Law and the Prophets but to fulfill them. It is how 
Jesus spoke of the costs of discipleship in all of the Synoptic Gospels -- leaving behind this world, 
taking up one’s cross and following.   
 
Wisdom is offered; one must take it. In the Parable of the Sheep and Goats, in Matthew Chapter 25, 
Jesus says that there will  be judgment of whether or not one follows. In the parable, he teaches that 
those who welcomed, fed, clothed, gave drink to, visited when sick or in prison  “the least of these, my 
brethren,” would have life with God.  Those who did not would live as outcasts, never having the joy 
of relationship with God through loving, caring relationships with other humans.  
 
The Path of Wisdom was a process then, and it continues to be a process for us in our lives. It is 
difficult to discern the path and to make the commitment to walk it, given the challenges of our 
complex and difficult world. It is a process, a goal. It is having ears and listening and following as best 
we are able.  Marcus Borg argues in The Heart of Christianity that Christianity makes radical demands 
of us. We might ask ourselves to what extent we are living up to our commitment to live radically 
changed lives.  If our faith makes few demands of us, perhaps it is time to question whether we are 
following the Path of Wisdom.  
 
The prayer is, “Gracious God, as we turn to the Gospels, help us to make  connections that offer deeper 
insight and wider viewpoints about the world of the early Christians and the world in which we live 
today. Amen.” 


