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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are 
all doing well. Below are notes that I prepared for the July 19 class. As members know, in class I 
would convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. I guess 
these notes should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion. I would 
welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching days at 
Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selection is Mark 6: 1-6. The background scripture is Mark 7: 1-23. The key verse is 
Mark 6: 2-3: “On the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astounded.  They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to 
him?’” 
 
It is early in Jesus’ ministry.  He has called his disciples and is preaching and healing in Galilee. 
When he begins to teach in the synagogue in Nazareth, he is met with great hostility. The people 
cannot accept that a local product can have either the wisdom or the power that he has been 
showing in his preaching and healing. Jesus is dismayed at the hostile reception; nonetheless, he 
sends the disciples, two by two, to preach and heal in the villages. He admonishes them that, if they 
are not welcomed, to shake the dust of the unwelcoming place off their feet and go on to find those 
who will listen.   
 
In the second selection, in Chapter 7, Jesus is criticized by the Pharisees because his disciples do 
not wash before eating as required by the Torah. Jesus responds that the Pharisees are the 
hypocrites. More than ignoring the Law, they have interpreted the Law to benefit themselves. 
Specifically, they have replaced the obligation to honor one’s parents by giving one’s possessions to 
them for their sustenance with the korban, an interpretation that said the child could declare his 
possessions to be for God, thus giving them not to the parents but ultimately to the religious leaders. 
Secondly, in one of the first of many “you have heard it said, but I say” statements in which Jesus 
authoritatively interpreted the meaning of the Law, he countered that it is not unclean food that 
defiles, but cruel thoughts or words that come out of the heart.  
 
The lesson writer concludes from the first story that early in his ministry, Jesus is just beginning to 
understand his mission. Thus, he is deeply shocked and dismayed at the hostile reception from his 
home people and at the bitter criticism of the Pharisees. Nonetheless, he sends the disciples out two 
by two to preach compassion and to heal. However, he admonishes, the people must be open to the 
message; if not, the disciples are to go on and find those who want to learn. According to the lesson 
writer, the second story teaches that God requires compassion. What comes from our hearts is what 
is important, not following laws or doctrines that set one apart from his fellow man.   
 
Serendipitously, while writing these Notes, I saw a delightful video of a homily on Chautauqua 
Assembly, the online replacement for the annual summer program of lectures, the arts, concerts, and 
ecumenical worship that Linda and I and about 5,000 others have enjoyed for the past several years 
at Chautauqua Institute in New York State, just east of Lake Erie -- pre- Pandemic.*  Father Greg 
Boyle, a Catholic priest who for over thirty years led a mission to save gang members through love 
and compassion, is this week’s cleric who opens each Chautauqua day with an inspirational 



message. Linda and I first saw Father Boyle in that role at Chautauqua a couple of summers ago and 
were moved by his morning devotionals.    
 
In his homily, also based on Mark 6: 1-6, Boyle marvels at the great challenge of going out to 
preach and heal as Jesus required of the disciples. He asked rhetorically how one would react if told 
to turn to someone in the checkout line at Kroger, speak to him of Jesus, and offer healing. His 
answer was, “Yikes!” Jesus’ assignment was more daunting than proselytizing a stranger in a 
checkout line. Boyle concluded that Mark’s story of Jesus’ sending the disciples out to preach and 
heal shows the nature of Jesus, as Mark intended from the first verse of his Gospel: “The beginning 
of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”   
 
Boyle states that Jesus’ early ministry was to go to the people, even in their homes, to show and 
teach compassion and to heal. Jesus’ ministry and his sending the disciples on a mission of ministry 
showed that the heart of Christianity is community -- “one Christian does not make Christianity.” 
This was the wisdom that Jesus taught, and, even more importantly, lived. I think that the 
Nazarenes were hostile to the message because it was a challenging message of getting involved, 
making a commitment to learn and to live what is learned -- and here this local boy was implying 
that they were failing to do so.  While challenging, the message was and is simple. Boyle did not try 
to teach sophisticated doctrine to his “homeboys.” He worked each day to get them to “see 
themselves as they were” -- children of God and brothers to other children of God, even if members 
of rival gangs. With trepidation, he often put bitter enemies very close together in situations where 
they would have to realize their common humanity.   
 
Boyle’s stories about his homeboys also show that it is crucial that one want to learn and desire to 
walk the Path of Wisdom. I think that this is what Jesus was saying when he admonished the 
disciples to shake off the dust of the towns and homes of those who do not want to learn or to 
commit. I think that openness or its lack was at the heart of the bitter lesson that Jesus learned from 
the rejection in his home town. Rather than being open to compassion, Jesus’ friends and neighbors 
attacked him personally to defend their images of themselves as righteous Jews rather than look 
honestly at themselves in the mirror as Boyle challenged the homeboys.   
 
In this story and throughout his Gospel, Mark shows that faith is necessary, a sine qua non, for 
healing. In Mark Chapter 5, Jesus stops when moving through a crowd and asks, “Who touched my 
garment?” His garment had been touched by a woman, beset by years of hemorrhaging,who had 
said “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” Jesus responded, “Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace and be healed of your disease.”  Over and over, Jesus tells those that he 
heals, “Your faith has made you well.” Cambridge Dean John Bowker states in his Complete Bible 
Handbook, that Jesus’ ability to heal was real and that it came from “his ability to communicate 
power from God through himself.,” To be healed, Bowker argues, one must have faith. Marcus 
Borg, in his Reading the Bible... says much the same -- Jesus healed and faith was required.  
 
Thus, Mark establishes that Jesus was indeed the Son of God, one in whom God was present. Jesus 
did God’s work, giving hope to the poor, opposing domination systems,  forgiving sins and healing, 
things that only God could do. He offered the hope of life with God, the fulfillment of one’s human 
potential. To receive these gifts, one had to have faith, to be open to the wisdom. Paul had written to 
the churches at Rome and Galatia about two decades prior to Mark’s writing that as Abraham’s 
faithfulness justified him as righteous, we are justified as righteous by our faith in Jesus and 
therefore as deserving of salvation.    



 
In the Gospel stories, I see the emphasis on acting on that faith to offer compassion to others -- and 
the need for community.  Our challenge today is to find creative  ways to be a fruitful community of 
faith despite the challenges of isolation, made even worse by the pandemic.   
 
The prayer is “Holy One, help us to find ourselves in the Gospel story, in our belief and in our 
disbelief.”   
 
---------------- 
 
* We highly recommend the Chautauqua experience and are most impressed with the virtual 
Chautauqua Assembly online, which was developed when it became clear that in-person 
Chautauqua could not happen this year. It is a summer of online literature, religion,  arts, concerts, 
recreation, politics, and government for $45. If you want to know more, Linda or I would be 
pleased to share our experience.  


