
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli-Summer Activities 

I. Answer each question in complete sentences. 

1. What is Maniac's real first name? 

2. Who did he live with when his parents died? 

3. Why did he run away from them? 

4. To what town did he run to? 

5. Who was the first person to speak to Maniac in the new town? 

6. What did this person have that was of interest to Maniac? 

7. The town was racially divided, the east end was for ___________? 

8. In what sport did maniac  first show up and disrupt the game? 

9. Four high school bullies threw a young boy into the Finsterwald's ______________? 

10. Who struck out 16 batters in a row to break a record? 

11. What did he pitch to Maniac that wasn't a baseball? 

12. Who offered Maniac a bite of a candy bar? 

13. How did Maniac take a bite of the candy that surprised the boy? 

14. What was Maniac allergic to? 

15. What contest did maniac win at Cobble's Corner? 

16. What prize did he win? 

17. What did maniac teach the old man he befriended at the zoo? 

18.Who did Maniac find when he was sleeping in a cabin at Valley Forge? 

19. To where were these people running away? 

20. In the end, where was Maniac going to live? 

II. On standard, white sheet of copy paper, draw a picture of your 

favorite part of the book.  Be as imaginative as possible and include a 

3X5 note card, that includes your name, date, page number of where 

it is located as well as a short summary of your choice.    

 



Number the Stars by Lois Lowry-Summer Activities 

I. Write a good sentence for each vocabulary word. 

1. rucksack    6. rationed   11. caustic 

2. strident    7.kroner   12. permeated  

3. contempt    8. deftly 

4. exasperated   9. swastika 

5.wryly    10.brusque  

II. Pretend you are a reporter for your hometown newspaper.  Think of 

five interesting questions you would like to ask Ellen about her 

experiences.  Write out the five questions and then answer them as if 

you had gone through the same experiences.  

III. Write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) on which character you admired 

most from this story.  Please include their character traits as well as 

why you chose them.of   On standard    


