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Greetings, Adult Class and anyone who wishes to join in on the “discussion.”  I hope that we are all doing 
well.  Below are notes that I prepared for the March 29 class.  As class members know, in class, I would make 
a number of the statements in the notes into questions for class discussion.  I guess these notes should best be 
understood as points that I would hope to rase in discussion.  I would welcome any response, or as I asked at 
the beginning of each class during my teaching days at Centre, “Questions, comments, arguments?” 
 
Today’s Scripture selection is 2 Kings 25:8-21  The story is about the Exile and the depths of despair of the 
Judahites exiles in Babylon from the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 586 BC to the return begin-
ning about 530 BC.  The discussion in the Adult Bible Studies book deals with trusting in God and believing 
in His presence during times of suffering.  In the Adult Sunday School Class we summarize the message for 
us in the lesson book and turn to Bible study to understand further the revelation of God in that scripture se-
lection.  We typically ask noted scholar Marcus Borg’s analytical question from his Reading the Bible Again 
for the First Time, “Why did the ancient Hebrews tell this story and why did they tell it in this way?”   
 
The 100 or so years that encompassed the years of exile in Babylon and the decades before and after (roughly 
600 - 500 BC) were a time of loss, of questioning the relationship of the chosen people to their God.   
 
The loss of identity, the doubts about the presence of God, and he despair of the Exile are expressed eloquent-
ly in Psalm 137.  The hope that God offers in such a time is expressed , also eloquently, by Second Isaiah, 
beginning at Chapter 40.  Babylon had destroyed Judah in 586 BC.  Jerusalem was leveled, the grand Temple 
that Solomon had built was completely destroyed and looted.   
 
Life was not particularly hard for the Judahites in Babylon, but, they had lost, or were in danger of losing, 
their very identity.  Was God no longer with them?  Was the God who had made them His chosen people less 
powerful than the Babylonian god?  Was the story that they had been ordered by God through Moses to re-
count to their children at Passover and the other holy days  not true?  Not the story of the creation of the world 
and everything in it?  Not the covenant that God had given to Abraham?  Not the Exodus and being given the 
Law at Sinai?  
 
This is why the Exile is so important for understanding the revelation of God in the totality of the Hebrew 
Bible.  Two rather distinct groups of spiritual leaders, the Deuteronomists and the Priestly Class, looked at the 
history of the people of Israel, the words of the prophets, the early Psalms, and tried to understand and then to 
explain what had gone wrong and why hope remained constant.   
 
They retold, edited, interpreted the early traditional stories - the Creation, the Exodus, the law-giving, the en-
try into the Promised Land - to answer the questions about the nature of God, about living with God, about the 
Covenant and the meaning of salvation as life with God.  They learned from and at times reinterpreted the 
prophets.  They told the story of Job and the story of Qoholet, the central character of Ecclesiastes, to try to 
understand why bad things happen to good people and how one must “seize the day” confident in the ultimate 
faithfulness, the righteousness, of God.   
 
It seems to me that, in reading virtually any part of the Old Testament, we must be aware of the influence of 
these often inspired writers of the Exile period.  Of course, we must be aware of the possibility of more self-
interested motives - such as attempting to create a theocracy with the Priestly Class in charge and closed to 
the outside world and its influences (e.g, forbidding the retuning Judahites from taking their Babylonian 
wives with them).  Politics, the “architectonic science” of Aristotle, is always a consideration.  
In sum, from the Exile we learn much of what we know about hope in despair, of the righteous and faithful 
presence of God.  I think that the message is relevant for the extreme, even existential, challenges of today.   
 
 
 
 


