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For the 2021-2022 school year, masks will not be mandated for this school year, unless otherwise 
notified.  If there is a reason that HCA Administration feels a mandate is temporarily necessary to ensure 
the safety of our students, they are at liberty to change and adjust this decision.   

HCA debated 2 options this year: 1 – do not offer online classes and mandate a mask or 2- offer online 
classes and do not mandate mask wearing but allow wearing masks to be optional to parents/students.  
We chose to go with option 2 for this school year.    

HCA will continue to do its best to keep classes as apart from one another as possible, although, junior 
high and high school will have some classes mixed with other junior high and high school classes. 
Temperature checks in the morning will continue, as well as proper hand washing education and 
sanitizing stations in the classroom. 

If a student/staff member who has been on campus tests positive for COVID 19, the school will notify 
the parents of those in the same class(es) of the positive result, while adhering to confidentiality 
requirements of ADA and FERPA. Those students who may or may not have had direct contact with the 
person who tested positive for COVID 19 will then be allowed to join class in person or online for the 
next 5-10 days.  Parents are asked to directly notify the teacher if the student will be joining online, so 
that instruction plans may be made. 

A COVID 19 positive student may return to class as guided by the CDC, which is after a negative test 
result or 10 days after a positive test result for asymptomatic persons or 14 days after the first symptom 
began.  Please visit the CDC website to get more detailed information on when it is safe to return to 
work/school after a COVID 19 positive test result. 

If evidence of COVID 19 spread at school appear, a class/grade may be asked to remain at home for the 
proper number of exposure days has passed.  Praise God, last year although we had COVID 19 cases, we 
did not see proof of school spread.  We expect the same of this year. 

If a student/staff has been directly exposed (CDC defines exposed as 15 min or more of being within 5 ft 
of a COVID 19 infected person) to someone with COVID 19 outside of school, HCA Administration asks 
that we be notified as soon as exposure is known and the administration will give further guidance on 
attendance at school, based on the possible exposure.  HCA Admin reserves the right to ask a 
student/staff to remain at home if exposure has occurred. 

Parents must ensure that they do not send students with COVID 19 symptoms or a COVID 19 positive 
test result to school until the time of quarantine has passed.  Likewise, they must ensure to let the 
school administration know of the symptoms, exposure, or positive test result. 

While COVID 19 has been around for over a year now, it is still very new, and protocol can change 
depending on what is taking place in the community around us.  We have looked at TEA guidelines, CDC 
guidelines, local, state, and federal guidelines and have based our protocol on many of these.  While 



other schools have gone to the extreme of suing state officials in order to be able to mandate masks, we 
felt that offering online classes to those who do not feel comfortable around others who are not 
wearing a mask was a better option for us. Students and staff are encouraged to wear a mask if they feel 
it to be important, but they are not required to do so.  

We are all in this together and it takes both HCA and parents to be vigilant in our children’s health, 
always keeping an eye out for even the slightest possible symptom, testing when needed and informing 
each other if a positive result occurs.  We ask for your patience and support as we navigate through this 
school year, but mostly we ask for your prayer of agreement for a healthy, safe, and productive school 
year.  We believe the best place for our students to learn is at school and therefore we encourage those 
who are healthy and strong, to come to class and those who may be exhibiting symptoms to remain at 
home and join online until a negative test result is received, or symptoms are gone (as per CDC 
guidelines on returning to work/school).  Let’s believe God for another successful school year, just like 
we had last year. 

 


