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“Follow  the  Bells” 

 A Message From Pastor Casey 

 

  “Holiday Elements” 

Pastor Casey 

 

 Are you ready?  Soon the Carol of the Bells will be heard 

around Cortland ushering in Christmas.  As we enter full swing into 

the holiday season the celebration of Advent begins in churches 

across this nation.  Advent is a special time in the church when 

Christians expectantly wait and prepare for the celebration of the 

Birth of Christ, and the future hope of His Second Coming.   This 

year, Advent begins on November 28th, and for the next four Sun-

days hope, faith, joy, and love become key meditative elements along 

the journey to Christmas.  Each week consider these four elements 

in your daily devotions.   

 Consider hope, for God gave you a personal and special prom-

ise that a Savior would come.  For many years, God’s people waited 

and hoped.  In Bethlehem, long ago, Christ came in fulfillment of 

God’s promise.  Be reminded that our Lord keeps His Word.  Take 

hope and encouragement in His promises made to you in the Bible. 

 Consider faith, for Christ was born just as God had promised.  

God’s people put their faith in the hopeful promise of the birth of a 

Savior.  Today, put your hope in the fulfilled promise of the Savior 

coming into this world, and know that He will come again.  The ele-

ment of faith reminds us that we can trust God to keep His Word. 

 Consider joy, for this is a joyous season.  Advent and Christ-

mas are celebrations of the Savior being born!  This is good news of 

great joy.  No longer is the world condemned because of sin, but God 

sent His Son to reconcile us to Him when we accept the gift His Son 

brought us.  The gift of eternal life to all who believe.   

 Consider love, for Christ, God’s only Son, was given to us as 

the ultimate gift and sacrifice.  For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son.  You can be assured that God loves you!  Remem-

ber His love and sacrifice for you so that one day you will enter into 

His presence.   

 Consider these elements of Advent as you prepare for this hol-

iday season with much hope, faith, joy, and love. 
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    Worship    

    Leaders 
December 5        Jeff Byler and Linda Swauger 

 

December 12      Carol Robinson and  

    Sharon Hopkins 

 

December 19      Ron Miller and  

    Spencer Chapman 

 

December 26     John Molnar and Amy Popichak 

 

 
 

Our Budget for 2021 of $13,000 explains the monthly amount needed to  maintain our church. 
 
 

 
 

Mortgage Payment  $1,883.24        Loan  Balance  $50,121.35 

NOV. 1, 2021  to  NOV. 31, 2021 
  
 Offering  Received                      $  13,072.00 

Expenses                                      $   12,772.00 

Balance            $         300.00 

 
Pastor 
Casey   

 814 -573-8148 

Office:  

330-637-4611    

 

Office Hours: 

Mon– Thurs.     

8am-Noon 

        Coffee  Fellowship 
 

 
December 5    Roy and Marsha Nichols  
                          and Brad and Brenda Bevan 
 
December12   Gail Peura and  
    Amy Popichak 
 
December 19   Cindy Miller and  
    Ron Miller 
 
December 26   Darlene Ball and  
   Diana Martin 

 

November 2021— Financial Report 

 Deacons for De-
cember 

 

Captain:  Chuck 
Chagnot–  

330-307-3405  
 

Linda Rogers, Sharon  
Polakoff, Linda Chagnot,  

Greg Liberatore 
  

Deaconess:  
Katie Molnar   

      
Organist:  

Jonathan Gallo 
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Christmas Eve 

Service   

Church Elders 
meet 

 
Sunday Morning 8am  

 

when one is called 

L.O.A.F. Meeting 

Next meeting on 

December 2 

       

 

 

December 4       Nola Miller 

December 5       Dorothy Moss 

December 6       Phyllis Hake 

December 9       Joyce Lewis 

December 14     Kay Moore 

December 10     Pat Taylor 

December 16     Joyce Hall 

December 21     Bob Evans 

December  27    Bud Culp 

 

Important Church 

Meetings 

~~~~ 

Executive  Board 

 Tuesday, December 7 

6:30pm 

 

Regular  

Board Meeting 

 

Tuesday, December 7 

7pm 

 

No  
Anniversaries 

 

           L.O.A.F.     
 

  Cortland Community Band Concert 
 Presenting our local community band in “Holiday Concert”                     
    December 6                   7pm 
 
                        Refreshments follow in the Cafeteria 

Happy Birthday 

  7pm 
December 24  

at C.C.C. 
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The Touch of the Master’s 
Hand 

 
“Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 

Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 

But held it up with a smile. 
“What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried, 

“Who’ll start the bidding for me?” 
“A dollar, a dollar, Ten two! Only two? 
Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?” 

 
“Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice; 

Going for three..” But no,  
from the room , far back, a grey haired man 

Came forward and picked up the bow’ 
Then wiping the dust from the old violin, 

and tightening the loosened strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet. 

As a caroling angel sings. 
 

The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 

Said:” What am I bid for the old violin?” 
 And he held it up with the bow. 

“ A thousand! And who ‘ll make it three? 
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice, 

and going and gone,” said he. 
 

The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
“We do not quite understand.  

What changed it’s worth?’ Swift came the reply: 
 “ The touch of the Master’s hand” 

And many a man with life out of tune 
And battered and scarred with sin’ 

is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd 
Much like the old violin. 

 
A “mess of pottage” a glass of wine, 

A game—and he travels on, 
He is “going once, and going twice”, 
He’s go “going” and almost “gone.” 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 

The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought 
By the touch of the Master’s hand. 

, 

 “Thanksgiving Baskets”    
are delivered .. 

 So now we work on the 

“Christmas Baskets”  
for 3 different families. 

This is always a great way to give . 
Thank you for  Linda Chagnot  for or-
ganizing  and delivering this Project.   
Thanks also to Chuck Chagnot and 

Jeff Byler for delivering them. 
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Operation Christmas Child 

Shoe Box Mission  2021 

This year we have 47 boxes to send to chil-

dren who have never received a Christmas 

Gift and those who do not know Jesus. 

The boxes are filled with something fun, 

something hygiene, School supplies,  

something fun, something to love, and 

something to wear, and any other interesting 

thing they might enjoy. 

We do not send liquid items, in transport, 

they may leak all over everything, and ruin a 

child’s fun. 

No toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc.  

 

No food items for similar reasons, and that 

they may attract critters. 

No seeds; candy, gum, crackers, food of 

any sort.  No medications or vitamins; 

breakable items, or aerosol cans. 

But luckily we are given a list of what we 

can put in the boxes and the list is long.  So 

we have many choices. 

These boxes generally go to areas where 

the weather and temperature is hot, and 

many items could melt. 

Last year we sent 54 boxes out and most 

were delivered to Honduras, in South Amer-

ica or Beluvie near the China Sea.  Many go 

to the islands in the Pacific.  

Millions of boxes are shipped out each year. This gives the missionaries a chance to introduce Jesus to these  

children to give them hope and many children become true believers and they in turn are helping to inform the 

adults ..  

Trumbull and Ashtabula counties have donated over 9101 boxes so far this year, their goal was 9000. 

I hope this Mission continues to be a big part of our minds, our hearts and our church. 

 Thank you all for making all this happen for  
these children. 
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Veterans Day   

Cortland Christian Church 

 

Dave Moore gave an interesting talk  

about his time in the military. He had 

a table set for a lost Veteran, each 

item told the story of what the item 

meant in  memory. 

 

Jeff Byler read a poem and led us in a 

prayer for our Veterans. 

These are two true and proud Veterans. 

Then all veterans were asked to stand.   

A very touching moment.  

We Love and appreciate our Veterans 
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Edwin  and Eileen Niemi 

      Lake Vista   Apt. 207 
303 Mecca Street,  
Cortland, Ohio 

 
  
 

 

 
 Lauralee Lawrence 

124 Willow Street 
Cortland, Ohio  
44410 

     
 

 
Bob and Mary Jo  Johnson 

 
Room 114 
2567 Niles Vienna Road. 
Niles, Ohio 44446 
 
 

   

   Pray for our “Shut-Ins” and “other friends”. They would enjoy a Thinking of you card or 
a joke or story you found in a magazine.  Maybe a phone call, just say “hello” to our friends. 

 
Pat Taylor 

 Room 212 
 4100 North River Rd. 
 Warren Ohio 

 

Joyful Noise 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

 Aerobics 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday     Friday Saturday 

 
 

       1. 

Bible Study 

6pm  

Fellowship Hall 

2.     L.O.A.F 

10am 

Methodist 

3. 

 

4. 
 

5. Sunday Service 
 
 

2nd Sunday in 
Advent 

6. 7. 

     

8. 

 
Bible Study 

6pm  

Fellowship Hall 

9. 

 

 

 

10 11. 

 

12.    Sunday   
Service at 10am 

 
3rd Sunday in  

Advent 

13. 

 

 

14. 15. 
 

Bible Study 

6pm  

Fellowship Hall 
 

16. 

 

17. 18.. 
 

 

19.   Sunday   
Service at 10am 

 
4th Sunday in  

Advent         
  

20. 

 

 21. 
Winter begins 

 

 

22. 

 
No Bible Study 

23. 

 

24. 

 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

7 pm 

25. 

 

26.Sunday Service   
at 10am 

     

27. 

                       

                         

    

38. 29. 
No Bible Study 

30. 31 

New Years Eve 

. 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

          
     10am 

Aerobics 

Adult  
Sunday  School 

        8:55am 

Aerobics 

 

Aerobics 

2021 

Aerobics 

Merry Christmas 
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Chuck  
Corbet 
 
  

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoe Box Mission 

2021 

This year we have 47 boxes to send to children who have 

never received a Christmas Gift and those who do not 

know Jesus. 

The boxes are filled with  the  

5 most  requested items,  
something fun,  

something hygiene,  
School supplies,  

             something to love,  
            and something to wear,  

and any other interesting thing they might enjoy. 
 

We do not send liquid items, in transport, they may leak all over everything, and ruin a  child’s fun. 

No toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc.  

No food items for similar reasons, and that they may attract critters. 

No seeds; candy, gum, crackers, food of any sort.  No medications or vitamins; breakable items, or aerosol cans. 

But luckily we are given a list of what we can put in the 

boxes and the list is long.  So we have many choices. 

These boxes generally go to areas where the weather 

and temperature is hot, and many items will melt. 

Last year we sent 54 boxes out and most were delivered 

to Honduras, in South America or Beluvie near the China 

Sea.  Many go to the islands in the Pacific.  

Millions of boxes are shipped out each year. This gives 

the missionaries a chance to introduce Jesus to these 

children to give them hope and many children become 

true believers.  

I hope this Mission continues to be a big part of our 

minds, our hearts and our church. 

 

Thank you all for making this happen  

for these children. 
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Hanging of the Greens 

Advent 

Advent is a season of 
the liturgical year  
observed in most  
Christian denomina-
tions as a time of  
expectant waiting and 

preparation for both the celebration of the  
Nativity of Christ at Christmas and the return of 
Christ at the Second Coming. Advent is the begin-
ning of the liturgical year in Western Christianity, 
and is part of the wider Christmas and holiday  
season.  
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Rylan Bland, Cheryl Elliot’s dog, “Hamilton” and, and Rylan’s friend 

Mia during Fellowship after church on Sunday November 28. 

Photo  by Sharon Polakoff  
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Christmas Cheese  

Ball      

 
1 8 oz. Pkg cream cheese, softened 
1 (2.5 oz) pkg smoked beef, chopped 
1 (2.25oz.) can pimento-stuffed green olives, chopped 
1 small Vidalia or other sweet onion, minced 
2 dashes Worcestershire sauce, to taste 
1 c. chopped walnuts 
 
Mix cream cheese, beef, olives, onion, and Worcestershire sauce 
together in a  bowl until  evenly blended. Keeping the mixture in 
the bowl, scrape it into a semi-ball shape. Cover and refrigerate 
until firm, at least 2 hours.  
 
Roll ball in chopped walnuts until completely  
covered. transfer the ball to a serving plate or rewrap and refrig-
erate until needed.   Enjoy! 

Some Photos of the Craft 

Show before it was open 

to the public. 

You will see a few of us 

in these pictures. 

           A few Photos from the Craft Sale  taken by Jeff Byler 

Set –up time  
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