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Hallows Eve
by: Rev. C. Chapman

Time progresses, autumn is here. Soon we will be preparing the Trunk-or-
Treat event for the end of the month. I am looking forward to experiencing this
event for the first time. There is also another day at the end of the month that is
called Halloween. This last day of October has become renowned as a holiday for
the children to dress up and go door to door for a treat.... or a trick. Halloween has
also been called by some Christians as the Devil’s day, but do they really know what
Halloween really is about?

Halloween was originally written as “Hallow E’en” or “Hallow Eve”. From
the first word “Hallow” is the word “Holy”. Webster’s Dictionary defines the word
“hallow” as, “To make holy; to set apart for holy or religious use; to consecrate; to
treat or keep as sacred; to reverence.” That definition may surprise you for a day
that the world views as anything but holy. Though Halloween has a pagan origin, it
also carries religious significance.

Halloween can be traced back roughly 2,000 years to the “celts of Europe,
who occupied parts of Ireland, the United Kingdom, and northern France. It was a
pagan festival called “Samhain” (pronounced “sow-in”) that celebrated more or less
the honor of the dead and involved the offering of large sacrifices of crops and ani-
mals” (Answers in Genesis). Later, in 600A.D. the church desired to take this pagan
holiday and honor those whom had passed from this world as martyrs in the faith.
Pope Boniface IV created what is known as All Saint’s Day, which Pope Gregory II1
moved to the first day of November. This is why October 31st is called Halloween. It
is a shortened form of Hallow E’en or Hallow Eve.

All Soul’s Day follows All Saint’s Day on November 2nd and celebrates all
Christians who have passed on before us. Different denominations hold different
views and traditions on these three days of Hallowstide, but in general Halloween is
a time to remember those who gave their life for Christ, sharing His Gospel, and
dying for their faith. In most churches you will notice the liturgical colors in the
Sanctuary change to red, the color that honors martyrs for their sacrifice to the faith

and to Christ.




October Worship Leaders Pastor Casey
October 7 Bob Johnson and John Molnar is available Monday-Thursday
October 14 Amy Seger and Carol Robinson from 8am 1pm
October 21 Linda Swauger and Amy Seger Need to see him? or speak to him ?
October 28 Curtis Bell Amy Popichak call 330-637-4611 or 814-573-8148

Deacons: Captain: Terry Swauger —330-720-0346

, Office is open
Barb Bradford , Judy Hansel, Mackenzie Polakoff,
Jack Hanna, Carol y Cindy Miller Monday-Thursday
8 am-1Pm

Deaconesses: Linda Swauger
Call or stop in!

Organist and Keyboard: Jonathan Gallo

“Happy October” HMPW
With all its colors and smells and wonderful ﬁ&i g 7

seasonal foods. Aren’t we fortunate to live
where this is all available to us?
Gods blessing unto us.

Budgeted monthly expense $10,500

: Month — September 1-30 2018 | s10,000 ; Yearly —Janl, 2018 to Sept. 30, 2018

needed

: monthly

Offering Received  $11,140.00 P justto Offering Received  $90,522.00

Expenses $11.103.00 : maintain i Expenses $93,482.00
Balance $37.00 ccc Balance 2,960 .00

Monthly Mortgage Payment $2047.67 Mortgage Balance $66,769.15




“Happy Birthday”
October 8 Rachelle Elhert
October 11 Linda Chagnot
October 14 Diana Martin
October 16 Pat Culp
October 19 Anita Bell
October 19 Gerry Payne
October 26 Ron Miller
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Happy Anniversary

October10 Alice and Gary Everitt

October 21 Larry and Kathy Dix

Stocking

FOR L’

SOFDIER

We will be doing the stockings
for the troops again this year.

These stockings are always a welcome treat for our soldiers away from

Tuesday, October 2

Financial Meeting

6:15pm
Board Meeting
7pm
Elders Meeting

Third Sunday
of the month

8:00 am.
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home. We put a large variety of fun and useful items in each stocking. If you
would like to be a part of this, contact the office 330-637-4611 or talk to

Joyce or Linda Swauger. So that all stocking will be uniform, we are seeking

monetary contributions, so please, mark your envelope and drop it in the offering tray, if you would like to help

stuff these stockings, call that number above. It takes nearly $575 to fill 50 stockings and ship them out. You will

be notified of the day we put them together.

YAND To YOU WRO DID NOT ACTUALL:
GO TO gﬂurch BUT WATCHED ITY
6N TELEVISION, YOU WILL NOT.
ACTUALLY GO To HEAVEN —BUT
WILL BE ALLOWED To WATCH IT
ON TELEVISION [#
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So you can come and help.




It is OCTOBER, the leaves are changing and the sounds, smells and foods of the season are won-
derful. The “Autumn® season is truly upon us and action starts to take place here at
Cortland Christian Church.

This is our second Soup and Sandwich Luncheon of the season. It happens on every

3rd Thursday of each month. We all look forward to this day, as we see happy
smiling faces in our lunch room, laughing and sharing good food and conversation.

The rest of us are in the kitchen making this all happen.

Little Lambs Children’s clothing Sale is on the 5-6th of October. Bring your
o o[l Childrens/ grandchildrens unused clean clothing and sell it and then buy some cloth-
ing, costumes at the sale at a reduced price. Great clothes available and toys.

Halloween will be just around the corner and we have fun with the kids at Trunk or Treat with
our kids and the kids in the city. Plan on coming, dress up even if it is just a
hat of mask or something. Share a table with someone it is more fun. The K-9
Companions will be here again this year. The kids and adults enjoyed the
trained dogs.

“DRAFTING”

At the races, a car will come up behind another and draft behind it. Even runners or cy-
clists get close to the one in front, this breaks the air down making it easier for the ones be-
hind. Even on the high-ways I've seen cars drafting behind a big semi-truck, although not a
safe idea, but they say they get better gas mileage.

| think a Christian can also draft from another Christians. When we fellowship and encour-
age one another we are helping one another along the way. We all need a smile or a hug or a
kind word to inspire us onward. Paul talked about this like in running a race. We always feel
better and stronger after a “good worship” with the Lord. If we take a fall just get back up and
start again. It’s the little things that sometimes matters the most on our journeys. We should
be able to lean on one another. We each have our own journey and each one is different. So

draft if you must, then be ready to run and finish well. Keep the faith.
Submitted by Cherri Chapman




This article was published in the Cortland News

A message from Pastor”

“Hope in the Fall”
by: Rev. C. R. Chapman
Cortland Christian Church

Reflect with me upon a story whose author’s name escapes me. It was late summer, and a
man was diagnosed with a terminal illness. He was placed in the hospice center and awaited
death. Those who came to see him tried to cheer him up, but the man would not have it.

As fall came the leaves on the tree outside the man’s window began to change color, and one
by one they yielded to the wind and fell down to the ground, out of the view of the man. The tree
was up against a building and some of the leaves were pressed against the wall.

One day a friend of the man, who was a skilled artist, came and found his friend giving up
hope on life. To his artist friend the man declared that when the last leaf falls he will die. The
talented artist thought of what he could do as more and more leaves fell. One cold night he took
his ladder, and while the ill man was sleeping, he painted his greatest masterpiece. A perfect rep-
lica of a leaf on the wall where one of the branches of the tree touched.

The next day the last leaf fell off that tree, but from the bed of the terminally ill man, to
him, it appeared as though one leaf remained. Days went by and still the painted leaf stayed, and
to the surprise of everyone the ill man gained strength. Each day he became better and better.
Soon the man was completely recovered. A true miracle had happened. A terminal illness was
cured by the Lord.

The man walked outside his window to see that leaf that brought him hope. To his surprise
he found it to be painted on. A nurse, who knew what the artist had done, told him about his
friend’s efforts to give him hope. The man wanted to give thanks to his friend, but to his dismay
he found out that he had passed away. He became sick after spending the night in the cold paint-
ing his greatest masterpiece.

And, so it is with us. We have been diagnosed with a terminal disease. It is called sin.

And just like in this story, so to a great man, who was Jesus, the Son of God, came and painted in
His blood upon a tree hope for us that whosoever would call upon His name will be saved. Those

saved have asked for forgiveness and turned away from their past life of sin and live for the hope

of everlasting life in paradise.

Have you accepted this good news? Do you have this everlasting hope? If you have found
yourself terminally ill to sin I encourage you to speak to Jesus now, He will hear you, ask Him to
forgive you, then, pick up His Bible and get to know Him. If you did this I suggest that you find
someone you know who i1s a Christian or go to a local church and ask the pastor what you should
do now to grow your new-found faith. Let us all join in the great hope that Jesus offers.

+ friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he always
to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.

The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"

My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." Pastor questioned, "How come | don't see you ex-
cept at Christmas and Easter?"

He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service."




Joyful Noise

All Saints Church

5. Little
Lambs Sale

6. Aerobics
Little Lambs
10am-2pm

10am

7. Sunday Service

9 Meetings

Aerobics Board 7Pm

Finance 6:15pm

10.

Joyful Noise

11.

13. Aerobics
Breakfast with

Aerobics ?Frlends -WOow

14 . Sunday
Service

15.

16.

Aerobics

17.
S/S Prep Day
Joyful Noise

18.

Soup and 20. Aerobics

Sandwich

Aerobics

21. Sunday
Service
Elders Meeting
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Joyful Noise

25.

Trunk or ﬁp\

Treat
6:30 pm

27. Aerobics

28. Sunday
Service

Pray for our "Shut-Ins” and “other friends” who would enjoy a card

Send them a note of encouragement and let them know we care that we care.

Phyllis Beer

Lake Vista

41 Heron Circle

Cortland, Ohio
44410

330-637-1456

Grace Wagner

Gillette Rehab
Room 613
3310EImRd. N. E.
Warren, Ohio 44483

Frank Zanin

18170 N.91st Ave.
Apt.1210
Peoria, Az. 85382

Raymond Kline

502 Arcaro Street
Cortland, Ohio 44410
234-244-4241

Kathie Bates
Room 105
369 N. High Street
Cortland, Ohio 44410

Edwin Niemi Doris Bennett
Lake Vista 61 Heron Circle
Apt. 207 Cortland, Ohio
Mecca Street,

Cortland, Ohio
Lauralee Lawrence
124 Willow Street
Cortland, Ohio

Chuck Lucy . ' 44410
73 Lake Vista Drive
Cortland, Ohio

Kathy Miller

416 North High St.

Cortland, Ohio 44410



https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=Room%20105369%20N.%20High%20Street%20Cortland,%20Ohio%2044410
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=Room%20105369%20N.%20High%20Street%20Cortland,%20Ohio%2044410

Hope IN THE WAKE

The suicides of Kate Spade and Antho-
o F S U I C I D E ny Bourdain this summer spurred a

resurgence of discussion and examina-
tion of all that surrounds suicide. But
in my hometown, that focus has domi-
nated most of the past year.

In the course of about six months,
there were six suicides by students and a
graduate from the school district my husband and I attended. Plus there were six additional suicides by
students in surrounding school districts. This horrific phenomenon is regarded as a suicide contagion—an
outbreak of suicide in a group or community that has been exposed either directly or indirectly to a sui-
cide.

How to Respond?

As I heard about the tragedies, I was overcome with sorrow for the family and friends of those who
died. With a suicide in our extended family just a few years ago, we've personally seen the agonizing ef-
fects of someone who ends their own life. Throughout those months, I heard about all kinds of reactions
and read many responses on social media from those somehow connected to the tragedies. Sorrow,
fear, despair, anger, and confusion peppered their words. All manner of possible reasons were offered
for the suicides, and many action steps were proposed and taken in response.

I was overwhelmed by the combination of it all, so much so that for a while my main response was simp-
ly to pray. I prayed for the grieving families, for the friends left confused and heartbroken, for the teach-
ers and administrators in the schools. I thanked God as I learned of many positive responses in the com-
munity. For a local church that opened its doors to host an information night with mental health profes-
sionals, doctors, and community service organizations. For friends who offered practical help to the com-
munity and for those who shared vital medical information. For a high school friend who invited people
to meet to pray with her on the campus of each high school in the county throughout the course of sev-
eral weeks.

My responses were more individual and private. I wasn't directly connected with the deaths and no long-
er live in that area. I'm not a mental health professional. And I have a sincere desire to respect the ten-
derness of families, including my own, who have experienced suicide, particularly that of a child or sib-
ling.

Turn to next page


https://reviveourhearts.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b57fdff436&id=a97adc97e9&e=cde0ef2b8f

But I cannot deny a prompting in my gut—an urging of the Holy Spirit—to respond more publicly now
that I have thought and prayed on these things for many months. I offer my thoughts humbly, as one
who cares deeply about the gravity of suicide and its far-reaching effects, and hope that something I
share may help to bring some comfort, clarity, and hope.

The Many Reasons for Suicide

Without a doubt, there are many contributing factors to suicide. Mental health disorders, physical
abuse, substance abuse, emotional trauma, and exposure to violence just begin the list. Add in cultural
influences like social media and entertainment that expose and even promote suicidal tendencies and
the mind begins to boggle. There are also many kinds of necessary responses to suicide—particularly to
a suicide contagion—including the mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual aspects of life.

As I've considered these contributing factors and possible responses, I've also thought of many ques-
tions regarding worldview. What lens were those who died looking through at their life and the world
around them? Did they know some basic truths about themselves and the world? Were they dazed by
the onslaught of information and options that fill our culture?

As I contemplated these questions, I kept coming back to three areas often overlooked that if left un-
considered or unanswered may lead to someone taking their own life: the existence of God, His plan
and purpose for the world, and the hope for eternity He offers.

Now let me say from the start that I'm certain there are many people who commited suicide that be-
lieved in God, knew about His plan and purpose for the world, and knew of the hope He offers for eter-
nity. I am also certain that there are some who may have had such a painful or damaging experience
with religion or things surrounding God that it added to their despair. But for many others, perhaps
these things were never considered or simply rejected. So for those at risk for suicide, those wading
through the effects of suicide, and really for every person, it's essential to think about these things.

The Existence of God

Do you have to believe God is real to value life or live purposely? No. But the acceptance of God as re-
al—that He is an intentional, sovereign, loving Creator—is a strong foundation for personal worth and
purpose. Acknowledging the evidence of God'’s existence in both the natural world and in humanity lays
the groundwork for so much.

When someone recognizes the order and complexity of the earth and all that is in it, he or she is recog-
nizing evidence of a Creator God. And if there is a Creator God, then humans are made intentionally
and given worth through the imprint of that Creator (Gen. 1). God made us in His image with valid
needs and a plan to satisfy them fully. Having belief in a God who intentionally created you, values you
greatly, and has a plan for you can shape the way you view the world and yourself.

Turn to next page
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God'’s Plan and Purpose for the World

With God, His plan and purpose revealed to us through the Bible can guide our lives. Without God, peo-
ple are left to define life and the world around them on their own. Figuring out life, exploring a world full
of options, and defining your own truth may sound like freedom to some. But to others, those are heavy
weights—extreme pressure masquerading as freedom.

This is something that I have pondered over and over throughout the suicide contagion in my
hometown. Those that died through suicide were mostly teenagers, who, among other possible contrib-
uting factors, were probably trying to figure out their worth and purpose. Without a sure guide and some
core truth to cling to, those things can be wildly overwhelming.

It’s likely that some may have been crushed under the weight of striving to find worth, value, and pur-
pose within themselves. It's likely that some were overcome by the onslaught of possibilities and mass of
conflicting opinions and information in the world around them. In the midst of that combination of abun-
dant options without a guide or standards to sort through it all, life may have seemed pointless and im-
possible to figure out, so death was a perceived welcome end to all of that confusion.

There is another way. We're offered a way to experience freedom as we follow the standards and pat-
terns of life found in the Bible. Self-reliance, personal rights, and individual expressions are held high in
our culture, and authority is most often seen as restrictive to those things. But consider that a loving and
sovereign God giving you a plan and pattern for life is not restrictive but empowering.

By living out God’s standards and following Christ’s example in all the distinct and diverse ways in each
individual believer’s life, we have a purposeful way to move through both joyous and difficult circum-
stances. Sin still happens. Suffering will still come. But walking according to God’s ways toward His pur-
poses—to bring Him glory and put His love and truth on display—is a purpose like no other.

The Hope of Eternity

Eternity is something none of us can fully grasp and something many people don’t even consider. But
eternity—an always-has-been, is, and never-ending view of time—is what is described in the Bible. God
provides a way through Christ and belief in Him to spend eternity with Him.

As we see our need for a Savior and believe Christ’s death was payment for our sins and His resurrection
was triumph over sin and death, we receive forgiveness for sins and the promise of eternal life with Him
(Eph. 1:7-10). Those who don't respond to the Truth of God will experience eternity separated from
God. Eternity with God gives us hope in the midst of difficult and painful circumstances here on earth. It
keeps us from thinking life is futile because it means there is more to come. Eternity with God as the ulti-

mate goal gives me a reason to persevere. Turn to next page
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So as we rightly consider mental health, life circumstances, and the other necessary issues that con-
tribute to suicide, let us also consider these three points. Seeking to understand the mental, emotional,
physical, and spiritual aspects of life is necessary to live with purpose. We should take steps to consid-
er these things whether for ourselves or those we know.

As you ponder and learn, talk with the people in your life. Your family members—especially children.
Neighbors. Coworkers. Friends. There is hope in the wake of suicide. Hope to prevent it and hope to
live after it touches your life. There is knowledge to gain, truth to share, care to display, and love to
give.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I
hope it is known also to your conscience. We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving
you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward ap-
pearance and not about what is in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that
one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised (2 Cor. 5:11-15).

The end of this article

Author Unknown

IMPORTANT
FACTS

Submitted Cherri Chapman

1. If we were any closer to the sun, we’d burn up.

2. If we were any further away from the sun, we would freeze.

3. The right axis of earth is to keep us in balance.

4. We have just the right amount of oxygen and gravity to live and breathe.

5. We have a perfect and stable climate.

6. The moon slows down the earths rotation so we can have 24 hours in a day.

Just a few more things we can be thankful for. He is our Elohim—Our Creator
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What a wonderful Day..

Great Food and lots of It. Linda and Chuck Chagnot manning the grill and corn cooker. Great fellowship and sing-
ing, Games for the kids, Water balloons that were actually welcomed, perfect for cooling down in the heat. There
was a scavenger hunt, corn hole and more

games for everyone.

A “hymn sing” with Ruth Young at the key-
board, Cherri Chapman on guitar and Spencer
Chapman and Joyful Noise leading the sing-
ing. Pastor Casey organized the games for
everyone. And many others were busy
making sure we were all fed well.

A Great Sermon and Children’s message.

What do you say, should we do this again
next year?

What a great day full of good memories.
Thank You, Jeff Byler for taking all these wonderful pictures.




Knowing your place in Christ

You are seated with Christ at God’s right hand...
Nothing is higher than that!
God Loves you with an everlasting love...
Nothing is deeper than that!
He invites you to drink from the river of His delights...
Nothing is purer than that!
He shares His heart with you in communion...
Nothing is dearer than that!
He watches over you with tender mercies...
Nothing is kinder than that!
He is with you and will never leave you...
Nothing is nearer than that!
He faithfully feeds you from His Word...
Nothing is truer than that!
He is in you and joined to your spirit...
Nothing is closer than that!
He leads you according to the council of His own will...

Nothing is wiser than that!

by Roy Lessin _“Meet me in the meadow”




O ne Sunday a pastor told his congregation that the
church needed some extra money and asked the
people to prayerfully consider giving a little extra in

the offering plate. He said that whoever gave the most
would be able to pick out three hymns.

After the offering plates were passed, the pastor
glanced down and noticed that someone had placed a
$1,000 bill in offering. He was so excited that he immedi-
ately shared his joy with his congregation and said he'd like
to personally thank the person who placed the money in
the plate.

And there sat our Rosie all the way in the back shyly
raised her hand. The pastor asked her to come to the front.
Slowly she made her way to the pastor. He told her how
wonderful it was that she gave so much and in thanksgiv-
ing asked her to pick out three hymns.

Her eyes brightened as she looked over the congrega-
tion, pointed to the three most handsome men in the build-
ing and said, "I'll take him and him and him!"

Little Lambs

(Children’s Clothing Sale)
Cortland Christian Church

153 Grove Drive
Cortland, Ohio
44410

Friday, October 5
(10am — 7pm)

Saturday, October 6 (10am — 2pm)

Some items half-price on Saturday!

You still have time to get active in this sale, selling, buying
or working on the sale.

If you’re interested in becoming a seller please
email LittleLambsCortlandOH@gmail.com
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Saturday, October 13th — 10am
Four Star Restaurant
This is for “all” the women of our church, this is your
personal invitation. So come and join us.
Short Meeting and Breakfast

Always something to talk about
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God leads.

The Devine Inspirations are coming to Cortland Christian Church
November 17th, 2018 at 6pm for your entertainment.

&““"‘”‘Q@% All Saints Church

f They are looking for representatives in
%)\ /&§/  addition to the Pastor to attend the LOAF
%
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|
%M@@' to attend meetings (the first Thursday of |
each month) and spread the news of the 1
great projects they have. :

These messages you bring back tell what they are doing and I
if they need a few volunteers from each church. I

|

|
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Consider being our representative!

Save this date and invite someone to come with you, family, friends, neighbors, etc.

The Devine Inspirations

The Devine's are a young family from Sandy Lake, Pennsyl-
vania that God has called to use all the talents He has given
to them, to glorify Him. As a family, they perform concerts
and worship services for churches, campgrounds, music
clubs, senior centers, nursing homes, community events,
retreats, reunions, banquets, revivals, VBS, and anywhere

“ARRWING IN 4O YEARS.
THAT CAN'T BE RIGHT.. Hope you all have a wonder-

ful, colorful and interesting fall
season.

Take time to enjoy it all.

Pumpkins, apples, tasting all
the wonderful foods of au-
tumn.

Take a drive through the coun-
tryside to see all the colors

“Happy Autumn “

-4 MarkPuarisi@ a0l com

e
wal offthemark.com

Crafters and Vendors

Cortland Christian Church is looking for YOU. We
still have a few places available and would love to
see what you have to offer. This will be just in
time for all those special gifts needed for the holi-
days, hostess gifts, stocking stuffers, ete.

The Craft Fair will be held on
November 24™
10am-3pm

We have long and round tables, limited
electrical hookups. Soup and Sandwich Lunch is
r available. There will also be a
"./K bake sale.
3\ Easy access to fellowship hall
and restrooms. Come,
join us, be a part of this

adventure.

For more information or
registration forms call Joyce at
330-637-4611
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; Happy Autumn Leaves,
i achillin the air, clear skies, CORAN
{ pumpkin pie, and oh so much |
more. Take time to take a walk PALEP
through the colorful trees, or a
i drive to the country. : VAREHEST
Don’t let this season NORC

pass you by.

Have a great October!



