
Adult Class Notes 
May 24,, 2020 

 
Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we 
are all doing well.  Below are notes that I prepared for the May 24 class.  As members know, in 
class I would convert a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion.  
I guess these notes should best be understood as points that I would hope to raise in discussion.  
I would welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of each class during my teaching 
days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   

 
The Scripture selection is Luke 23:32-33, 9-43.  The background text is Luke 23: 32-43.  It is 
the crucifixion . A criminal on a cross next to Jesus, derides him.  The criminal on the other 
cross next to Jesus, rebukes the first criminal and says to Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.”  Jesus responds, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” The purpose statement is, “To learn to listen to Jesus’ words of grace and hope in our 
dying.”  From his personal experience, the lesson writer shows that when one has faith, he can 
be assured of God’s grace.  
  
I believe that this scene, reported only by Luke, summarizes by illustration perhaps the central 
theological statement in Luke’s Gospel:  what the Kingdom of God will be like.  Implied is the 
role of the church in bringing about the Kingdom on Earth.   
 
Like all of the Gospel writers, Luke was very purposeful in his writing.  He begins by saying to 
an important church patron named or called Theophilus,:  “Since many have undertaken to set 
down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us....I have decided, after 
investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account...”   Luke is 
concerned with portraying Jesus as the compassionate Son of God whose life and ministry show 
“ the meaning of true repentance which means a new relationship to God and to other human 
beings in a manner of life that embodies God’s will for human existence.”  This purpose 
statement from the New Oxford Annotated Bible captures what, to me, is the central purpose of 
Luke’s Gospel and, specifically, the story of the penitent criminal.    
 
The story of the penitent criminal appears only in Luke.  It seems that Luke intended for the 
story to be the culmination of his theme of marginalized persons’ being extended forgiveness of 
sins, healing, and community acceptance by Jesus upon their statements or actions of faith. It is 
those who recognize their sin or their need for healing or need for community who are the 
subject of Luke’s message.  The wealthy, the powerful, the important will not enter the 
Kingdom of God -- not so long as they are content with themselves and do not recognize their 
need for forgiveness or their debt to God for their blessings.   I think that Luke’s juxtapositions 
of those in need and those content with themselves is his way of defining by story the meaning 
of salvation as the prophets understood it -- life with God, doing justice, loving mercy, walking 
humbly with God.  This was what was meant by living the Law.  And, as Jesus said in Matthew, 
he came not to destroy the law or the prophets but to fulfill them.   
 
It is not clear just what documents Luke had before him as he wrote his Gospel and Acts of the 
Apostles, but scholars are certain that he (and Matthew) had the Gospel of Mark and that they 
also had another document known to scholars as Q that contained additional information, 
perhaps in the form of a listing of Jesus’ sayings and parables.  Luke clearly knew of Paul; much 



of Acts is about Paul.  Looking at the estimated dates of composition of the Gospels, the 
writings attributed to Paul and Peter, and John’s Revelation, it seems quite possible  that Luke 
could have been influenced by all of these.  Certainly, for a period of some 35 - 65 years after 
the Resurrection, there was a great deal of writing aimed largely at the fact that the Kingdom of 
God had not been ushered in all at once as had been expected.  The writers did not attempt to 
explain why the End Time had not arrived, but rather turned to just what the Kingdom would be 
like and how the church was to create it as much as possible on earth in the present.   
 
It seems to me that John’s vision of the New Jerusalem in Revelation, as discussed in the Adult 
Class Notes of May 3, expresses best what the writers were saying about the Kingdom of God.  
In the New Jerusalem, God dwells with humans.  All nations are gathered.  The twelve trees of 
life are watered by the living waters and produce leaves that heal all nations.  Kings and nations 
stream to the light of the New Jerusalem. The gates of the city are always open.  Man does not 
have to be told the will of God; he lives it.  There is no physical Temple; God and Jesus are the 
Temple.  Man sees the face of God.  This, to me, is a vision of God’s Kingdom on Earth.  How 
and when it is to be achieved cannot be known.  I believe that achieving it is an ongoing process.  
It is here and now and in the future.  And, certainly, the church is to be instrumental its being 
achieved.   
 
The penitent criminal shows how God intends man to live in the Kingdom -- on earth and as it 
will be at the End Time. At the very end, the criminal repents.  He recognizes that Jesus is the 
way to life with God.  He achieves humanity by no longer caring for only himself and his 
ideology (he was, says Borg, actually not merely a criminal but an insurrectionist against Roman 
rule).  Now, he shows compassion for Jesus, a man who he recognizes has done nothing wrong.  
As the lesson writer correctly, I think, observes, the penitent criminal honors this man, asking to 
be remembered by him.  He wishes to be in the kingdom of compassion, realizing the worth of 
others as humans.  Jesus sees this and assures the insurrectionist that his faith and his humanity 
will indeed set him free from this world and make him part of the kingdom to come.  Luke, I 
believe, is saying to the reader, such faith and humanity will free you and make you part of the 
Kingdom of God on Earth.   
 
The prayer at the end of the lesson is, “Jesus, remember me this day, as I bring my heart and life 
to you; in Jesus’s name.  Amen.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


