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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all 
doing well. Below are notes that I prepared for the July 12 class. As members know, in class I would 
convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. I guess these notes 
should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion. I would welcome any 
response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, 
comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selections are Ecclesiastes 3: 1 and 7b and Luke 2: 39-52. The background scripture is 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-15 and Luke 2: 39-52. The key verse is Luke 2: 40 -- “The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.” 
 
This week’s scripture selection from Ecclesiastes is both the statement by Qohelet that to everything 
there is a season (put into song by Pete Seeger and recorded most famously by the Byrds in 1962) and 
Qohelet’s conclusion that there is nothing to do about life’s questions and contradictions but to seize 
the day -- enjoy the good life that God has given, always fearing God and seeking to discern his will, 
while accepting that “...whatever God does will be forever. One cannot add to it and one cannot take 
away from it.”  (3:14s, Alter Trans.)  This seems a timely passage for the uncertain times in which we 
live. 
 
In the selection from Luke, Joseph, Mary, and twelve year old Jesus have gone to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover. When the celebration is finished, the parents depart without the child, thinking 
that he is in the group returning to Nazareth. Finding that he is not, they search for three days, finally 
discovering him in the Temple with teachers who are amazed at his questions, answers, and 
understanding. Upon being scolded by Mary for causing his parents to worry, Jesus responds, “Why 
were you searching for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my father’s house?” (Also translated 
as “about my father’s business”).  
 
The lesson writer links the selections from Ecclesiastes and Luke around the statement in the former 
that there is “a time to keep silent and a time to speak.”  (v. 7b)  He explains that, contrary to the saying 
that children are to be seen and not heard, wisdom often comes from unexpected places, including from 
the mouths of children. The lesson writer points out that only Luke told the story of Jesus at the 
Temple, doing so to show that the youthful Jesus’ demonstration of exceptional knowledge of scripture 
at the Temple showed him to be more than a typical youth, or in the writer’s expression “a true hero.”  
This may seem at first sight to be an odd appellation; however, considering the scripture-based 
educational process of ancient Israel and the traditionally theocratic/priestly character of its 
government, both as described by John Bowker in his Bible Handbook, it actually is rather appropriate.   
 
I agree with the lesson writer that Luke probably did tell this story to indicate the special nature of 
Jesus, specifically the remarkable way that this pre-teen Jewish boy understood the nation’s religion. 
However, I think that Luke may have had a more fundamental purpose  -- to show who Jesus was, the 
Son of God.  I believe that, in fact, the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke were largely intended to 
establish who Jesus was. In Chapter One, the angel announced to Mary, a young virgin, that she would 
have a son by the power of the Holy Spirit and that he would be called Son of God. Jesus as a Messiah 
who would bring down the powerful and raise the poor was foretold in Mary’s song, The Magnificat, 
which also is reported only in Luke’s Gospel. Luke expands on the theme in Chapter 4, when Jesus in 



Nazareth is just beginning his ministry. At the synagogue he reads to the assemblage the description 
from Isaiah of the suffering servant imbued with the spirit of the Lord who would bring good news to 
the poor, proclaim release to the captives, restore sight to the blind, and let the oppressed go free. After 
reading the passage, Luke (only Luke)  reports, Jesus rolled up the scroll and said to those assembled, 
“Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (4:21)  In Chapter 2, after the story of Jesus’ 
birth, Luke (only Luke) tells of two devout persons, highly respected in the Temple (Simeon and 
Anna), who, upon seeing and holding the infant Jesus in the Temple are awestruck and exclaim that 
they have seen the long-awaited salvation from God. Both Simeon and Anna warn of upheaval and 
suffering in the time of salvation but say that Jesus nonetheless will bring hope to all. The Oxford Bible 
Commentary states that, in this story, Luke is making the point that Jesus is a Messiah of love and 
acceptance, not the military leader so long hoped for by the nation, and that the upheaval caused by his 
ministry will lead to hope and salvation, life with God. Also, Simeon and Anna represent traditional 
Temple Judaism, including its wisdom. By Jesus’ being revered by them, Luke appears to assert that 
Jesus continues that central tradition.  
 
In the story of Jesus’ questioning and answering the teachers in the Temple, I think that Luke was 
asserting Jesus as the Son of God, a human being in whom God was present. Jesus knew or was 
beginning to find out who he was. With the aid of the Holy Spirit, he was learning and discerning. 
Luke concludes this story by stating that Jesus returned to Nazareth with his parents and was obedient 
to them (v. 51), and that he “increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favor.” (v.52)  
So, the learning process continued as it did for most all young Jewish males of the time.  Education was 
largely done in the home by the father’s passing on the foundational stories of the nation and its 
religion and more formally in the synagogue by a rabbi guiding the study of scrolls of scripture. The 
education system resulted in a high degree of literacy among the Jews and a constant focus on their 
religion. In Jesus, I think, the search for wisdom was continual, intense, and inspired.   
 
Shirley Guthrie, in Christian Doctrine, explains that it was necessary for Jesus to be fully human if he 
was to know human temptations and emotions. Guthrie argues that, like any other real human being, 
Jesus was limited in his knowledge, that his knowledge was that of his culture except at times when the 
Holy Spirit enabled him to know more than others in order to know and fulfill his mission. Citing Luke 
2:52, he says that Jesus had to “grow in wisdom and in stature.” For Jesus to show mankind the Path of 
Wisdom, it seems that it would have been necessary for him to acquire wisdom as a human -- desiring 
to learn, seeking wisdom through a lifetime of disciplined questioning and study.  
 
The significant pairing of Ecclesiastes and Luke in this week’s lesson regarding the story of Jesus and 
the teachers in the Temple reminds us, as Shirley Guthrie admonishes, that although we cannot ever 
fully understand, we must never give up trying to understand what Jesus means for us. “Consider the 
actions (of Jesus),” says Guthrie, “and you will learn the secret of who he is.” 
 
The prayer is “Holy God, when you agitate our spirits with wisdom from unexpected sources, settle us 
into new awareness.”   


