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 This past weekend the trees came out at the church and in my house.  

Each decorated and topped.  Every year people spend countless hours detailing 

pine trees to transform them into beautiful Christmas Trees for the Christmas 

Season.  Why do we entertain such a strange tradition?  Who in their right mind 

thought of shoving a huge evergreen through a small doorway and to prop it up 

in the corner of a room, squeezing it between the floor and the ceiling?   

The decorating of a pine tree has been done for thousands of years.  Many 

claim that this Christmas tradition was not original to Christianity and that it 

was the pagans who first brought the Christmas tree into their homes.  This 

simply is not true.  No one actually knows the true origin of the Christmas tree, 

but what is true is that both Christians and pagans used the Christmas tree 

around the same time for their own purposes.  No one can claim that the beloved 

tradition that we celebrate today was created by their group of people.  For the 

purposes of this article, let us focus on the Christian use of the tree.    

The pine tree… more appropriate of the Christian, the evergreen tree.  A 

representation of life eternal.  A reminder of the Tree of Life found in the Holy 

Bible.  To us a Child is born, a Savior has come.  He has brought everlasting life 

to all who believe in Him.  For this the Christian Tradition begins.  Pope John 

Paul, in 2004, called this evergreen tree a symbol for Christ.  He said that the 

ancient custom of the Christmas Tree exalts the value of life as in winter what is 

evergreen becomes a sign of undying life.   

The Old Testament book of Hosea gives a unique view of a pine tree.  Ho-

sea 14:8b says, “[God is] like a flourishing pine tree; your fruit comes from 

me.” (HCSB).  What a good picture for us of the pine tree.  In my mind I picture 

each glittering bulb, every twinkling light as heavenly fruit from God for us real-

ized and represented in this Christmas Tree.  Trent Butler wrote the Homan 

Christian Commentary notes for the book of Hosea.  In his commentary he said, 

“God’s description of himself surprises us.  He is a pine tree in whom Israel’s 

fruitfulness is found.  The pine tree symbolized divinity, kingship, and fertility in 

Israel’s world.  God set Himself up as the only true reality behind such symbol-

ism.”  The Christmas Tree is a great reminder of God in our lives… in our homes.  

As you put your tree up this year, I would like to encourage you as you string the 

lights and hang the bulbs to think of all the blessings of God in your life.  Name 

one off for every bulb you hang.   

The Pastor’s Pen
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December 1                 Curtis Bell  and Carol Robinson 

December 8       Sharon Hopkins and Jeff Byler 

December 15                           Amy Seger and ????????? 

December 22                Ronnie Miller and Amy Popichak 

December 29          Curtis Bell and Linda Swauger 

 

Deacons:      Captain—Virginia Carr: 300-507-3313 

Chuck Chagnot, Katie Molnar, Carolyn Sparhawk,  

Sharon Polakof and Linda Rogers 

 

Deaconess:  Katie Molnar  

Organ and Keyboard:    Jonathan Gallo  

Pastor Casey   
is in the office  

8am-1pm Mon-Thurs. 
If you need anything  call the office  

330-637-4611    

 Office is open 

 Monday-Thursday  
  8 am-1Pm 

     December Coffee Fellowship 
                                   

December 1  Linda Tucker and Carol Deemer                  December 8    Sharon Polakoff  
               and Dorothy Moss 
December 15      Diana Martin, Darlene Ball    
                                and  Susan McCrimmon 
 

December 29      Brenda and Jeff Byler 

December  

Worship Leaders 

December 22     Ruth Young 
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Happy Birthday  
 

December 4        Nola Miller 

December 5        Dorothy Moss 

December 6        Phyllis Hake 

December9         Joyce Lewis  

December 10      Pat Taylor 

December 16      Joyce Hall 

December 19      Logan Niemi 

December 21      Bob Evans 

December 23      Kathy Miller 

December 27      Bud Culp 

December 30      Lauralee Lawrence 

Happy Anniversary 

December 15 

Don and Lorra Barnes 

 

Important Meetings 

 

Tuesday. 

December 3          

 

 

Finance Meeting     6:15p 

      

        Board Meeting        7pm 

Elders  

Meetings 

 
 Third Thursday in month 

at 8 am or  

whenever they  

call one. 

 

 

And  
Happy  

Anniversary 

L.O.A.F. 

Prince of Peace 

Thursday, December 5 

10 am 

 

Any one wanting to be a part of this  

organization is   welcome to come to a meeting 

and see what it is all about.. 

    Cortland Community  

 Band and Choir Christmas  

Concert 
  

Wednesday,   

December 18th  

 7pm 

 

  Make this event a favorite Holiday Tradition. The 

community Band and Choir will be performing  your 

favorite Christmas music.  Sponsored by L.O.A.F. 

          Refreshments and Fellowship will follow.  
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Soup and Sandwich  
Luncheon              

 
No Soup and Sandwich 

 
Until  

January 16th 
 

Thanks for another Great Year. 

 We all know these people? This is a blast from the 

past… He is one of our Military Heroes.  They are mem-

bers. Tell them how adorable this picture is.  

One of my favorite pictures. Very Sweet. 

The  Christmas Cookie Sale  

Saturday December 14, 2019       

 9am– 11am 

We will have baking days on December 3,4,5  and the following 

week we will be baking and decorating on December 9,10,11,12. 

Set up is December 13th and Sale day is on the 14th of Decem-

ber.. 

                        

We will need your help for this project.. 5 dozen of your favorite 

Christmas cookies and help, help, help……. 

 

Tell your friends and neighbors to come early  as they sell fast. 

If athletes get athletes foot 

what do elves get? 

Mistle-toes 
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Catch 

We do not remember days; we remember moments. 

—Cesare Pavese, The Burning Brand 

Following Christmas dinner, my family was relaxing around the kitchen table. We had all 

enjoyed traditional turkey, sweet potatoes lightly glazed with brown sugar, and a final 

wedge of pumpkin pie topped with a dollop of ice cream. The good cooking smells still 

lingered; the oven remained warm. My sister, our chef, was basking in the compliments—

“Fabulous meal,” “I really couldn’t eat another bite,” “Everything was wonderful.” Dad had 

risen from his chair and was contentedly standing nearby. 

My nephew, never one to sit still for too long, began dribbling his new basketball around the table and through-

out the kitchen. Upon nearing Dad, he stopped—almost uncertainly. With shaking, wrinkled hands, Dad had 

reached out for the ball. He did not speak, and the boy, confused, looked up and over at us. It took some con-

vincing, but the ball was gingerly passed over. 

I watched my father closely to see what he would do. A playful smile appeared on his face. The twinkle in his 

eyes shone brighter than any Christmas lights. Holding the ball and reaching forward, Dad bounced it on the 

floor then caught it. 

This action was repeated. Nodding approvingly, he then turned towards our assembled group. Gently tossing 

the ball away, Dad began a game of catch. 

The ball continued to be passed through eager pairs of outstretched hands. Cries of “Over 

here!” rang through the warm kitchen. Dad’s active participation in this game was remarkable to 

me, since he had advanced Alzheimer’s disease. This dementia had robbed him of many mem-

ories and the recognition of people, places and points in time. Despite this, Dad clearly recog-

nized the ball and what you could do with it. 

In my younger years, playing with Dad was rare. To his credit, Dad worked hard and provided for us. He was 

very private and never showed nor shared much emotion; his game of choice was chess, which he did eventual-

ly teach me how to play. As an adult, I had become a caregiver 
Continued on the next page 
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 Continuation of the “Catch” Story  

I’m not sure how long we played catch. Watching the clock was not important. Dad gleefully 

led us until he began to tire. What I do know is that our game ended all too soon, and it was 

time to face the reality of dirty dishes piled high on countertops. The moment, though, will 

certainly last forever. On this Christmas, Dad gave me a special memory—one that I will al-

ways treasure.                              Rick Lauber 

Orders for Poinsettias must be turned 

in before by December 15th.  

Place orders in the offering plate, mail 

them  to 153 Grove Drive,  or drop 

them off at the 

office. 

Extra forms will  

be in the Narthex  

with the bulletins. 

 

Our First Sunday in Advent 

Hymn Sing and Story 

Sunday, December 1.  

Maybe this could be a tradition or at 

least a repeat for another year. 

Much  thought and preparation has 

gone into the program. May we  all 

feel the true meaning of Christmas 

and the joy it brings with this won-

derful Sunday of music and story. 
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1.Jeff Byler and the Childrens Message 

2. A new face  and voice for Joyful Noise 

3.4.5.and 6.  Sausage Gravy and Biscuit Breakfast.  

We are ready for the crowd.  Good attendance and 

fund raiser.  

      Things are happening around         

           our  Church 
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Teach The Children  

Just a week before Christmas, I had a visitor. I just finished the household chores for the night 

and was preparing to go to bed when I heard a noise in the front of the house. 

I opened the door to the front room and, to my surprise, Santa himself stepped out from behind the Christmas tree. 

He placed a finger over his mouth so I would not cry out. 

"What are you doing?" I started to ask. The words choked up in my throat as I saw he had tears in his eyes. His usu-

al jolly manor was gone. 

Gone was the eager boisterous soul we all know. He then answered me with a simple statement, " 

“TEACH THE CHILDREN." 

I was puzzled; what did he mean? 

He anticipated my question, and with one quick movement, brought forth a miniature toy bag from  

behind the tree. As I stood there bewildered, Santa said, "Teach the children! Teach them the meaning 

of Christmas. The meaning that children now-a-days have forgotten!" 

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a FIR TREE and placed it before the mantle. "Teach the 

children that the pure green color of the stately fir tree remains green all year around, depicting the ev-

erlasting hope of mankind. All the needles point heavenward, making it a symbol of man's thoughts 

toward heaven." 

He again reached into his bag and pulled out a brilliant STAR. "Teach the children that the star was 

the heavenly sign of promises long ago. God promised a savior for the world, and the star was the 

sign of the fulfillment of that promise." 

He then reached in his bag and pulled out a CANDLE. "Teach the children that the 

candle symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world, and when we see this great light, we are re-

minded of He who displaced the darkness." 

Once again, he reached into his bag and removed a WREATH and placed it on the 

tree. "Teach the children that the wreath symbolizes the eternal nature of love. Real 

love never ceases. Love is one continuous round of affection." 

He then pulled out from his bag an ornament of HIMSELF. "Teach the children that I, 

Santa Claus, symbolize the generosity and good will we feel during the month of De-

cember." 

He reached in again and pulled out a HOLLY LEAF. "Teach the children that the holly 

plant represents immortality. It represents the Crown of Thorns worn by our Savior. The 

red holly berries represent the blood shed by Him." 

Next, he pulled out a GIFT from the bag and said, "Teach the children that God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son... Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. Teach 

the children that the Wise Men bowed before the Holy Babe and presented Him with gold, frank-

incense, and myrrh. We should always give gifts in the same spirit as the Wise Men." 
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Santa reached in his bag and pulled out a CANDY CANE and hung it on the tree. "Teach the 

children that the candy cane represents the shepherds crook. The crook on the shepherds staff 

helps to bring back strayed sheep to the flock. The candy cane is the symbol that we are our 

brother's keeper." 

He reached in again and pulled out an ANGEL. "Teach the children that it was the 

Angels that heralded in the glorious news of the Savior's birth. The angels sang Glory to God in 

the Highest and on earth peace, good will toward men." 

Suddenly, I heard a soft twinkling sound. From his bag, he pulled out a BELL. 

"Teach the children that the lost sheep are found by the sound of the bell. It 

should bring man to the fold. The bell symbolizes guidance and return." 

Santa looked back at the tree and was pleased. He looked back at me, and I saw that the twinkle was back in his 

eyes. He said, "Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas and to not put me in the center, for I am but a 

humble servant of the One That Is, and I bow down and worship Him, our Lord, our God." 

 Join us for a  

Christmas Eve Service  7 pm 

 

 

Cortland Christian 
Church 

 

          Cute Little Christmas Story 

It was the day after Christmas at St. Peter and 

St. Paul’s church in Borden, Kent, England. 

Father John the vicar, was looking at the na-

tivity scene outside when he noticed the Baby 

Jesus was missing from the figures. 

Immediately, Father John’s first thoughts 

turned to calling in 

the local police but 

as he was about to 

do so, he saw little 

Nathan with a red 

wagon, and in the 

wagon was the fig-

ure of the little in-

fant, Jesus. 

Father John approached Nathan and asked, “ 

Well, Nathan where did you get the little in-

fant?” 

Nathan looked up smiled and replied, “I took 

him from the church.” 

“ And why did you take him?” 

With a sheepish grin, Nathan said, “ Well, Fa-

ther John, about a week before Christmas I 

prayed to Lord Jesus. I told him if he would 

bring me a red wagon  for Christmas, I would 

give him a ride around the block. 
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  Edwin Niemi 
      Lake Vista  

Apt. 207 
Mecca Street,  
Cortland, Ohio 

 
 Kathie Bates 
      Room 105 

369 N. High Street 
Cortland, Ohio 
44410 

Phyllis Beer  

  Lake Vista  
     41 Heron Circle  
     Cortland, Ohio   
 44410  
    330-637-1456 
 
Grace Wagner 
    Gillette Rehab 
    Room 613 
    3310 Elm Rd. N. E.  
    Warren, Ohio 44483 
      
 

 
Katie and John Molnar 
   2444 Williams Drive 
   Cortland, Ohio 44410 
 
 

Lauralee Lawrence 
124 Willow Street 
Cortland, Ohio  
44410 

   

   Pray for our “Shut-Ins” and “other friends”. They would enjoy a Thinking of you card or 
a joke or story you found in a magazine.  Maybe a phone call, just say “hello” to our friends. 

Kathy Miller 
      Room 225 

Shepherd of the Valley 
4100 North river Rd 
Warren,  Ohio  
 
 

Pat Taylor 
 Room 212 
 4100 North River Rd. 
 Warren Ohio 

Joyful Noise 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics Joyful Noise 

2 
0 
1 
9 

Joyful Noise 

Joyful Noise 

 Aerobics 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1. First Sunday of 
Advent  

  
 Hymn Sing 

 2. 3.     Meetings 

 

  Finance  6:15pm 

   Board Meeting    

             7 pm  

4. 5. 6 7. Aerobics 

 

8.       Sunday  
     Service 10 am 
 
       

9. 

         

 

 

10.   11. 

    

 

          

 

12.    13. Set up  for  

Cookie sale is  

          8pm 

 

14.   Aerobics 

 
 

15..        Sunday  
Service  10 am 

 
   

16. 17. 

 
 
 

 

18. 
 

19.       20. 

 

 

21.  Aerobics 
 

22.     Sunday 
     Service  10am 
 
 
Elder Meeting 8am 

23 

 
 

24. 
Christmas Eve  

Service  
7pm 

 

25. 

 

26. 

     

 

 27 28. 

 

29.       Sunday  
       Service 10 am           

 
            
                  

30. 
     
                          
            

31. 
 

           

Hymn Sing 
Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Aerobics 

Cookie Sale  

9-11am  

Cookie Baking 

Cookie Baking, Decorating ,     Getting ready for Saturday 

Aerobics 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=Room%20105369%20N.%20High%20Street%20Cortland,%20Ohio%2044410
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=Room%20105369%20N.%20High%20Street%20Cortland,%20Ohio%2044410
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The “Stockings for the Troops” have been sent…    

Below is a picture of the filled stockings and a few people who  

helped fill them and pack them.  

What fun the kids had with that project.  

 

Cherri Chapman found this particular group of soldiers. 

      This is what they sent along with the address.  Here is their post; Nov 2019: 

- Living conditions - shipping containers converted to living quarters.  

- Most do not have an attached bathroom or shower. Community hygiene areas. 

- Electricity is 110v 

- Laundry is self serve and requires members to provide their own laundry soap/softener/dryer 
sheets. 

- Unable to make or heat up food items. Ready to eat is all we are able to use here. 

- I am representing my unit. All items will be shared with everyone. 

- Our PX/BX is extremely small and lacks many basic hygiene/toiletry items as well as basic 
workout clothing such as black compression shorts (large) and white socks (adult male/female 
sizes) 

- Our PX/BX does not sell any morale items such as comic books/graphic novels, story books, 
greeting cards to send to family/friends/loved ones. 

- Our PX/BX sells limited tactical/uniform items in coyote brown/multi cam/such as socks, tactical 
wallets/molle utility pouches, or small flashlights, tritium compass. 

- Our deployed location is very small and morale is often low. Mission need is high, we are often 
under-manned causing everyone to work long/late hours. Most of us work 7 days a week with 
no little time to ourselves to decompress. We are a mixture of Army, Air Force, Navy, and Ma-
rines. Mostly Army and air Force. 

May God watch over them and keep them safe. 

http://www.extremeoutfitters.us/shirts.aspx
http://www.extremeoutfitters.us/search.aspx?find=shorts
http://www.extremeoutfitters.us/axisdesert.aspx
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Christmas  2019  At Cortland Christian Church 
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Hello Friends, 

It has been a good year for all of us, great things have happened in 

and around our church because of your generosity, and in our 

hearts and minds  with the guidance of Pastor Casey. 

 It has been a very busy year but a good year in  the office. Thank You 

for your understanding and love. It is greatly appreciated. This is a  

loving and caring congregation and I am so happy to be a part of it.  

May health, happiness and the love of God  be with you and your  

family this Christmas and may it continue throughout the New Year. 

   With Love and the continued hope of peace and goodwill ,  

I wish you a very Merry Christmas.    

With Love,  
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Jeff, Dorothy and Pastor 

 
 A Little Bit of Christmas Trivia 

Electric lights were first used on Christmas trees in 1895. 

 Three people die each year testing  on their tongue if a 9v 

battery is working. 

A popular manufactured Christmas fireplace log warns; 

“Caution-Risk of fire” 

Of the presents received at Christmas, one in 10 will be  

broken by the New Year, only 40% will make it to March and 

just a quarter will be intact by next Christmas. 

 

The Russian Santa Claus carries a pink piglet under his arm. 

 

According to a survey, 7 out of 10 British dogs get Christmas 

gifts from their doting owners. 

 

“ Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree. In the 

eyes of children, they are all 30 feet tall” 

Larry Wilde. 


