‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which
means, ‘God is with us.’
~Matthew 1:23
Dear CUMC Family,
I can’t believe that is already time for Advent! As we wait and prepare for the birth of
the Christ-child I invite you to take a moment and examine the true reason for this season that
we call Christmas. God is already doing amazing things amongst us and now we wait for a
baby, we wait for God’s next move, and we wait for the final return of our Glorious King.
On Thanksgiving Sunday, we were reminded that Advent is the start of the church
calendar. Since it is the beginning of a new year, I gave you 3 resolutions or goals for our
church over the next 12 months:
- The first was to understand more of God’s word. We can accomplish that by intentional
reading and devotion time set aside between you and God. I know that it is hard to set
that time aside each day but the reward is greater than the sacrifice.
- Our second goal was to deepen our relationship with God. It is one thing to spend time
knowing God’s Word in your head, but our relationship is deepened only when we put
God’s Word to use. Using God’s Word requires us to spend time in prayer, applying
God’s principles to our lives, listening for what God is telling us, and trusting that no
matter how much we lean into God—God is ALWAYS there.
- Our final goal was to share God with others. This could possibly be the most difficult of
the goals. Many of us are not comfortable talking freely about our faith-life. But friends,
you have within you a story that needs to be told. You have the answer to the brokenness
of this world. You have the hope to help sustain those around you as they are working on
their own God-journey. If you keep all this to yourself, God’s story will never be retold.
Be bold and share what God has already given to you! God will supply the people and
the words—you just need to be persistent.
During this season of Advent we will be working through the book The Journey by Adam
Hamilton. Adam describes the Christmas story as one of Western civilization’s best known
stories. For two thousand years it has been told and retold, preached and sung about. We
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celebrate it every year with Christmas trees, lights, gifts and cards. And yet, its familiarity
keeps us from focusing on the true reason for the season- The birth of Jesus Christ.
This year I encourage you to make it part of your family’s tradition to invite Jesus to your
Christmas celebrations. Turn your focus from gifts, lights, and presents to love, grace, and
redemption. We have a rare opportunity this year to worship not only on Christmas Eve, but
also on Christmas Morning. I look forward to celebrating the birth of the Christ-child with each
of you this Christmas season.
With You on the Journey,
Pastor Chad

Election Night (Meatloaf) Dinner
The meatloaf dinner was a huge success! By 6:00pm we were sold out.
Thank you to all those that volunteered in setting up, serving and cleaning up.
Thank you to Linda Riley and Pastor Chad for the delicious meal.
We raised $783.00 from the dinner.

Birthdays
12/2
12/7
12/10
12/16
12/17
12/20
12/21
12/24

Anniversaries

Ellen Windows
Michelle Fitzsimmons
Dave Crooker
Stacy Bathrick
Pat Robbins
Bryon Kehoe
Linda Riley
Andy Passmore
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This fall, CUMC Leadership introduced new online software that allows each person to
track their giving via the internet. Because this software is able to provide you with the most
up-to-date record of your financial commitment, CUMC will not be printing year end tax
statement. They can be found at www.onrealm.org. To sign up for this, you must accept our
invitation and log-in. As of today, there are still 26 members that have not responded to their
Realm invites. Please respond so that you can check your giving and receive your 2016 Tax
statement and giving statement. If you need help or have questions, please contact Don
Haussener at 607-524-6784 or Brenda Swanson at 607-524-6715.

Online giving is now available using your Realm account or through the church website.
Online giving allows you to give your tithe or offering using a credit card, debit card or
electronic check. You are also able to set up a schedule for ‘automatic giving’.
To use online giving, sign on to your Realm account and click on the giving tab on the
left. Next, press the ‘Give’ button on the upper left of your screen. After pressing the Give
button, the ‘Give Now’ screen will appear. Fill out the required information and when
complete, press the ‘Give’ button at the lower left of the screen and the transaction will be
processed.
To use Online giving from the website, go to www.catonumc.org. Find the
‘Announcements’ box on the right and click on the link for Online giving. This will bring up
the page for ‘Give to the Caton United Methodist Church’. To use this method, you must have
a valid E-mail address. At this point, you may sign into your Realm account or process your
giving as a Guest.
If you have any questions, please contact Don Haussener at 607-524-6784 or Brenda
Swanson at 607-524-6715.
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Sparkle – Live Nativity
December 3rd 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Sign Ups on announcement table or see Myrna Hawbaker

Christmas Eve Service
Saturday – December 24th
7:00 pm
Statistical Report for Consecration Sunday, November 13, 2016
Under the direction of Pastor Bill Vallet we had a successful Consecration Sunday.
There were a total of 36 giving units present to fill out ‘Estimate of Giving’ Cards and we
committed a total of $93,986.
Based on last year’s giving records, we can expect to receive $7,650 during the coming year
from people who have had consistent giving patterns during the past twelve months but were
not present or did not turn in a giving card.
Based on the total of loose offerings during the last twelve months, we can expect to receive
$3,000 during the coming year from that source.
This gives us a grand total of $104,636 anticipated income for the next twelve months.
This number represents an anticipated increase of about 20% in total giving above last year.
Thanks to all who made their commitment for 2017.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
5:00pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

4
8:00am
Praise Band
Rehearsal
8:30am Sunday
School
9:30am Worship
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
11
8:00am
Praise Band
Rehearsal
8:30am Sunday
School
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship

5
10:00am
Bible Study
6:00pm
Worship
Planning
7:00pm
Bible Study
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12
10:00am
Bible Study
1:00pm UMW
6:00pm
Worship
Planning
7:00pm
Bible Study

13
12:00 noon
Caton Seniors

18
8:00am
Praise Band
Rehearsal
8:30am Sunday
School
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship

19
10:00am
Bible Study
6:00pm
Worship
Planning
7:00pm
Bible Study

20

25
Merry Christmas

26

27

9:30am Worship

7
Office Hours
2:00pm-5:00pm

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal
8
Office Closed
5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

Friday

Saturday

2

3
SPARKLE
Live Nativity
6:00 -8:00 pm

9

10

16

17

23

24

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

14

15
5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

7:00 pm
Leadership
Team

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

21

22
5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous
7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

28

29
5:30pm
Alchoholics
Anonymous

6:00pm
Worship
Planning

Service
7:00 pm

30

31
New Year’s Eve
Be Safe

7:00pm
Band Rehearsal

Caton United Methodist Church
11186 Hendy Hollow Road
Corning, NY 14830
www.catonumc.org
catonumc@stny.rr.org

Pastor Chad Sayers
Phone: 518-791-5648
chad@fredoniafirst.org

5

Caton United Methodist Church
11189 Hendy Hollow Rd.
Corning, NY 14830

Check out what’s inside…
- Pastor Chad’s Note….….p.1
- Caton News…………….….p.3
- Calendar…………………….p.5
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