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And I give 
them eternal 
life, and they 
shall never 

perish;  

neither shall 
anyone snatch 

them out of  
My hand..       

                                              
John 10:21 

  

 

Pastor’s Pen             
 April 2016 

 

          I’m blessed by the first signs of spring in northeast Ohio – snow flurries, 

freezing rain, and sub-freezing wind chills.  You know what I’m talking about.   

Either winter is a “die hard” or spring has lost its vigor.  All kidding aside, residents 

along the Snow Belt know the change of seasons in these parts is a slow process, not 

a rapid transition.  Warm weather will eventually gain its hold – new life will break 

through thawed tundra – downy buds will burst into leaf and flower.  The constant 

ebb and flow from death to new life is part of the planet’s DNA.  Thanks be to God 

that life always seems to win the battle.   

       Some of us have been gearing up for spring for a good while, in a spiritual 

sense, that is.  Spiritual disciplines gone dormant have taken on renewed meaning 

and purpose.  Wednesday evening “couch potatoes” have discovered Mid-week Len-

ten services more enlightening than the latest sit-com.  March Madness has its draw, 

but there is something fundamentally important to be gleaned from prayerful contem-

plation of   Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the cross.  A battle is being waged.  It’s a 

matter of life and death.  All Creation stands vigil awaiting the outcome.  Death, life, 

death, life – which will it be?  Who will be the victor?   

    The silent respiration of Creation’s order – the faithful rhythm of the seasons 

that we take for granted – offers a fitting metaphor for the spiritual struggle within 

which we find ourselves.  What does God have in mind?  How will the process un-

fold?  When it’s all said and done which will be the victor – life or death?  That’s the 

fundamental question.  Do you know the answer?  Do you know where to find it?  

You can search a stoney precipice embedded with crosses of wood, but I have anoth-

er suggestion.  Look below the bluff to the tomb.   

         You’ll see that it’s empty.   

 

     “Follow the Bells “ 



. 

 

  Baptism  

When you are baptized, you are in 

fact visually preaching the gospel. As 

you stand in the water waiting to be 

baptized, you symbolize Jesus dying 

on the cross, as you are lowered into 

the water, you symbolize Jesus buried 

in the tomb, as you are raised from 

the water, you symbolize Jesus rising 

from the dead.  

 On Sunday, Jamie Leveto, her son 

Lucas Leveto, and Keegan Bland were 

Baptized into the Kingdom of God.  

When you  are being baptized, you 

are  saying, "I died with Jesus Christ, 

I was buried with him and now I am 

raised with Christ to a brand-new 

life."                              

 Romans 6:3-4    

   

 

   Easter Sunday Baptism  

Pastor Don and Keegan Bland 

March 27, 2016 

 A Funeral Service  

       for  

 

      Wilbur (Bill) Springer was held at  

      11:00 a.m. on  Saturday, March 26,              

  2016   at Cortland     

  Christian Church       

  with Reverend           

  Donald Barnes  

  officiating .  

 

A luncheon was  pre-

pared and served by the Women of Wor-

ship for Bill’s family and friends.   

 

He will be fondly remembered.   

Rest In Peace.  

Women of  Worship 
(W.O.W)   

                 

April 16th,  

Saturday 10:30 a.m. 

Cortland Christian Church 

 

Speaker:   Dr. Amy Sullivan    
    Melon Center at  Cleveland Clinic  

Subject: Multiple Sclerosis  

 
She has many patients from this area, and 

would like to help us understand what Multiple Sclerosis is 

and what is being done to help those who have it. 

We would like to invite anyone interested in hearing what 

she has to say,  to come to this meeting,  (men and women).   

Would you like to hear more about this ailment.?   

Please R.S.V.P to 330-637-9528 

Do “you” have  questions you would like answered?  

A Sermon About Lying  

 
A minister told his congregation, 

"Next week I plan to preach about 

the sin of lying. To help you under-

stand my sermon, I want you all to 

read Mark 17."  

 

The following Sunday, as he pre-

pared to deliver his sermon, the 

minister asked for a show of hands. 

He wanted to know how many had 

read Mark 17. Every hand went up. 

The minister smiled and said, 

"Mark has only sixteen chapters. I 

will now proceed with my sermon  

on the sin of lying."  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+6:3-4


                                The Motto of  

Women of Worship is Serving the Lord with our actions and words. 

 

An honest man was being tailgated by a stressed out  woman on a busy boulevard. Suddenly the light turned 
yellow just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten 
the red light by accelerating through the intersection.  

 The tailgating woman hit the roof, and the horn, screaming in frustration as she missed her chance to get 
through the intersection. As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face 
of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her can with her hands up. He took her to the po-
lice station where she was searched, finger-printed and photographed, and then place in a  holding cell.  

 After a couple of hours, the policeman approached the cell and opened the door. She was escorted back to 
the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects.  

 He said, "I'm sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were 
blowing your horn, flipping of the guy in front of you and cussing a blue streak at him.  

I noticed the 'Choose Life" license plate holder, the "What Would Jesus Do? bumper sticker the 
"Follow Me to Sunday School" bumper sticker, and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on 
the trunk.  

 Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car! 

Sometimes “we are “  judged by our actions and words.......  

 

      Reason to  keep quiet in church 

A mother was giving instructions to 
her three children as she sent them 
into Sunday school, "And, 
why is it necessary to be 
quiet in church?" Her son 
quickly responded, 
"Because people are sleep-

ing!" 

       

April  Birthdays   

April 3     Ed Grinnell 

April 9     Cole Oriti 

April 15   Maurice Brookes 

April 21   Helen Carlton 

April 26   Priscilla Wodzinski 

April 29    Evelyn Krebs 

April  30   Chuck Lucy 

       

     March Birthdays    

Mar. 4    Carolyn Sparhawk 

Mar 5     Carol Robinson  

            Trentin Lowery 

Mar. 9    Mary Jo Johnson 

            Linda Rogers 

            Mackenzie Polakoff 

Mar. 10  Donna Ainsley 

Mar. 17  Terry Lou Stevenson 

Mar. 18  Amy Seger 

Mar. 19  Virginia Carr 

Mar. 20  Nick Bellitt 

Mar. 23  Bob Bradford 

Mar. 29  Keegan Bland  

  A SHORT STORY 



 

                  

        

April  
 2016 

   

 
  

 
1 April 

Fools Day 

2 
aerobics 

3   Sunday  

Service and 

Fellowship 

4 5 Outreach,  

Board and 

Finance Mtg. 

6 7 LOAF 
 

Aerobics 

8 9 
Aerobics 

10 Sunday 

Service and 

Fellowship 

11 12 
Aerobics 

13 14 
Aerobics 

15 16 WOW 

           Dr. Amy  

            Sullivan  

Aerobics 

17 Sunday  

Service and 

18 19 

Aerobics 
20     S & S  

           Prep Day 

21  Soup and      

      Sandwich 

Aerobics 

  23 
Aerobics 

24 Sunday  

Service and 

Fellowship 

25 26 
Aerobics 

27 28 
Aerobics 

29 30 
Aerobics 

Sunday           Monday       Tuesday      Wednesday    Thursday       Friday          Saturday 

Jesus Loves the  

Little Children 

           A 1 Minute Devotion              Are You Ready?                         

Effectively sharing Christ should be a natural thing for those of 

us who call Him our Lord. But often it seems unnatural and 

clumsy. The Holy Spirit can use our most awkward attempts, 

but it's still wiser for us to prepare.  

 

Ephesians 5:15-17 says, “Be very careful, then how you live—not 

as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity” 

and 1 Peter 1:13 tells us to “prepare our minds for action…”  

Knowing how much Christ has done for us, the least we can do is 

become more effective witnesses for Him.  

 

Here’s two ways to prepare for opportunities: 

1. Get comfortable sharing your personal testimony—the story 

of your conversion. 

2. Memorize Scriptures that clearly explain salvation. 

Then, when an opportunity arises, ask the Holy Spirit to use 

your preparations and knowledge in the most natural, effective 

way.    
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If you could kick the person in 
the pants responsible for most of 

your trouble,  

you wouldn't sit for a month.                         
 Theodore Roosevelt 

 

 
     This is for you to get into the Cortland Christian  Church 

Web Site to see what is going on and just look around.   

Just get on the computer. 



Here below are our shut-in members or members of concern,  Please!    

Drop them a card or a note of encouragement and let them know we care! 

Cortland Christian Church 

153 Grove Drive  

Cortland, Ohio 44410 

330-637-4611 

 

 

Grace Wagner 

     175 Wall Street 

      Cortland, Ohio 44410 

      330-637-5957 

 

Vera Kidd 

     Community Skilled Nursing 

      Room 221 

      1320 Mahoning Ave. 

      Warren, Ohio 

 

 

Phyllis Beer 

      Lake Vista  

      41 Heron Circle 

      Cortland, Ohio 44410 

 

Raymond Kline 

     502 Arcaro Street 

     Cortland, Ohio 44410 

 

Helen Carleton 

      477 N. High Street 

 

Lorena Quinn 

         Has been moved to another  

    facility 

 

Jean Davis 

       Home 

       Cortland, Ohio 44410 

 

Vivian Jensen 

     Meadowbrook Nursing  

     3090 Five Points  Hartford Rd 

     Fowler, Ohio 44416 

In Assisted Living  

ADDRESS:    

Frank and Gloria Zanin 

18170 N.91st Ave.  

Apt.1210  

Peoria, Az. 85382.   



     APRIL COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP  

 April 3, 2016    Pat Taylor   Carolyn Sparhawk 

 April 10, 2016  Linda Rogers -  Virginia Carr 

  April l7, 2016     Patti Oriti    -     Joyce Lewis  

   April 24, 2016   Bob & Mary Jo Johnson  -   

                                    Nick & Errma Bellitt 

Maundy Thursday 
This Service  at Cortland Christian Church is amazing.  Pastor 

Don puts the Easter Story in words  and actions that make you 

fully understand what Jesus has done for you and me. This service is the most important one 

of the year. It brings about emotions that touch your heart, mind and bring tears to your eyes. 

When you take this trip with Jesus to the Cross, you fully comprehend that he gave His life to 

give us life, and why we must live through Him. This is a must for all Christians.  

If you do not attend services at any other time,  

this service is an experience (gift) you should give to yourself.  

Pictured L-R. 

1rst Row—Gail Peura, Amy Popichak, John Klamut,  and  

                                                              John Gallo, Organist and Mentor 

2nd Row—Susan McCrimmon,  Jeff Byler 

3rd Row— Pastor Don, Joyce Hall and Ron Miller 

 

JOYFUL NOISE 

The singing group at CCC is comprised of 

members who donate time on Wednesday even-

ing for practice and again on Sunday morning 

to bring some joy and music to the Sunday Ser-

vice. Some of then have great voices and some 

just want to sing of Jesus and His love.             

  Well...Really... They all want to do that. 

Sometimes, they are not quite perfect. Actually, 

most  of the time, but they have  a lot  fun and 

sing some good hymns, gospel music, and 

Christian Contemporary music, depending on 

the season, mood or maybe a member has a 

favorite song they want to sing.  Once in a while 

they surprise everyone with a really good ver-

sion of a great song.  Fun times…. Now do  you 

understand why they are called “Joyful Noise”?   

                                Psalm 100    

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
 2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come  

            before his presence with singing. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.helloapril2016.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/April-Showers-Banner-1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.helloapril2016.com/2016/april-showers-banner.html&h=167&w=554&tbnid=dDspwFLF24fVuM:&docid=IEPkZEqsQPjPcM&ei=tJ79


  

  

 

 

 

 

At one time, I had difficulty concentrating during communion. However, I’ve solved that problem. As a fan of the 

teachings of Rev. Dr. David Jeremiah, I took advice from one of his sermons where he outlined the way he thinks 

during communion. So, here it is with a few little tweaks I have made to accommodate my own thinking. He gave 

me three steps with which to work:  

Remember Jesus. That’s easy to do; I recall all the stories I’ve heard and read about Him. The stories of his 

healing power, the miracles and how He always welcomed the little children into His presence and, on 

an unhappy note, I recall the long walk to Calvary and finally the glory of His resurrection. 

 Remember the Second Coming. Moving on to #2, it gets a little harder. I find Christ coming again a 

thought not so easy upon which to dwell, probably because I’m not well-informed on this subject, but I 

know it will be a joyous occasion and my heart invites him back. 

Look inside yourself and ask God “What do I need to change in my inner person?” Now it’s really getting 

hard. I ask the question Dr. Jeremiah recommends, but it is so hard to see yourself for what you really 

are. Even Jesus said it is so easy to see the speck in another’s eye, but not the log in my own.  

So I ask myself questions like this: 

-Do I have a deep hatred for anyone? 

-Am I ever grouchy or do I snap at others? 

-What are my life priorities?  Do I spend too much time shopping? Eating?  At sports events? At the TV 

or movie theater? Do I love to gossip? Have I narrowed my interests to so few that I neglect God and 

the beauty of His creation? The list goes on forever.  

I take heart! I recall that Our Heavenly Father forgives! I will never totally overcome sin in my lifetime, but 

now I have a better perspective on my own inner person. God will lead me on the Path of Life. I feel healing. I sense 

the change in my heart and I feel challenged to go out and do something for Jesus. Communion accomplished!  

                                                          

 

 

Elders Corner 

In  case he gets a HOLE IN ONE. 

 

    

Why did the  golfer wear two pair of pants golfing? 

“Klamuts Corner”   

By Joyce Seagle 
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