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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all 
doing well.  Below are notes that I prepared for the May 31 class.  As members know, in class I 
would convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion.  I guess 
these notes should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion.  I would 
welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching days at 
Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   

 
The Scripture selection is Acts 2: 1-21.  The background text is Acts 2: 1-41.  The purpose statement 
is “To affirm the power of the Holy Spirit to transform the world.”  While the followers of Jesus 
were assembled on the Pentecost after his resurrection, the Holy Spirit comes to them first as a wind 
and then as tongues of fire, enabling them to speak and be understood in all of the major languages 
of the time.  In response to the ridiculing remarks of some observers that the Christians appear to be 
drunk, Peter makes an eloquent statement to the crowd explaining that the outpouring of the Spirit of 
God was foretold by Joel and that Jesus‘death and resurrection show the way to salvation for all.  
The lesson writer asserts that, at the Pentecost event, “the disciples of Christ changed from being the 
followers of Christ to being the witnesses of Christ.“ The lesson writer discusses how we must be 
open to the inspiration that the Spirit unceasingly offers as Jesus promised to the disciples and, so-
inspired, must always speak to others of the mighty acts of God.   
 
To fully grasp the power of the Holy Spirit to transform the world, it seems necessary to understand 
how the church explains the relationship of the Holy Spirit to God and Christ and to mankind.  Luke 
makes the Holy Spirit a major actor in both his Gospel and in Acts. The Spirit causes the conception 
of Jesus, Elizabeth and Zechariah (the parents of John the Baptist) are filled with the Holy Spirit, as 
is the aged Simeon who praises God after he sees Jesus in the Temple.  Like Matthew and Mark, 
Luke reports that the Spirit descended onto Jesus at his baptism and led him into the wilderness.  
Luke says that Jesus, filled with the Spirit, began his ministry in Galilee.  Luke’s Gospel ends with 
Jesus promising to send the Spirit to his followers as a guide and help.  Acts opens with the 
repetition of Jesus’ promise, then, the Spirit comes onto his followers at Pentecost.  After that, the 
Spirit is, in the words of Marcus Borg in Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, virtually the 
main character of Acts.  The Spirit directs the Christian community’s mission.  It is present at 
Philip’s conversion of an Ethiopian eunuch, at Paul’s conversion, at Peter’s conversion of a Roman 
centurion, at the beginning of Paul’s missions, and more.  
 
When Luke wrote, there was no Doctrine of the Trinity.  That would come a couple of centuries later 
as the church sought to resolve heresies in which it was deduced from the existence of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit that there were three essentially separate Gods, i.e., the heresy of 
tritheism.  The church ultimately enunciated the statement that still defines the meaning of the 
Trinity today:   one divine essence (or substance) and three persons.  Efforts continue to clarify this 
rather archaic statement.  Shirley Guthrie, in Christian Doctrine, speaks of a personal God who 
works in three different ways at the same time.  C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity, a series of BBC 
worldwide broadcasts during World War II, offers a useful, if somewhat breezy, statement.  
 
And that is how Theology started.  People already knew about God in a vague way.  Then came a 
man who claimed to be God, and yet he was not the sort of man you could dismiss as a lunatic.  He 
made them believe him. They met him again after they had seen him killed.  And then, after they 
had formed into a little society or community, they found God somehow inside them as well: 



directing them, making them able to do things that they  could not do before.  And when they 
worked it all out, they found they had arrived at the Christian doctrine of the three-personal God.   
 
Franciscan monk Richard Rohr, in a recent address (video recommended to me by my wife Linda - 
collaborator as well as editor), argues that the word person to the early creed writers did not mean 
separate entity; rather it meant persona or characteristic or role of a single entity.  Guthrie argues 
that, although God’s form and interactions with man is a mystery, we know from scripture what the 
works of the Trinity are and that these works are indivisible.   In Guthrie’s expression, all of God is 
involved in everything that God does; he explains this as “three works of one God.”  As examples, 
Guthrie offers the following:  Although the work of God is creation, John states that, “All things 
came into being through him (the Son).”  Although the Son’s work is reconciler and redeemer, Paul 
writes to the Corinthians that “in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.”  To the Church 
at Ephesus, Paul wrote, “(We) have access in one Spirit to the Father.”  Although the Spirit’s work is 
preparing and encouraging us for service to God and neighbor, community is the goal of the Father, 
and the Son will always be with the church as it does these things.   

   In his video, Richard Rohr showed a classic 15th century icon 
(shown above) depicting the Trinity as three figures around a table sharing a meal, joyous and 
showing deep love for each other.  Of the nature of each, Rohr said that God is the transpersonal 
source from which the love flows and returns.  Christ is the physical manifestation, the embodiment, 
the materiality of the nature of God.  The Spirit is the “goodness glue,” the consciousness that holds 
everything together.  Guthrie cites the perichoresis concept of John of Damascus, a seventh-century 
theologian who saw the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three dancers, holding hands, dancing 
around together n harmonious, joyful freedom. 
 
To return to the purpose statement for this lesson --transformation of the world -- man’s living in a 
community of justice in companionship with God is God’s desire.  God achieves this through the 
people that are his creation.  The Son lived among man in Jesus to show the way by his life, 
crucifixion, and resurrection.  The Spirit, promised by the risen Jesus as a guide and help to the 
disciples and the church, inspires in each person who is open to it the use of his specific talents to 
serve his neighbor and the community.  The action is never-ending.  All personae of the three-
personal God are involved in it.  
 
The prayer at the end of the lesson is: “O God who sends the Spirit, send your power and grace on 
me today, that I may speak of your love to my world; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   


