Dear CUMC Family,
Spring has finally sprung! The birds are back and laying eggs. The trees are in full bloom
(Kleenex is gaining a few more customers). Some of us are on our second or third mowing.
New life seems to be popping up all around us…but let’s be honest…after a long dormant
winter there is A LOT of work to be done.
With all the busyness and the change of season, one aspect of our lives that is often
overlooked is our own self-care. Of course we need to do all the things that the doctors say:
don’t over-do it, drink plenty of fluids, etc… but we also must pay attention to matters of our
Spiritual Self-care.
As Christians, we have a relationship with God who loves us unconditionally. No matter
what we do, God’s love never ends, never fails, never stops, never leaves…you get the
point…right?!?! But here’s the deal, like any positive relationship there is a certain amount of
give and take that must occur in order for our relationship to remain strong.
I just finished reading a book called The Attentive Life by Leighton Ford. In this book,
Ford encourages the reader to find God at work in all parts of our life. He divides the day into
the 5 traditional prayer hours of the monks and says that whether you are fresh or tired,
working or meditating, praying or listening, God is at work and often times we do not take the
time to notice. Here are some things that I gleaned from his book:
As Christians, we are called to live a life patterned by Christ. A life not shaped by inner
compulsions or captive to outer expectations, but drawn by the inner voice of love. To walk
this path of faith we need to learn both to be still and to go (or grow) deeper. So how do we
be still and grow at the same time? We attend to our Godliness and pay attention to what
God is doing around us.
From the time we were children we were told to ‘pay attention’ (anyone relate?!!?) as if
this were the simplest thing in the world. But in fact attentiveness is one of the most difficult
concepts to grasp and one of the hardest disciplines to learn. We are a very distractible
people in a very distracting world. But as we read through the scriptures, they remind us to be
still, reflect, remember, and bask in God’s presence.
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Here is what happens: As we become consumed in outside activities or the busyness of
our schedules, we tend to shy away from our Spiritual workouts. Devotionals are left on the
shelf. Scripture reading is saved for a day when we have more time. We become confident
that worship services will still be there next fall when our schedule lightens up. Perhaps all of
this is true but…our relationship with God can only grow stronger when we exercise our
Spiritual practices. Just like in the beginning when we were reminded of the doctor’s orders—
drink water, don’t overextend yourself…--when we fail to exercise our spiritual muscles the
confidence in our faith is diminished.
As you get ready and gear up for the summer busy season, be attentive to your spiritual
practices that draw you closer to God. Some of you reading this might say that you haven’t
been good at these practices…well…perhaps this is a good time to start.  I leave you with
these words today from a postage stamp published in post—WWII France: “Attention is the
only faculty of the soul which gives us access to God.”
With You on the Journey,
Pastor Chad

Online Giving
With the summer season quickly approaching, it is sometimes difficult to ensure that your
tithe check reaches the church. We want to remind you that online giving is available using
your Realm account or through the church website. Online giving allows you to give your tithe
or offering using a credit card, debit card or electronic check. This can be a one time event or
you are also able to set up a schedule for ‘automatic giving’.
To use online giving, sign on to your Realm account and click on the giving tab on the
left. Next, press the ‘Give’ button on the upper left of your screen. After pressing the Give
button, the ‘Give Now’ screen will appear. Fill out the required information and when
complete, press the ‘Give’ button at the lower left of the screen and the transaction will be
processed.
To use Online giving from the website, go to www.catonumc.org. Find the
‘Announcements’ box on the right and click on the link for Online giving. This will bring up
the page for ‘Give to the Caton United Methodist Church’. To use this method, you must have
a valid E-mail address. At this point, you may sign into your Realm account or process your
giving as a Guest.
If you have any questions, please contact Don Haussener at 607-524-6784 or Brenda
Swanson at 607-524-6715.
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Church Family News
Bob Blanchard attended the “Closer Walk of Upper New York State” in
Boonville on April 20th until April 23rd.
Attendance was made up of twenty-five (25) men from various denominations
plus 15 participation candidates.
The attendees sing, worship, eat, and fellowship for 72 hours
with no outside communication.

May 4th
May 6th
May 11th

Ed Petillon
Pastor Chad
Joan Haussener
Bob/Butch/Twaz Thompson
Andy Webber

May 18th

May 8th

Connie and Guy Powell
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Camp Scholarships
CUMC, once again, will again be supporting kids who wish to
attend one of our church sponsored camps. Parents will enroll
students into the camp of their choice and pay the
$75.00 registration fee. Once your child is enrolled, please
submit your bill to the church and the church will pay up to
$350.00 on your tuition, per child.
These scholarships are made possible through the generous
donations of people who realize the power of camp!

Wood Splitting Party
There is a pile of wood that needs to be split and stacked.
So we are having a wood splitting party on
Saturday – May 6th starting at 8:00am.
The only thing you need to bring are your gloves, muscles
and lots of fun and laughter.

Salvation Army Dinner
Sunday – May 21st @ 5:00 pm
Sign Up Sheet on Announcement Table in Fellowship Room
Questions See Linda Riley
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Easter Lilies
In Memory Of
Bill Anderson

Given By
Jolene Anderson and family

Maynard and Darrell VanEtten

Kathy BeGell

Grandson – Garrett Blanchard

Larry and Sherry Blanchard
Uncle Jeremy Blanchard
Uncle Gregg Blanchard

Chris Phenes

Lillian Crooker

Lois Crooker

Phil Crooker

Loved Ones

Jerry and Margie Hess

Loved Ones

Don and Joan Haussener

John and Elizabeth Hill

Iva Jenkins and
Connie Powell

Edna and Family

Bob Lord

Carlton and Lenora Riesbeck
Raymond Riesbeck

Marilyn Nehring

Mike and Florence Pavlick
Art and Norma Webster

Mick and Kay Pavlick
and their family

Helen and Clyde Smith
Ruth & Norman Smith
Baby Garrett Blanchard

Bob and Shirley Smith

Our Parents

John and Brenda Swanson

Mother – Danielle Swanson

Summer Swanson

Dave Ross and Our Parents

Bob and Candi Thompson

In Honor Of

Given By

Melanie, Agnes, Charles,
and Ruth Cary
Henrietta Snow

Mike and Ann Cary
and Family

Our Church Family

Dave and Nancy Huber
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Mission Projects
Blood Drive
Monday – May 8th
1:30 – 6:30 pm
If you would like to donate blood,
Please see Joan Haussener or Kathy Force
Sign up sheet will be available
Sunday – April 30th and Sunday – May 7th
Note: Kathy Force will be heading up future Blood
Drives. She will do a wonderful job and will need the
support that everyone gave to me (Joan Haussener).

Let Our Garden Grow!!

From May 7th to May 28th we will be ‘planting
our garden.’ The goal is for our garden to consist of
300 cans of carrots, beans, corn, peas, tomatoes and
mixed vegetables.
All canned vegetables will be
donated to “Pantry of Angels”
Come watch our garden ‘grow’ in the Fellowship Room

Saturday – May 20th
8:00am – 12:00 noon
More hands make light work
Bring work gloves
All other supplies will be provided
There’s something for everyone to do
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
10:00am
Bible Study
6:00pm
Worship
Planning
7:00pm
Bible Study

2
9:00am
Mobile Food
Truck
Lindley Presho
UMC
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4
5:30pm
Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Praise Band
Rehearsal

5

6
8:00am
Wood
Splitting
Party
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8

9

10

11

12

13

8:15am Praise
Band Rehearsal
8:30am Children’s
Sunday School
9:30am Worship
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
Vegetable Garden

10:00am
Bible Study
1:00pm UMW
1:30-6:30pm
Blood Drive
7:00pm
Bible Study

12:00 noon
Caton Seniors

14

15

17
5:30pm
Ladies Nite
Out
Olive Garden

19

10:00am
Bible Study
6:00pm
Worship
Planning

16
6:30 pm
Pantry of
Angels Board
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8150am Praise
Band Rehearsal
8:30am Children’s
Sunday School
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
Vegetable Garden

20
8:00am – 12:00
Spring
Clean Up

21

22
6:00pm
Worship
Planning

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:00am
Band Rehearsal
8:30am Children’s
Sunday School
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
Blessing of the
Vegetable Garden

Happy
Memorial Day

8:15am Praise
Band Rehearsal
8:30am Children’s
Sunday School
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
Vegetable Garden
5:00pm Salvation
Army Dinner

5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Praise
Band Rehearsal

7:00pm
Bible Study

5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Praise Band
Rehearsal

5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal
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Church Office
Closed

Caton United Methodist Church www.catonumc.org
11186 Hendy Hollow Road
catonumc@stny.rr.org
Corning, NY 14830
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Pastor Chad Sayers
Phone: 518-791-5648
chad@fredoniafirst.org

Caton United Methodist Church
11189 Hendy Hollow Rd.
Corning, NY 14830

Check out what’s inside…
- Pastor Chad’s Note…….p.1
- CUMC Family News…….p.3
- Calendar…………………….p.7
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