
Notes for Adult Sunday School  
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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all doing well.  
Below are notes that I prepared for the April 12 class.  As members know, in class I would convert a number of 
the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion.  I guess these notes should best be understood as 
points that I would hope to raise in discussion.  I would welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of 
each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”    
  
The lesson writer states that the purpose of the lesson is to “experience the ‘fear and 
excitement’ of Resurrection.”  Hymn 1, “Holy, Holy, Holy,”  always reminds me of the 
deep emotional response that I, a boy of 8 -12 years, felt when the choir of Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas First Presbyterian Church, entered from the narthex and marched to the choir 
loft in front joyously singing that wonderful Trinity Hymn.  I think that is the sort of 
emotion that the writer is referring to - the awe and joy of Easter. The writer goes on to 
describe particular Easters that elicited fear and excitement for him.  He describes the 
fear and excitement that the two women, in Mark’s account, must have felt upon finding 
the empty tomb, being told by the young man,or angel, that Jesus would see his 
disciples again in Galilee, and then, in Matthew-s account, immediately encountering 
the risen Jesus.    
  
As the lesson writer states, each Easter we do indeed feel the fear and excitement of 
“this unique story upon which we Christians build our faith.” When we affirm that “Christ 
is Risen” and respond  that “He is risen, indeed,” we “call out the power of God’s grace 
and love by affirming the presence of the Risen Christ in our midst.”  We reaffirm the 
presence of Christ in our sacraments, baptism and Communion.  Our recent lessons 
have affirmed the presence of God in times of trouble and joy.  This is our faith, it 
seems to me.    
  
I believe that a benefit of Bible study is its help in strengthening our faith.  By knowing 
something about the writers of the Hebrew and the Christian Bibles, we can learn more 
about the meaning of stories told and events reported in them.  We strengthen our faith 
by knowing more about its origins, it seems to me.  Paul Prather in a recent column in 
the Herald Leader stated that questioning (and seeking understanding) can lead to a 
stronger faith.  Also, we know that there are many who fail to see the truth of the Bible 
because they focus on the historicity of an event in it rather than try to discern the truth 
it reveals about God, about Christ.  
  
Like Borg, in his Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, I believe that stories in the 
Hebrew Bible are true in that they reveal how the prophets and Exilic religious leaders 
understood the nature of God the Creator and revealed that nature.  I believe that the 
stories in the Christian Bible are true in that they reveal how the Gospel writers and 
Paul, Peter, James, and others understood Jesus as the Son of God, as God incarnate, 
as God with us, and revealed those truths. I also believe that some of the stories are 
true in the literal sense; however, like Borg, I think that, if we focus too much on the 
question of historicity, we tend to be asking a wrong, or at least an unhelpful, question.     



  
I believe that the story of the  empty tomb tells the truth of Jesus’s death on the cross 
and his resurrection.  I think it not very important that there are differences and 
inconsistencies in how the event is reported first by Paul, writing twenty or so years 
before the first Gospel, or in each of the Gospels:  Whether one woman went to the 
tomb (John), or two (Mark, Matthew), or an uncertain number (Luke).  Whether there 
were guards at the tomb (Matthew only).  Whether the women were greeted by one 
young man, or angel (Mark, Matthew), or two (Luke).  Or, just what the angel told the 
followers.  Mark, apparently concerned with restoring Peter’s leadership role among the 
disciples as well as expressing Jesus’s infinite forgiveness, reports that the angel told 
instructed the women to tell the disciples, specifically Peter, that they would see Jesus 
in Galilee.  Mark and Matthew report that the angel said that the disciples would see 
Jesus in Galilee.  In Luke, Jesus appears in and around Jerusalem.  John reports that 
Jesus appeared first to the disciples, hiding in Jerusalem, and later in Galilee. In Mark’s  
original version, the women tell no one.  In Luke, the women tell Peter, who rushes to 
the tomb to see.  In Matthew, the women tell the disciples, after they themselves 
encounter the risen Jesus in the garden.  There are other differences.  For the most 
part, they reflect emphases of the writers in telling the story of Jesus’s life; for example, 
Matthew frequently includes references to scripture in his Gospel to make the point that 
Jesus was the foretold and true Messiah.  So, although some might see the 
inconsistencies as detracting from the truth of the story, it seems to me that they are 
differing emphases supporting the same truth.    
  
Paul, writing twenty years earlier explained his belief as simply that Jesus was 
crucified, that he was buried, that he was raised from the dead in three days, according 
to the scriptures.  Paul does not tell of an empty tomb, although he may well have had 
the story in mind.  What Paul does tell is of the appearances of the resurrected Jesus - 
first to Cephas (Peter) and the twelve, then to more than 500, then to James and all of 
the apostles, and then “last of all, as to one untimely born, ...to me.” (I Cor: 15).  
  
Following Borg and Crossan in The Last Week, I believe that what is most important 
here is that the followers felt the presence of Jesus.  Encouraged and strengthened, 
they began to build the church.  Borg and Crossan argue that it is not important 
whether or not one believes that the empty tomb story or the specific appearance 
stories happened as they were reported.  To them, as I understand their argument, the 
important thing is in the appearances after the Resurrection - the proof that God, in 
Jesus, is always present.  The two sacraments that we Presbyterians (and some other 
Protestant denominations) keep are reminders of this truth.    
  
Borg and Crossan argue that Matthew and the other Gospel writers were expressing 
their belief that God was present in the life of Jesus, that Jesus’s life showed the Way 
to life with God (which was the Jewish meaning of salvation, i.e., living the Law by 
doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God).  They believed, as Jesus 
did, that the Kingdom of God was at hand, that Jesus’s death and Resurrection were 
the beginning of the end of empire and the domination systems of then and now.  Paul 
explained that Jesus’s death on the cross showed the depth of God’s love and God’s 



grace freely given.  What was required of his followers was to be transformed, to die 
with Jesus on the cross and be reborn into a life of the spirit, leaving the life of  flesh 
behind, living and doing for others (even those not likable) as they are all part of God’s 
Creation.    
  
These things we take on faith. But, it is informed faith, it seems to me.  From the 
Hebrew Bible we see the revelation of the nature of God, we learn of God’s plan for his 
Creation, we learn how God reaches out to mankind and is righteous, always present.  
From the Christian Bible, we learn of the life of Jesus, we learn how Jesus showed the 
nature of God and God’s will in his life and explained them in his teaching and 
parables. We learn that Jesus died because of the sins of the world and his faithfulness 
and his obedience to his mission of bringing the Kingdom of God.  We believe that 
Jesus is always present always, even to the end of the earth.    
 
Prayer:  God of resurrection, fill my heart with the promise and proof of your Son in my 
life, and show me the opportunities I have to give the gift of Jesus to another today; in 
Jesus’s name.  Amen 
  
  


