“[God] has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, [God]
has put a sense of past and future into their minds…I know that
whatever God does endures for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all should stand in
awe before him.”
~Ecclesiastes 3:11-14
Dear CUMC Family,
As we head into the ‘fall’ season, this is an important time in our church calendar. This is
the time of year where we intentionally focus on what God has done amongst us as we plan for
where God is calling us to be in the coming year. This is the time where we set new leadership,
plan out our financial commitments, decide on the ministries that bear the most fruit for God’s
Kingdom and how we are going to support them in a way that glorifies God and fulfills the
calling God has placed on us together.
This year, 2016, has been an interesting transition year in the life of CUMC. We began
the year by finishing a building project on the parsonage, we had some staff changes as we
welcomed Brenda into the office, our support of the food pantry has tripled, we made a
connection with the local Habitat for Humanity, we have participated in Bible Studies, street
festivals, other community organizations, and behind the scenes we have been supporting many
people through assistance, prayers, our presence, etc.
I said that this year has been a transition year because we have also had some other
changes that have occurred. In 2015, giving and worship attendance rose. In 2016, we have
seen a shift back to our 2013 numbers in both categories. Our worship attendance has been
fluxuating by almost 20 people each week—from 70 to 50 and back. Our giving is behind by
almost $13,000 from last year.
I said that this is a transition year because as we plan for 2017 it is our job, as faithful
stewards of God’s resources, to make some decisions that help us grow as a community of faith,
help us make disciples of Jesus Christ, help us live together within our means, and help us to
focus on where God is calling us to use our gifts. I want to reiterate that I strongly believe that
God is not done with CUMC. I believe that God is calling us, TOGETHER, to move into a new
chapter of our life where our faithfulness increases, our discipleship (moving closer to Jesus)
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becomes contagious, God’s presence among us is overwhelming, and where people will truly
know that we are Christians by our love. Friends, it is time for CUMC to make some noise in
our community and remind Caton that Jesus came for them, died for them, and now lives so that
we can live too!
What can you do to grow your faith and build God’s Kingdom?!?! First, we can’t give
what we don’t have. It is necessary for each of us to continue our faith development. We
should all be participating in daily Bible Reading, group Bible Study, we should be looking for
God at work in the world around us, and we should be gathering with other Christians for
fellowship, encouragement, and the sharing of our hope in Jesus together.
Second, you should be praying. I find that it is awful hard to carry a relationship with
anybody if we neglect to take the time to get to know the person. In our marriages, one of the
leading causes for trouble has to do with the lack of communication. When we fail to
communicate with each other, we build barriers between us and our spouse. This concept is
also true with our relationship with Christ—when we fail to communicate with Christ, a barrier
develops. “Well Pastor Chad, I don’t know what to say…” I have heard it 1000s of times!
Here is the deal—remember that first time you were charged with contacting your first
crush?!?! You stuttered, you hesitated, you got all hot and sweaty and nervous, and perhaps
your voice squeaked…then you grew up and now as an adult you are able to talk to all sorts of
people without hesitation and with some degree of comfort. Friends, the more that we engage
in our relationship with Jesus, the more God will supply the words, the needs, and all that we
are lacking.
Finally, the hardest task. I am calling you to get involved. It is so easy to criticize, to
judge, or to become unhappy with the way things are going. Friends, here is the Good News:
The church is not composed of one or two of us, the church is not just the building and the
parking lot, the church is not a program or a certain ministry—the church is US doing life
TOGETHER and exercising our commitment to Jesus Christ in such a way that we are bringing
other people together to share in the same hope that we have. When one or two of us exclude
ourselves from participation, we are voluntarily building a barrier between us and other people
like us!! We are not taking advantage of all that God has offered to us. I’m calling on you to
get involved or continue to be involved by doing what you are currently doing AND trying
something new in this upcoming year.
Friends, God is making something new and we are in a time of transition. This is an
opportunity to grow as a Christian and to make YOUR church YOUR CHURCH.
With you along the journey,

Pastor Chad
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Caton Family/Community News
Caton Fire Department is once again selling the monthly birthday calendars.
If interested please contact Joe O’Brian 607-368-9860 or Barb O’Brian 607-368-5243
Congratulations to Mike and Ann Cary
Proud grandparents of Elizabeth Anne Peterson Born – September 13th
Parents are Erin and Cameron Peterson
Lucretia West has a show of her paintings at 171 Cedar Arts Center
during the month of October. October 7th is the Open House from 5-7 pm
All are welcome
Jesika and Joshua King were married on Saturday, September 24th
Jesika is the granddaughter of John and Brenda Swanson
We wish Jesika and Joshua many years of happiness
Caton Fire Department will have an open house
On October 12th from 5-7 pm
Caton Fire Department is hosting a
Suicide Prevention Clinic
On Wednesday – November 2nd at 7:00 pm
Location: Caton United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall

Thank You for making the Ice Cream Social a success!
Approximately 35 people attended and raised $326.00
There was lots of laughter, and best of all good food was had by all.
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This fall, the CUMC finance team will be introducing a new way for CUMC members to
track their giving and receive their end of the year tax form. We have moved our membership
and financial software to an online program that allows all members to access their own giving
as the church receives it.
During the month of October, you will be receiving an e-mail from the Caton United
Methodist Church with a link to www.onrealm.org. This is our software vendor. You will be
asked to join the online community of CUMC by clicking the link. This program is safe. When
you click the link, it will ask you a series of steps such as create a password (follow instructions
on screen), certify that you are NOT a robot, verify a piece of personal information(i.e. birthday
month and date), and verify your email. These questions are important because the site is
secure and they want to be sure you are you. Once you have logged on to www.onrealm.org
you will be able to examine your own giving, update your personal information, and print your
end of the year tax return form. As we seek to manage the resources God has given us, it is our
hope that each household will be able to print their own tax return. This saves paper, envelopes,
and lots of stamps.
Please be on the lookout for your e-mail invite in the coming weeks. As always, if there
are any questions or hesitations, please call Brenda in the church office at 524-6715 or Don
Haussener at 524-6784.

Birthdays
10/14
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/31

Anniversaries

Kathy Dunn
Jen Webber
Marilyn Nehring
Kim Clark
Margie Hess

10/11
10/28
10/30
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Jeff and Deanna Palyun
Dan and Iva Jenkins
Don and Joan Haussener

Blood Drive
Monday – October 3rd
1:00 – 9:00 pm
Volunteers and Snacks Needed
Sign Up Sheet in Community Room
Questions See Joan Haussener

May Your Words of truth
and life
be on our lips. Help us
sprinkle
the salt of grace on those
we
converse with, making them
want more of You.
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Archbishop and Mrs. Joseph Oche Job visited
CUMC on Sunday – September 11th .
Archbishop Job thanked us for the monetary gift
which allowed him to purchase a water tanker.
This water tanker provides clean drinking water to
several surrounding communities near Nigeria
Thank you to Myrna and Jim Hawbaker for
hosting them while they visited Caton
We were honored to have
Willie Santiago and the
Cuba Connection Ministries on
Sunday – September 25th.
Willie explained that even though
we don’t realize it but the mission
work we do in Cuba presents the love
God has for his all of his children.
Willie stressed the importance of
being grateful what we have because it
is much more than a lot of people in
Cuba.

CUMC Harvest Dinner
Saturday – October 24th
4:30 – 6:30 pm
Sign Up Sheet in Community Room
Questions see Pat Robbins or Kathy Dunn
Cost: Adults - $9/Children under 12 - $5
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the
money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such
congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their
relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of
their incomes.
The CUMC Leadership Team has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship
education emphasis this year.
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give
for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.
Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.
New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday (Sunday November 13, 2016), we are asking
our attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary,
benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world.
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by
attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel
strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels
personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will not do any home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship
our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members
making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Leadership Team.
Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make
every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.
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The Caton UMC will be sponsoring a bus trip to see the Collingsworth Family at the First
Baptist Church of Danville in Danville, PA!
When: November 13, 2016
Time:
Gathering and Ticket check at 12:45pm
Bus leaves CUMC at 1pm
Concert at 6pm
Return to CUMC approx 11pm
Cost:
Adults: $65
Children Under 10: $55
What does the price include?
Bus Trip
Dinner at Perkins in Danville
Tickets to the Concert
Gratuity for Driver and Waitstaff.
You must reserve each seat with a $30 non-refundable deposit by Sunday October 9th.
The remaining trip balance will be due no later than Monday October 21st.
If there are questions, please contact Brenda in the church office - 607-524-6715.

It’s That Time Of Year
Again…
Fall Church Clean Up
Saturday – October 29th
8:00 am – 12:00 noon
Bring buckets, gloves, rags and
cleaning supplies
Need volunteers to clean inside
and outside
There is a job for everyone!!
Caton United Methodist Church
11186 Hendy Hollow Road
Corning, NY 14830
www.catonumc.org
catonumc@stny.rr.org

Pastor Chad Sayers
Phone: 518-791-5648
chad@fredoniafirst.org
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
World
Communion
Sunday
8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
9
8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
16
Student Day
8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
23
8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
5:00pm Salvation
Army Dinner
30
8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship

3
10am – Bible
Study
1-9pm - Blood
Drive
6pm – Worship
Planning
7pm – Bible
Study

4
7pm –
Nominations
Committee

10
10:00 am
Bible Study
1:00pm
UMW
6:00 pm
Worship
Planning
7:00 pm
Bible Study
17
10:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Worship
Planning
7:00 pm
Bible Study
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24
10:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Worship
Planning
7:00 pm
Bible Study

5

6
5:00pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

7

8

14

15

21

22

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

12:00 Caton
Seniors
6pm
Nominations
Committee
7:00 pm
Leadership
Team
18

12

13
5:00pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

19

20

6:30 – 8:30 pm
Evening of
Prayers &
Witness
7pm
Nominations
Committee
25

5:00pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

Harvest Dinner
(Roast Beef)
4:30 – 6:30pm

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

26

27
5:00pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

31
No Bible Study
Or Worship
Planning
Happy
Halloween
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28

29
8:00am – 12:00
Fall Church
Clean Up

Caton United Methodist Church
11189 Hendy Hollow Rd.
Corning, NY 14830

-
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