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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all doing well.  
Below are notes that I prepared for the April 19 class.  As members know, in class I would convert a number of 
the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion.  I guess these notes should best be understood as 
points that I would hope to raise in discussion.  I would welcome any response, or as I asked at the beginning of 
each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?”   
 
The Scripture selection for this week is Haggai 2:1 - 9, with Chapter 1 as background.  I 
believe that this is the first time that Haggai has made the lectionary cut.  But, that is 
good - as the class knows, I really like studying the prophets.  I believe, like Rabbi 
Abraham Heschel, whom Marcus Borg cites as the leading authority on the prophets 
and one of the greatest theologians of the twentieth century, that the prophets were 
inspired by God, that they truly felt and expressed God’s anguished reaching out to 
man. Thus, I think that the prophets are perhaps the most authentic expression of the 
nature and will of God in the Hebrew Bible.  Plus, they are just interesting - inspired, 
typically angst-ridden, courageous, poetic, and often quite bizarre in their message 
delivery and the imagery they used to make their points.   
 
The purpose of the lesson is stated as “to affirm the power of God to bring new life out 
of ruin.”  Haggai tells the Exile returnees that, after nearly twenty years of rebuilding 
Judah and their homes, the time had come to rebuild the “home” of God, Solomon’s 
grand Temple that the Babylonians had leveled and sacked.  The lesson develops this 
message for us today through personal experiences of the author.   
 
Haggai is one of the twelve Minor Prophets, so-called in the Jewish canon not because 
of lesser quality in their messages, but rather because their messages are brief, 
especially when compared to major prophets, most notably Jeremiah and Isaiah.  
Although Micah, Amos, and Hosea are also among the shortest texts, one could hardly 
deny their importance.  Haggai is notable for being practical and lacking the wide moral 
sweep of other prophets.  Haggai is almost entirely concerned with the rebuilding of the 
Solomonic Temple.   
 
There had been earlier attempts to rebuild the Temple, as encouraged by Cyrus the 
Great in his edict of 538 BC allowing the Judahites to return from Babylon.  Now, in 520 
BC, during the reign of Darius, Haggai joined with Zerubbabel, a leader from the 
lineage of David, and with Joshua the High Priest in hope of rebuilding the Temple and 
instituting a joint monarchy/theocracy.   It is important to note that this was some 18-20 
years after some of the exiles had first reentered Judah and had begun the arduous 
task of recovering and rebuilding the devastated land and economy.  By 520 BC, much 
of the reclaiming, restoring, and rebuilding had been done.   
 
Thus, Haggai begins with the Lord of Armies saying through the prophet that “this 
people say that the time has not come, the time for rebuilding the house of the Lord,”  
but it is indeed time for the people to turn from their “paneled homes” to building the 
home of the Lord.  There is opposition, apathy, and a dire lack of quality materials, but 
the Temple is rebuilt in a year or two.  Haggai admits that it is a pale copy of the grand 



Temple of Solomon, but it is nonetheless an accomplishment of which the people can 
be proud.  Through Haggai, God promises that he will restore the grandeur of the 
Temple and of the nation by “shaking up” the extant empires.   
 
It may seem that Haggai is perhaps not the best candidate for “affirm(ing) the power of 
God to bring new life out of ruin.”  The ruination had been mitigated to considerable 
extent. It seems to me that, by the time of his leadership, Haggai expresses the reward 
to come from restoring Judah with the help and promise of God, with the rebuilt Temple 
as the symbol of that restoration.  The conditions in Judah had been deplorable and 
disheartening.  The land was devastated.  Jerusalem was leveled.  Agriculture could 
not support life; even cannibalism was known in the land.  Land, homes, and 
possessions had been stolen from the exiles by those who remained in Judah and by 
neighboring bands of traditional enemies. There was no law, only force and violence.  
Idolatry was practiced along with the worship of God. Identity as the chosen was lost or 
remained among only a few.  The reward would be the remaking of the covenant 
between God and the chosen people.  Once again, the Jewish people would be a 
beacon to draw nations to God by the example of their good life with their God.    
 
Following discussion of Exile in the March 29 Adult Class Notes, a class member stated 
that “this lesson hit close to home on a personal level.”  He continued that, as the 
people of Judah had been removed from the Temple, we have been removed from 
church structures where we feel close to God.  He observed, “while the scale is no 
comparison to the complete destruction of Solomon's Temple, we are to be reminded 
that the building that we see as our Temple does not constitute our entire church. Our 
leaders have not been killed, our building still stands but we are exiled in a way from 
our comfort.”   He concluded,  “We still gather, are still a church, still see ourselves as 
God's children though we gather in different means. We will return soon enough to our 
temple never doubting that God will be there but is is also beside you now.” 
 
Excellent insight into the relevance of this “:minor prophet” into the predicament  we 
find ourselves in today.  I would only add that I believe that our being a church is 
strengthened by our purposefully meeting together (actually or virtually) in a place of 
beauty, history, and tradition, guided by our Order of Worship in which we give thanks 
and praise; confess our failure to make the world as God intended; learn of God’s 
nature and will through Scripture; share our means; state our basic beliefs; pray for 
guidance; and, finally, go out to serve, strengthened in our commitment. We can see in 
the great efforts of the Session to keep us together with the aid of services broadcast 
from our sanctuary that we are indeed a church continual and also that our sense of 
place reinforces that identity.  
 
The lesson’s apt concluding prayer is, “Lord of heavenly forces, lead, empower, and 
protect me as I seek to follow your will in the efforts of my life today; in Jesus’s name.  
Amen.”  We will indeed need God’s help as we rebuild our church community following 
this period of uncertainty and separation.    


