Dear CUMC Family,
I write to you this month in the midst of a turbulent time in our country. We find
ourselves in the midst of political struggles, racial conflicts, and natural disasters. My first
thought, like many others, is ‘God, why? Why are you allowing us to move into this amount of
crazy corruption?’ Again and again I ask God why and time after time God comes back with
the scripture passage from Esther 4:14—“14For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief
and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family
will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’”
Although life seems turbulent, upset, and sometimes hopeless, there is no better time to
have Jesus on our side. See, the thing that separates Christians from the rest of the world is that
we have the assurance that life is not over, there is a way out of our mess, and that we have
purpose. Unfortunately, we don’t always live with this on our mind. This is exactly what
Esther’s scripture is talking about though…Here is what we learn:
1. We are going to get through this…eventually, there will be an end to turmoil and strife
for it only lasts for a season.
2. We have a stake in the outcome…the choice of hope is ours:
a. We can sit around and do nothing and the outcome is that our world will work
through the mess but we will all perish—much like the Israelites in the desert…
b. We can proclaim the name of Christ, live out our proclamation, and be a part of the
victory as we celebrate the joy of new life now and for eternity.
3. Finally, we are royalty called to bring change to the world. You are a child of God, the
most High King—that makes us princes and princesses…royalty. With this power comes
hope. Our time is now to proclaim the name of Jesus, WITHOUT RESERVATION, so
that the whole world knows the assurance that we have.
Last week while we were away on vacation we had the opportunity to spend time with
people from different parts of the country, people from India, Amish people, other races, and
people of other faith traditions—Jews, Hindi, Muslims. They were our neighbors. On Tuesday
night we got a knock on our door saying that the river was rising and we needed to evacuate
now! We left. We were safe as we spent the night in a restaurant parking lot. When the waters
receded, we had a new look at life and a new hope. If it wasn’t for our neighbors, we could
have been without hope.
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In the coming weeks as we journey together through our chaos, remember that you have
been called for such a time as this. As the water recedes in Texas and Louisiana a new life will
be revealed. As light shines again in Charlottesville a new life is revealed. As another session
of politics begins on Capitol Hill a new life is revealed. Remember who our neighbors are,
remember your calling to proclaim the name of Jesus, and be the change that the world needs so
that together we can make it a better place. Without our neighbors last week, my family would
have been left without hope.
With you in the journey,
Pastor Chad

Church Family News
Congratulations to Barb and Andy Passmore on their wedding, Saturday
– July 29th. Your church family wishes you the best on your new life
together.

We celebrate with the twenty-two (22) women who attended a “Closer
Walk” on August 25-27 in Canandaigua. This was a time to deepen their
relationship with God and experience the ways God is calling them to
deeper faith and discipleship.
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September 13th

Barb Passmore
Candi Thompson
Sherry Blanchard
Amanda Bathrick
Michael Dunn
Myrna Hawbaker

September 17th
September 19th
September 27th

September 3rd
September 18th

Jim and Myrna Hawbaker
Ron and Kathy Begell

Faith goes beyond reason.
Faith is beyond what you can see.
It is as real as anything can touch or
feel.

United Methodist Women (UMW)
UMW meets once the second Monday of each month.
We invite you to come to a meeting.
This was the Treasurer’s report as of July 17th :
Balance 6/12/17
Meeting Fund
Subtotal
No Expenses
Memorial Dinner Fund
Total
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$746.52
$ 50.00
$796.52
$509.39
$1282.13

Do You Know What Happens in 2018?
CUMC turns 185 years old!!
In 1853, according to minutes, it was resolved to “raise one shilling for the worn
out preachers” (the beginning of the pastor pension system). In 1863 there were
five (5) Sunday Schools, held at former school houses and church. This involved
sixty officers and teachers with two hundred fifty (250) Sunday school participants,
of all ages. Services were not held during the winter months.
In 1904, according to book of Subscriptions, it was agreed to pay for building the
present church at a cost of $5,530.00 with $1,095.00 for furnishings. The stained
glass windows were purchased from Messers of Rochester at a cost of $270.00 (in
1980 House of Glass valued these windows at $32,965.00-but would irreplaceable).
The pews and pulpit were purchased from Wabash Co. of Chicago at a cost of
$360.00, the two pulpit chairs at $22.00. The organ was purchased for $100.00
with a $3.00 freight charge. In 1980, a new Allen Classic 20 organ was purchased
at a cost of $6,000.00 with only $2,456.00 coming from the church budget. The
remainder was raised by the Organ Task Force. In 1981, ninety feet of the
driveway was black-topped, the narthex was papered, paneled and varnished
(volunteer labor), and the Epworth league room was refurbished with a new
ceiling, carpeting and paneling at a cost of $1,210.00

Beginning in October
Many of us have been reading the Bible and studying scripture for perhaps
decades, but how many of us have successfully read the Bible cover to cover?
How many of us have trouble placing people and events in the correct order and
remembering how the connect to our story?
Beginning October 1st, we are going to engage in a 31 week church-wide study
called THE STORY. Throughout this time, each family will receive a copy of THE
STORY and will be asked to read along with a narrative version of the Bible each
week as we discover the story of God and Humanity together.
More details soon!
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Annual Conference (June – 2017) Summary
By Dave Huber
Bishop Mark J. Webb led opening worship with the theme
“Together in Prayer: Trusting That God is Enough”.
He used Biblical examples of those who overcame hardships by trusting God is
enough. Holy Communion with ashes was available during this worship.
There were other worship services in the evenings and the morning service was
led by the Young Adults. Rev. Russell Pierce, Interim Executive Director for
Communications – General Board of Global Ministries reported the financial
contributions made to the various ministries. Bishop Webb was presented with a
plaque in recognition for the Conference’s “faithful partnership”, in contributing
more than any other Conference in the Northeast jurisdiction.
The following recommendations were supported by vote:
Board of Pension recommended a 2% increase for 2018 and retired and allowing
disabled and retired clergy to claim their church pension or disability income as
a housing exclusion (this is voted on each year).
Equitable Compensation recommended a 1.8% salary increase.
Offerings were taken at various sessions:
Helping Hands - $4,323.64; Clergy Care Fund - $4,840.94;
Mission Central - $9,429.43
The second day began with a study led by the Rev. Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean and
focused on missional entrepreneurship. The trustees reported that the new
conference building was completed more than $12,000 UNDER budget. They
also reported the discontinuation of six churches across the conference, and the
renewal of the church insurance program without increasing premiums.
James Cogman, a certified Lay Servant in the Baltimore Washington Conference
is currently pursuing his Masters in Divinity at Yale University. He attributed his
many successes to the Ministry Shares that help support the Black College Fund.
At the plenary sessions, resolutions which were announced on the website and at
preconference briefings were voted on. Bishop Webb leads these sessions using
Roberts Rules of Order and Holy Conferencing Principals. These sessions create
much discussion (many times with disagreements) but are always balanced and
done respectfully.
We ended the conference by attending the ordination of Rev. Chad Michael
Sayers. Pastor Chad was involved in coordinating and implementing the worship
services throughout the annual conference session.
The few days there were full and busy, with a lot of thinking involved.
It is rewarding to talk with others on this faithful journey.
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With the summer season quickly approaching, it is sometimes difficult to ensure
that your tithe check reaches the church. We want to remind you that online giving is
available using your Realm account or through the church website. Online giving
allows you to give you tithe or offering using a credit card, debit card or electronic
check. This can be a one time event or you are also able to set up a schedule for
‘automatic giving’. To use online giving, sign on to your Realm account and click on the
giving tab on the left. Next, press the ‘Give’ button on the upper left of the screen.
After pressing the ‘Give’ button, the ‘Give Now’ screen will appear. Fill out the
required information and when complete, press the ‘Give’ button at the lower left of the
screen and the transaction will be processed. To use Online giving from the website,
go to www.catonumc.org. Find the ‘Announcements’ box on the right and click on the
link for Online giving. This will bring up the page for ‘Give to the Caton United
Methodist Church’. To use this method, you must have a valid E-mail address. At
this point, you may sign into your Realm account or process your giving as a Guest.
If you have any questions, please contact Don Haussener at 607-524-6784 or
Brenda Swanson at 607-524-6715.

Mountainview District Day with Bishop Webb
Thursday – September 7th 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Avoca UMC
Ride Sharing is Available – See Brenda
Bishop Webb is a fabulous messenger of God’s Love and Faith we
are encouraging all to attend
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Sunday
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Monday

Wednesday

5
4:00pm - Mobile
Food Truck
Lindley-Presho
UMC
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11
1:00pm UMW
5:00pm
Worship
Planning

12
12:00 noon
Caton Seniors
7:00pm
Leadership
Team

13

17
8:15am Praise
Band Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
UM Student Day
Offering
10:30am
Fellowship

18
5:00pm
Worship
Planning

19
6:30pm
Pantry of
Angels BOD

20
5:00pm
Ladies Nite Out
Sorges

24

25

8:15am
Band Rehearsal
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
4:30pm Salvation
Army Dinner

5:00pm
Worship
Planning

8:15am Praise
Band Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship

10
8150am Praise
Band Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship

4
Happy
Labor
Day
Office Closed

Tuesday

Thursday

7
5:30pm
Alcoholics
Anonymous
No Praise Band
Rehearsal
6:30pm-8:30pm
District Day
with Bishop
Webb
Avoca UMC
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No Worship
Planning

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

5:30pm
Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Praise Band
Rehearsal

21
5:30pm
Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

26

27

28
5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

Caton United Methodist Church www.catonumc.org
11186 Hendy Hollow Road
catonumc@stny.rr.org
Corning, NY 14830
Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 2:00 – 5:00pm
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Pastor Chad Sayers
Phone: 518-791-5648
chad@fredoniafirst.org

Caton United Methodist Church
11189 Hendy Hollow Rd.
Corning, NY 14830

Check out what’s inside…
- Pastor Chad’s Note…….p.1
- CUMC Family News…….p.2
- Calendar…………………….p.7
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