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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all 
doing well. Below are notes that I prepared for the July 26 class. As members know, in class I would 
convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. I guess these notes 
should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion. I would welcome any 
response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, 
comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selections are John 14: 1-14 and Proverbs 3:17; 32-36. The key verse is John 14: 6: 
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.’” 
 
The selections from Proverbs are statements by Woman Wisdom describing her path as pleasant and 
peaceful and calling to the sons to keep to her ways. In the selection from John, Jesus on Maundy 
Thursday is telling his disciples that although he is departing and going to the Father, he is preparing a 
place for them where they and he will be together again. Thomas protests that they know neither the 
place nor the way. Phillip asks Jesus to show them the Father. Jesus answers Thomas in the key verse, 
above. He tells Phillip that, whoever has seen him has seen the Father.  But, they still do not fully 
understand. Jesus tells them that the one who believes in him will do the works that Jesus has done and 
will do even greater works assured of his continuing presence and help.     
 
The lesson writer makes two major points. Jesus responded to the disciples in the words of the Wisdom 
tradition, in which all Jews were well-versed. The way to the Father is not a geographical set of 
directions; it is shown by the wisdom that Jesus has been teaching and living. “Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father.” Thus, Jesus is asserting that he is the Son of God, doing God’s work, showing 
what life with God will be like. In his other major point, the lesson writer expresses the concern of the 
church today that Jesus’ statement  that, “No one comes to the Father except through me,” might 
support an exclusivist Christianity that teaches that salvation is only for those who profess Christ. The 
lesson writer calls for us to counter exclusivism in our faith by developing appreciation of others’ faith 
as a way of life. 
 
Marcus Borg, in Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, states that the message is certainly true for 
Christians: Jesus is the Way of salvation, as Jews of that time would likely have heard from Paul’s 
letters. At the time of John’s writing, Christian Jews were being expelled from the synagogues by non-
Christian Jews. Facing intense social ostracism, Christian Jews were being assured that they were 
following the Way to God through Jesus. They were being encouraged and enjoined: do not go back to 
the non-Christian way.  
 
Borg tells a story about a Hindu professor in a Christian seminary who said Jesus was exactly right  -- 
but added that the way of dying to an old life and being born into a new way of being is known to all 
major religions of the world. Borg explains that not only in Christianity is there is the belief that the 
way to God is by dying to this life and being reborn or transformed into a new life. What is unique to 
Christianity is that God was present on Earth in the man, Jesus. By the life of Jesus, man is shown what 
life with God is or can be. Borg says that only in Jesus’ life could the Way actually be seen -- or the 
Truth, or the Life. He says that Jesus is “The Word and Wisdom of God embodied in a human life. He 
is the disclosure of what a life full of God - a life filled with the Spirit - looks like.” He adds, “Taking 



Jesus seriously is not about a set of beliefs but about a person in whom we see embodied the way, the 
truth, the life.” This is the meaning for Christians of the belief, explained by Shirley Guthrie in 
Christian Doctrine, that God humbled himself and came to Earth to show in the life and teaching of 
Jesus, his Son, the Way to life with God. Jesus is the Word of God incarnate, as John preached in the 
first four verses of his Gospel.  Borg says that this should not be watered down for Christians for fear 
that it might look like Christian triumphalism. But, he adds, Christians can believe it and live it without 
also saying “And God is known only in Jesus.”   
 
I do not know much about other religions, but I can accept that they can know God by the process of 
dying to the old life and being reborn to a new transformed life. I can accept that the Christian Way 
may not be a requirement for all who practice other  religions or have no religion at all. Ted V. Foote 
and Alex Thornburg state in Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt, that “Biblical Universalism” holds 
that God’s saving activity in covenant with Israel and known in Jesus has an extremely far-reaching 
(even “universal”) effect. This could be so far-reaching that, in the mystery of God’s love, which 
cannot be earned, all will be saved because that is God’s will!”  I believe, however, that Christianity is 
the proof, the authentication, of God’s intention for his creation. in the life of Jesus, God chose to act in 
history to reach out once again to mankind and authentically, irrefutably, show the Way to life with 
God claimable by by all who follow through God’s grace alone.   
 
I believe that life with God is a gift that is offered to all. It is offered to the Jewish people.  I believe 
that God’s relationship with the Jews continues. Judaism has not been replaced by Christianity in 
God’s plans for mankind as was argued by the early church in the doctrine of Supersession. The 
Presbyterian Denomination stated in a doctrinal paper in the 1980s that Christianity has not superseded 
Judaism. Rather, Christianity is grafted onto Judaism, and God continues to work with and through 
both. The gift is offered to other religions and to those who profess no religion. I believe that God 
wants all of his Creation to live as companions to him -- as in the New Jerusalem described by John in 
Revelation.  
 
Christianity may not be the only way to God but it is as John expressed in 3:16 of his Gospel, a unique 
event initiated by God at great cost to reach out to mankind to show the way. I believe that, especially 
in this increasingly secular time, we are to learn the Way, the Wisdom of God, and to show it to others 
by our lives. It is a gift, open to all, to be shared.  
 
The prayer (appropriate, I think) is “Loving God, as we continue our study of your word in the Gospel 
of John, enlighten us and inspire us to follow your way. Amen.”   
 


