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“Follow  the  Bells” 

 A Message From Pastor Casey 

“The Black Robe Regiment” 
 

  

"It was Sunday morning early in the year 1776.  In the church where 

Pastor Muhlenberg preached, it was a regular service for his congrega-

tion, but a quite different affair for Muhlenberg himself.  Muhlenberg's 

text for the day was Ecclesiastes 3 where it explains, 'To everything 

there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven; a time to be 

born, and a time to die, a time to plant, and a time to pluck what is 

planted...'" 

"Coming to the end of his sermon, Peter Muhlenberg turned to 

his congregation and said, 'In the language of the holy writ, there was a 

time for all things, a time to preach and a time to pray, but those times 

have passed away.'  As those assembled looked on, Pastor Muhlenberg 

declared, 'There is a time to fight, and that time is now coming!' 

Muhlenberg then proceeded to remove his robes revealing, to the shock 

of his congregation, a military uniform." 

"Marching to the back of the church he declared, 'Who among you 

is with me?' On that day 300 men from his church stood up and joined 

Peter Muhlenberg. They eventually became the 8th Virginia Brigade 

fighting for liberty," (blackrobereg.org/history.html). 

 

 We celebrate Independence Day because of brave 

men like the 300 from Rev. Muhlenberg’s church.  The pulpit has al-

ways been a voice for God to call His people to action through His pas-

tors.  A pulpit ought not be politically sided, but God centered.  There 

are thousands of men and women willing to take a stand for God’s 

Word, for God’s Justice, and for the sake of the Gospel.  Yet often it 

takes the voice of God to stir them to action.   

 This Fourth of July we remember those who had the 

boldness to allow God to speak through them His message of hope and 

freedom.  Do you have boldness to allow God to use you for a great and 

powerful purpose?  Listen to God’s Word from Matthew 26:18-20.  

“Then Jesus came near and said to [the disciples], “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.   

Continued on next  page 
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Worship    

    Leaders 

 
July 4    Sharon Hopkins and Justin Klamut 
 
July  11  Ron Miller and Spencer Chapman 
  
July  18  Jeff Byler and Curtis Bell 
 
July 25   Carol Robinson and Amy Seger 
 
  

 

 
 

Our Budget for 2021 of $13,000 explains the monthly amount needed to  maintain our church. 
 
 

 
 

Mortgage Payment  $1,883.24        Loan  Balance  $60,299.28 

June 1, 2021  to  June 30, 2021 
  
 

Offering  Received                     $ 12,151.00 

Expenses                                      $ 12,051.00 

Balance             $      101.00    

 
Pastor 
Casey   

 814 -573-8148 

Office:  

330-637-4611    

 

Office Hours: 

Mon– Thurs.     

8am-Noon 

 

Coffee  

Fellowship 

 
July 4  Gail Peura and Joyce Hall 
  
July 11  Cindy Miller and Ron Miller 
 
July 18  Sharon Hopkins 
 
July 25   Brad  and Brenda Bevan 
                     Roy and Marsha Nichols 

June 2021— Financial Report 

 Deacons for July:         

 Captain:      Terry Swauger  330-720-0346 

                                      Barb Bradford, Ronna Nazarini,  

       Judy Hansel, Carol Clancy and Cindy Miller 

Deaconess:  Linda Chagnot                                                  

Organist: Jonathan Gallo 

“Many thanks” to:  

 Gail Peura, Linda and Chuck 

Chagnot for planting the  

pansies, and geraniums around the 

church.   

And  “A big thank you” to   
Annette Dixson from Brookside  

Garden for donating all the pansies 
for Mother’s day. 

If the disciples of the Early Church thought that the end of days was near, then, how much closer are 

we to Christ’s return?  Never has there been a more important time to reach the lost with God’s lov-

ing message.  Take boldness from this minister in this Year of Our Lord 2021.  Be encouraged and 

embolden to tell about the freedom found in Jesus Christ today. 

Here is the  continuation of   Pastors Message from the front page. 
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Church 

Meetings  

September 7 

One will be called, 
 if needed 

“Happy  Birthday”  
 

July 1   David Miller 

July 4                  Cindy Miller 

July 6   Jean Scott 

July 9   Amy Popichak 

July 9   Nick Miller 

July 11                Effie Welch 

July 11                Caleb Culp 

July 11                Dave Moore 

July 12                Barb Bradford 

July 15                Elaine Hofius 

July 17                Amy Kennedy 

July 20                Dave Hofius 

July 22 Vicki  Lawrence 

Church Elders 
meet 

 

Whenever one is called 

         — 8 am —   

L.O.A.F. Meeting 

Next meeting on 

September 2 

Happy  

Anniversary 

July 5 

Edwin and Eileen Niemi 

July 13 

Sharon and Jerry Polakoff 

July 16 

Melissa and Travis Kotanichek 

July 26 

Dave and Kay Moore    

July 27                                                                                    
Barbara  and Bob Bradford 

An eighty –five year old woman brough deviled eggs to a 

social gathering at church one Sunday afternoon. She was 

approached by one of the deacons who says to her,” 

Don’t you think it is wrong to bring deviled eggs to a 

house of  

worship on a Sunday?” She replied, “Not if you  

fix them correctly. The deacon smirked and ask “ And just 

how do you do that” 

The old woman responded, “Make sure you boil the hell 

out of those eggs.” 
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The Story: 
 
In the 1940s, there was a man who, at the age of 65, was living off of $99 social  

security checks in a small house, driving a beat-up car. 

He decided it was time to make a change, so he thought about what he had to  

offer that other people may benefit from. His mind went to his fried chicken recipe, which his friends and 

family loved. 

He left his home state of Kentucky and traveled throughout the country, trying to sell his recipe to restau-

rants. He even offered the recipe for free, asking for only a small chunk of the money that was earned. 

However, most of the restaurants declined his offer. In fact, 1,009 res-

taurants said no. 

But even after all of the rejections, he persisted. He believed in him-

self and his chicken recipe. 

When he visited restaurant #1,010, he got a YES. 

His name? Colonel Hartland Sanders. 

 

The Moral: 

 

There are a few lessons that you can take away from this story.  

First, it’s never too late in life to find success. In a society that often celebrates young, successful people, 

it’s easy to start to think you’re never going to be successful after a certain age.  

However, Colonel Sanders is an example that proves that argument wrong. 

 

This story also demonstrates the power of persistence. You have to have confidence in yourself and be-

lieve in your work for other people to believe it also.  

Disregard anyone who tells you “no” and simply move on. 

It’s Never Too Late 

Rummage Sale...  

Again, we have been so fortunate with our endeavors. We had  

another successful project. Lots of fun stuff for the tables and many people came to 

participate in setting up and tearing down and selling.   

We had a multitude of shoppers and made $1276.00 on this sale. Great project, well 

planned.. Waiting for next year... 

 

https://www.developgoodhabits.com/successful-life/
https://www.developgoodhabits.com/confidence-habits/
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Someone we know 

just had a “birthday”.  

Mackenzie and  

Preston  planned 

birthday  party with a 

few friends  and family and off to the 

“Winery” to celebrate they went. Good 

Times... 

“Happy Birthday, Sharon Polakoff” 

The Women of Worship—  
 
Help support Casa Julie, a teaching spot 
in Mexico. With the help of many people 
from the campground and church they 
attended in Mexico, Bob and Mary Jo 
Johnson  built a Casa (house) as a memo-
rial to Julie, their daughter, who passed 
away in 2000. We, at the church have 
been helping to support  their teachings, 
and things they need  ever since.  
This is an excerpt  from the letter they 
send every month letting us know what is happening down there now, 
 
Jolene writes :  I love the beautiful green colors of the North. The punishing heat in the South keeps things look-
ing pretty dry. 
Sometimes, I wonder if the news makes it clear enough as to how the Border looks. Maybe the photo will help. The 
sign that says “ Boundary of the Unites States of America “ is located in the middle of the bridge we drive across to 
enter into Mexico. The Ria Grande River runs directly below. In the distance is a dark line, which is the border wall. 
There appears to be a look out type of tower in the distance. There is a sidewalk right beside the sign for those  
walking into Mexico. The opposite side has a sidewalk for those who are walking out of Mexico. We have not seen 
negative action on the bridge all winter. We don’t see any of the migrants walking by the river or the roads we 
travel on. All those actions begin about 35 miles west of where we are. and even there we have not seen people 
walking We do know that buses are shuttling people to location north and mostly out west of here, Many the teens 
and children are being taken to shelter near Waco and Dallas.  
 Once we have crossed the river, we are immediately in Progresso. It’s so interesting how everything immediately 
changes. Most of the streets are pretty nasty, the language—even the smells are different. Because of vendors  
grilling and selling tacos, the whole outside has that fantastic Mexican restaurant aroma. Because we have been 
working in Mexico for over half of our lives, we are warmly greeted by just about everybody, that doesn’t mean we 
can ever let our guard down. Hiding in plain sight are those who can and do cause harm.   More next month 
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1 cup boiling water     1 package (3 ounces) lemon gelatin 

3/4 cup cold water     1 teaspoon grated lemon zest 

2 tablespoons lemon juice, divided    1 carton (12 ounces) Cool Whip, divided 

3/4 cup pistachios, chopped    1 graham cracker crust (10 inches)         

1-1/2 cups fresh strawberries, quartered   1 cup fresh blueberries  

Sweetened shredded coconut, toasted   Additional chopped pistachios 

In a large bowl, add boiling water to gelatin; stir 2 minutes to completely dissolve. Stir in cold water, lemon zest and 1 tablespoon lemon juice. Refrigerate, 

covered, until almost firm, 1-1/2-2 hours. 

Fold 2 cups whipped topping into gelatin. Beat until smooth, 1-2 minutes. Fold in pistachios. Transfer to crust. Refrigerate, covered, at least 4 hours. 

 To serve, spread 1-1/2 cups whipped topping over gelatin mixture. Toss berries with remaining lemon juice; spoon over pie. Sprinkle with coconut and, if 

desired, additional pistachios. Serve with remaining Cool Whip 

NOTE: 

You can use any flavor gelatin, and substitute other nuts, and also use chocolate graham crackers for the crust.  

Berry Pistachio Pie  
 

Vacation bible School 2021 

Pastor Casey led the way this year as a Warrior for “The Armor of 

God” , this years theme.   The attendance was down ,maybe, because 

we are just coming off the pandemic shutdown, masking and sanitiz-

ing etc.  

However, everyone seemed to have such a good time. So all is well in 

the Kingdom for another year. “Thank you” to Pastor Casey and  to 

all the volunteers.... Couldn’t be done without you. More pictures on 

the last page..  
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Dirty Money 

A well-respected speaker began a seminar by showing an audience of 150 people 
a crisp $50 bill. He asked, “Who wants this $50 bill?” 
All 150 people nodded. 
He said, “I am going to give this money to someone, but first….” Then he proceeded to crumple 
the bill up. 
He asked the crowd again if anyone wanted it.      All 150 hands went up in the air. 
The speaker then dropped the money on the floor and stomped all over it. 
He then raised it in the air to show the crowd. The money was filthy. 

“Does anyone want it now?”     Every hand went up. 
The speaker proceeded to tell the crowd that no matter what he did to ruin the 

money, people still wanted it because its value remained the same. It was still 

worth $20. 
Life often beats us up to the point where we feel inadequate. We deal with bad circumstances 
and make bad choices that we have to deal with later. However, no matter what you go 

through, your value will remain the same. You have something special to offer that no one 

can take away from you. 

                                               

      How did the Fourth of July  

      become a national holiday? 

 

For the first 15 or 20 years after the Declaration was written, people 
didn’t celebrate it much on any date. It was too new and too much 
else was happening in the young nation.  

By the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had 
become controversial. One party, the Democratic-Republicans, ad-
mired Jefferson and the Declaration. But the other party, the Fed-
eralists, thought the Declaration was too French and too anti-
British, which went against their current policies. 

By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter that America seemed uninterested in its past.  

But that would soon change. 

After the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart and the new parties of the 
1820s and 1830s all considered themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-
Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration began to circulate again, all with the date Ju-
ly 4, 1776, listed at the top. The deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4, 1826, 
may even have helped to promote the idea of July 4 as an important date to be celebrated. 

Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as the years went on and in 1870, 
almost a hundred years after the Declaration was written, Congress first declared July 4 to 
be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays, including 
Christmas. Further legislation about national holidays, including July 4, was passed in 1939 and 
1941. 

  

Cortland Methodist 

Church 

Wednesday, July 14th 

12 noon to 5:50pm 
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Edwin  and Eileen Niemi 

      Lake Vista   Apt. 207 
Mecca Street,  
Cortland, Ohio 

 
  
 

 

 
 Lauralee Lawrence 

124 Willow Street 
Cortland, Ohio  
44410 

     
 

 
Bob and Mary Jo  Johnson 
596 Champion  Ave. West 

Apt. 207 
Warren, Ohio, 44483 

 
C/O Clearview Lantern 

 

   

   Pray for our “Shut-Ins” and “other friends”. They would enjoy a Thinking of you card 
or a joke or story you found in a magazine.  Maybe a phone call, just say “hello” to our friends. 

 
Pat Taylor 

 Room 212 
 4100 North River Rd. 
 Warren Ohio 
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St. Johns Day Celebration 
 Haystack Luncheon— 

 

Celebrating John the Baptist and  

John the Evangelist with the Masons 

Picture doesn’t do this tasty 

dish.. Justice . You have to be 

there to totally enjoy it. 
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As of Monday June 28th, we have received many more donations.. More are needed to finish this project but we 

are ahead of schedule and HAPPY to be there. The total stands at $10,065.  

The town is supporting this project and so are our members... 

Thank You all..... 

 

 

 

The Cortland Christian Church 

If you or someone you know might want to be a part of this wonderful  

project that all of Cortland can enjoy: Send a donation any amount to  

 

Cortland Christian Church, 153 Grove Drive, Cortland, Ohio 44410—  

                      write  Church Bell on your envelope or check. Or drop them in the 
offering tray.  

It is your bell to enjoy every day. 

What a wonderful few days this must have 

been. Lessons, singing, crafts and play acting, 

then a final video program for them to look 

back on and enjoy. 

We are so fortunate to have these chil-

dren ,and Pastors, volunteers and helpers to 

build scenery, provide activities and snacks 

for a week of fun..  

Vacation Bible School  

June 2021. 

The Carillon 


