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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we 
are all doing well. Below are notes that I prepared for the June 21 class. As members know, in 
class I would convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion. 
I guess these notes should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion. 
I would welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching 
days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   
 
The scripture selection is Proverbs 8: 8-21. The background scripture is Job 1: 42 and Proverbs 
8. The Main Idea of the lesson is stated as: “Wisdom’s value is more than tangible gain; it gives 
knowledge and courage and leads toward God’s path of justice and righteousness.” The key 
verse is 8: 10-11:   
 
“Take my instruction instead of silver,  
     and instruction rather than choice gold;  
for wisdom is better than jewels, 
     and all that you might desire cannot compare with her.”   
 
In Job 1, God abundantly rewards Job’s faithfulness. In Job 42, God restores Job’s family and 
wealth.   
 
The lesson writer states that wealth in this scripture selection is a metaphor for our relationship, 
our life, with God. It is not financial security that comes to those who follow a particular set of 
rules, the Torah, as in the conventional wisdom in much of Proverbs. Conversely, he argues, the 
absence of financial security is not due to sin as Job’s friends insisted as they tried to explain his 
misfortunes. The main idea of last week’s lesson was that “Wisdom’s treasure...can center a 
person’s heart, will, and thought toward knowledge of God.” From that statement, we concluded 
that wisdom is an arduous process of discernment of God’s will and of trying to follow it, a 
process requiring a “commitment to going deeper, reaching higher, pondering carefully.”   
 
So, what is to be done? Here I must offer a disclaimer. I am not trained in pastoral counseling, 
nor am I temperamentally suited for it. I am at best a student of the Bible.  Therefore, for advice 
as to how one discerns and lives the will of God, I defer to one who is both pastor and 
accomplished Bible scholar and theologian -- in this case, Marcus Borg.  
 
The key statement in the June 7 lesson was that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge” because it “firmly connects human wisdom to service of God.”  In The Heart of 
Christianity, Borg expresses this connection as loving God (the meaning of fearing God), which 
means paying attention to God and to what God loves. Paying attention to God requires practice, 
which Borg considers all those things that we do together or individually that center in God. 
“Practice is the heart of the matter.”  
 
Borg states that Christianity is a “Way.”  Everything that Jesus said or did reflected the will of 
God.  Practice is the means by which we live the Christian life, become born again, as Paul said, 
into a God-centered world of the spirit rather than into a world-centered life of the flesh. This 
suggests the faith versus works dichotomy (that we have encountered previously and will 



encounter again when we look at James’ letter to the Jewish diaspora). Borg says that there is 
really no dichotomy:  our practices both develop and express, or put into action, our faith. Borg 
says that the practices form us as Christians, give us a Christian identity in place of a worldly 
identity. We become what we do. We begin with the small, insecure self-shaped by our culture 
into a larger identity and self through “life in Christ.” This, Borg says, is Christian formation. 
Borg is encouraged that the church seems to be currently paying more attention to such spiritual 
growth. Interestingly, I think, I saw for the first time the title Director of Christian Formation 
when our own Sarah Bishop was called to that position a few years ago. I have since seen it in a 
few other congregations.  
 
What are these formative practices, and how do they give us a new identity?  Borg identifies two 
types of practice into which he groups several specific actions. The most important practice, 
says Borg, is membership in a Christian congregation that nourishes as well as stretches one, or, 
as Borg states in Convictions:  How I learned What Matters Most, a community that remembers, 
celebrates, and mediates the reality and passion of God. This is the setting for worship which 
forms us.  It is the setting for Christian education, the heart of which forms us and gives us 
identity:  the Bible, theology, Christian lives, Christian spirituality, Christian caring, Christianity 
and religious pluralism, etc.  Borg says that prayer is also central.  He deals in The Heart of 
Christianity with the hard questions about the efficacy of prayer, i.e., whether or not prayer is 
answered as we would hope.  For now, I will defer discussion of Borg’s insights into that 
question and focus on what he calls the formative aspects of prayer.  Borg says that the central 
purpose of prayer is intimacy with God, development of a relationship with God which involves 
God in our every significant concern, celebration, contemplation. Borg also discusses as forms 
of prayer, or communication with God, spiritual practices such as meditation and contemplation, 
including the ancient practice of lectio divina or focusing on a word or phrase in a devotional 
until it becomes increasingly meaningful.   
 
I think that the point of Borg’s excellent discussion, which offers far more insight than can be 
captured in a written summary, is that life with God -- the Jewish idea of salvation in this life 
and, later in Jewish/Christian belief, in the hereafter -- is the practice of centering in God, 
seeking to discern God’s will and living what is discerned.  (Qohelet and Job would perhaps add 
that it is having confidence in God even when we cannot understand why the world often does 
not reflect God’s will).  The benefits of discerning and living God’s will as described in 
Proverbs and listed by Paul, include happiness, security, purpose, justice given and received.  
Borg shows how discerning and following God’s will is developed by practice, disciplined 
focusing, studying, sharing, doing through community, education, prayer. It is a process, a goal 
that will always be beyond one’s reach.  Shirley Guthrie in Christian Doctrine, states that one 
day it will be achieved, perhaps as described in Revelation’s metaphor of the New Jerusalem in 
which no longer will one need to discern God’s will because all will be living it. For Guthrie, 
this means that all will have achieved the humanity that is possible within each of us. In the 
meantime, say Qohelet and Job, carpe diem, seize the day. Live insofar as we are able to 
understand God’s will, have confidence in God’s righteous justice, do our part to make it real in 
the world.  It is more than ethics; it is a way of life.   
 
The prayer is “Holy One, you call us to listen and to learn. Challenge us to deepen our faith, to 
grow in understanding, and to gain the wealth of spirit that is true wisdom.”    


