
MEMBERSHIP DISCIPLINE GUIDELINES  (APPENDIX 3) 

 

Matthew 18:15  If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone.  If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 

Step 1:  Informal Discipline 

 Who is involved? Only the persons directly involved. 

When should this step of church discipline occur?   Step 1 should be occurring 
every day in gospel-driven communities and relationships. 

 Step Details: 

▪  Examine your own actions and motivations and confess and repent if 
necessary 

▪  Prayerfully consider how to approach the person. 

▪  Deal one-on-one as soon as possible after the offense is recognized. 

▪  Speak truth in love, give grace for the moment. 

▪  Be humble, gentle and patient. 

▪  Depending on the nature of the offense, you might try a variety of approaches 
and related attempts before proceeding to the next step. 

▪  Avoid gossip and slander. 

Matthew 18:16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

Step 2:  Informal Discipline 

Who is involved? Persons directly involved plus one or two others who can be 
biblically discerning and objective. 

When should this step of church discipline occur?   Step 2 occurs when a person 
(or persons) refuses to listen and repent after being biblically approached 
according to the directions of Step 1. 

 

 



 Step Details: 

▪  Agree on 1-2 discerning and objective people who can understand the situation 
and help guide involved parties to live out the gospel by faith – perhaps a 
ministry leader or mutual friend. 

▪  May be helpful to meet in a neutral location.. 

▪  Multiple meetings and a variety of approaches may be necessary to achieve 
incremental change. 

Matthew 18:18 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. 

Step 3:  Formal Discipline 

Who is involved? Those already involved plus church leadership.(Executive 
Committee) 

When should this step of church discipline occur?   Step 3 occurs when a person 
(or persons) refuses to listen despite the call to faith and repentance from 2 or 
more people. 

 Step Details: 

▪  Church leadership (Executive Committee) by meeting with those involved – 
listening and asking questions of the involved parties and those they brought into 
the situation 

▪  Community is crucial in this step – everyone involved needs to be kept updated 
so that the offense can be exposed and the gospel can be ministered in a 
consistent and loving way. 

▪  Multiple meetings and a variety of approaches may be necessary to achieve 
incremental change. 

Matthew 18:18 And If he refuses to listen to church let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 

Step 4:  Formal Discipline 

Who is involved? The offender’s community must be informed of the general 
nature of the offense and ways they can minister to those directly involved. 

When should this step of church discipline occur?   Step 4 occurs when a person 
(or persons) refuses to listen despite the call to faith and repentance from church 



leaders and involved community through a variety of approaches and repeated 
attempts. 

Step Details:  The Executive Committee has the right to choose an appropriate 
discipline action which may include, but not limited to the following: 

▪  May be asked to no longer attend weekly services, depending on the elder’s 
discretion.  

▪  The unrepentant person may be given a final warning, explaining the action 
taken with this last step of church discipline. 

▪  May be excluded from groups such as ministry, Bible studies and leadership. 

▪  Members of the church may be informed of the offense so that the member, if 
they desire to continue to associate with the offending party, may do so in a 
manner as to help reconcile the member back into fellowship with the church, 
and repentance in the gospel.  

▪  The offender can no longer be affirmed by the church as a believer in Christ. 

▪  Church membership may be revoked.  This process is done by a vote of the 
general board. 

 

 

*Depending on the sphere of influence of the unwilling party, the step could involve as 
little as a few pastors to the entire church.  This will be up to the elder’s discretion. 


