Springtime is full of new beginnings! Sometimes new beginnings are welcomed and sometimes they can be
difficult and take some adjustment. This time of year I am reminded of that old English poem that is often
recited as we prepare for a wedding...it begins like this: "Something old, something new..." The poem describes
some steps that a bride should take as she prepares herself for her upcoming wedding. It is said that if she takes
these steps, God will bless her marriage and family. Friends, we know that this is folklore and that God is
anxiously waiting to pour out blessing upon all creation!
I share this folktale to say that we are beginning something old and something new here at Caton UMC.
Many people have commented on the fact that we haven't had a newsletter since September of 2014. At the
time, the information that we were producing and the product that came out needed some work. In the end, it
became challenging to produce a newsletter that would accurately represent CUMC due to our circumstances at
that time. Springtime is a time of new beginnings!
This publication will be the first of a monthly newsletter distribution. Because of where God is calling us
to be today, this newsletter will have some familiar sections as well as some new features that we will be
implementing in the coming months. You can expect to see a monthly column from the pastor, a calendar of
events, articles detailing the ways we have been in ministry, and upcoming opportunities to serve God's
Kingdom. Some new features you can expect in the coming months include: detailed financial news, a 'getting
to know you column', resources to help us keep up with the UMC around the world, and many other
possibilities.
In addition to the content changes, most of you are reading this digitally! God calls the Church to be good
stewards of our resources and to be efficient. One way that we are cutting back on our budget, resources, and
our carbon footprint has been to regulate how much we are printing. By moving to an online/digital approach
we are able to send out almost twice as many newsletters and reduce our budget by about $1,100/year from
what we were doing.
What can you do to help? As we are living into this new vision we are asking that you are flexible and
that you help us grow together? We welcome constructive feedback as we are trying to reach as many people as
possible. If you have suggestions regarding features that you would like to see, let us know that too! If you
have something to contribute, please send it to the church office no later than the 20th of the month prior to
publication. (Out of respect for Brenda and the work she does, anything submitted after the 20th will wait until
the following month). One other thing...for this to be a success, communication is crucial! Please be sure all
your information is kept up to date by notifying the office or simply including the new info in the Worship Pads
on Sunday morning.
I am excited to work with you as we tell the story of what God is doing in Caton. Until next month, be
blessed and be a blessing to others!
Pastor Chad
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.---Jeremiah 29:11

Caton Family News
Congratulations
Bob & Shirley Smith!
The Caton UMW recognized Bob and Shirley Smith. Sunday, May 8th for their
dedication to and support of CUMC and the Caton community for a countless
number of years. They were recognized and honored at the UMW District Dinner
held at Watson Homestead on Monday, May 16th.

Congratulations
Julianne Dunn!
On Friday, May 13th Julianne Dunn graduated from SUNY Cortland
with a Masters Degree in Adaptive Physical Education.
We wish her the best in all her future endeavors.

Congratulations to the Caton United Methodist Women!
On Monday, May 16th the
Caton UMW were recognized as a Five Star Mission Unit.
The Caton UMW has participated in
and worked on five of the mission projects required by UMW.
What a great honor for the Caton UMW!!!

Toilet Paper Tree House

Have you ever
been somewhere and needed toilet paper
when none was available? This could be
the beginning of a very bad day. The
Pantry of Angels has asked us if we
would collect toilet paper for those in
need. This is not an item that can be
purchased with government assistance or
through the food bank. We stepped up to
the challenge. We are building a tree
house to the ceiling with bundles of toilet
paper. Blessing of the toilet paper tree
house will be on Sunday, June 5th.

Blood Drive Results
On Monday, May 9th – 37 units of blood
were collected to help save 111 lives.
Thank You to the blood donors!!!
The blood donors and the American Red
Cross staff commented that they enjoy
coming to our blood drive because it is
one of the most organized, hospitable,
and we have the best food ever.
Thank You to all the volunteers, and
those who provided food!!!
A special Thank You to Joan Haussener
for coordinating and organizing the
blood drive!!!

Silent Auction
The Caton UMW will be sponsoring a
silent auction on Sunday, June 19th
and Sunday, June 26th.
Proceeds will benefit the
Cuba Mission Project
Any questions see Connie Powell

June Birthdays
Michael (Alex) Clark
Jessica Sayers
Nancy Huber
Evelyn Gridley
Elaine Stewart

6/8
6/12
6/17
6/20
6/28

Sending birthday wishes to all those who were
born in June.
If your name is not listed, please contact the
church office to update our records.

“ Our call is to a holy confidence and
humble dependence: we are to walk
through life with our heads high, knowing
it is
Jesus who loves us and qualifies us
for His purposes.”
Susie
Larson

Camp Scholarships
It’s camp time again!!!
The snow is slowing, the geese are honking,
the lakes are thawing and kids are examining
the brochures for camp! The Caton UMC will
once again be supporting kids who wish to
attend one of our church sponsored camps.
Here is the procedure: Parents will enroll
students into the camp of their choice and pay
the $75 registration fee.
Once your child is enrolled, please submit
your bill to the church and the church will pay
up to $350 on your tuition, per child.
These scholarships are made possible through
the generous donations of people who realize
the power of camp!
Later, in the spring we will host a dinner to
help ensure that we can continue to send kids
to camp for many years to come!

Life Line Community Health
Friday, July 29th the Caton UMC
will host a life line screening.
This wellness visit helps you
build a plan for better health.
Cost for five screenings is $149.
To register for your screening
Please call 888-653-6450 or
LifeLineScreening.com/community partners

A Note from our Treasurer…
The Caton UMC Church annual budget is about $120,000, give or take $10,000 depending on special
projects such as elevator, new carpet, and parsonage repair. Part of our budget goes to support the Local
Annual Conference and National United Methodist Church organization and its programs. The national
organization and programs are funded under an item called Ministry Shares. The Ministry Share fund
provides ministry support in Upper New York such as general administration functions, pastoral support,
Youth Camps, and local mission work. (If you haven’t visited some of our UMC upstate camp facilities please
make an effort to attend open house events listed in ‘Camps and Conferences’ brochure in the narthex.)
Some of the worldwide ministries include Africa University, the Black College Fund, and worldwide
humanitarian crisis relief. Up until 2016, we havefaithfully paid ministry shares in full.
In 2016, we have paid Caton UMC Salaries, Insurance, Electric & Gas, Phone, Internet, Standard
Publications, and all other local church bills. However we haven’t paid any Ministry Shares ($1217/mo.) or
Retiree Benefits ($115/mo.) at all this year. The UMC provides our retired ministers their ‘Social Security’
through the Retiree Premium account.
The Annual Conference and National UMC will help Caton UMC correct the short fall in Ministry Share
and Retiree Premium by setting up a 3 year budget plan. As the largest expense in our budget, payroll
expense is a targeted area that the UMC focuses on to manage local church budgets. As many of you know,
sharing ministers between 2 or more churches is one of the options the UMC considers when available dollars
need to be reallocated. We have been fortunate to have a full time pastor for the last 20+ years and I’m sure
we all agree Caton UMC growth and wellbeing is healthier with a full time pastor.
I want to make the congregation aware of the situation while we still have time to pay 2016 Ministry
Share and Retiree Premium.
Jim Hawbaker, CUMC Treasurer
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